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NEWS SUMMARY 


THE MONOPOLIES COMMISSION have declared the 
activities of the London Builders’ Conference to be “‘ against 
the public interest.” p. 532 


A NEW TYPE of prefabricated village hall, erected at Fording- 
bridge, is described on p. 542 


THE STUDENTS’ PLANNING GROUP of the Town and 
Country Planning Association have renamed themselves 
““The Planning Forum.’ Their forthcoming activities are 
outlined on p. 543 


THE LORD MAYOR, speaking at the annual luncheon of the 
LMBA, has suggested to builders that they should floodlight 
their new buildings under construction on the occasion of the 
Guildhall banquet on November 9. p. 546 


RESTRICTIVE PRACTICES prevailing in the American 
house-building industry, are described in the further extracts 
from ‘‘ Housebuilding in Transition’’ on p. 548 


THE MINISTER OF HOUSING has allowed the appeal of 
London University against the LCC daylighting conditions 
imposed on a new University building in Gower-street.  p.551 


THE SUCCESSFUL OPERATION of the ‘“ Smethwick 
Experiment’? on the bonusing of maintenance work is described 
on p. 552 
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‘“ AGAINST THE PUBLIC INTEREST” 


"THE report of the Monopolies Commission on the Supply 

of Buildings in tne Greater London Area, published 
this week (Stationery Office, 3s. 6d.), may well prove to be 
the death warrant of the London Builders’ Conference 
whose activities it was in effect asked to investigate. The 
report, summarised on another page, uncompromisingly con- 
demns the activities of the Conference as harmful to the 
public interest, and it does not consider that the modifica- 
tions of the Fair Price scheme suggested by the Conference 
would mitigate its harmful eflects. Faced witn sucn a pro- 
nouncement the Conference owes it to the building industry 
to shut down completely. If it fails to do so, it is likely 
to do serious harm to the industry as a whole. Prior even 
to the publication of the report, public opinion was heavily 
against the industry in this matter, and the Commission’s 
findings will only serve to harden public feeling. 


It is pertinent to recall that it was the Conference itself 
which in effect forced the Government to refer its activities 
to the Monopolies Commission. Following the debate in 
the House of Commons in November, 1952, on the activi- 
ties of the Conference, the Minister of Works took the view 
that the matter would best be investigated by the industry 
itself, and at first the Conference appeared willing to co- 
operate. When, however, it was proposed that the RIBA 
should take the lead in this investigation the Conference 
refused to co-operate. The Conference had, however, in- 
dicated previously that it would welcome an investigation by 
the Monopolies Commission or any other impartial and 
authoritative body. In these circumstances, the Govern- 
ment adopted the sensible course of referring the specific 
issue of the LBC to the Monopolies Commission, whilst 
encouraging a general review of contract procedure by 
the industry itself through the Howard Robertson Com- 
mittee. As things have turned out, it was perhaps as well 
that the matter of the Conference was so referred. The 
Commission is undoubtedly better equipped to get at the 
facts in a case of this sort than the Howard Robertson 
Committee would have been, whilst at the same time the 
latter was freed to concentrate on the very useful review 
of contract procedure generally which was published a few 
months ago. 


The Commission was asked in the first place to ascertain 
whether or not the conditions to which the Monopolies Act 
of 1948 applies prevailed as respects the supply in the 
Greater London Area of new buildings costing more than 
£1,000 each to construct. The “conditions to which the 
Act applies ” prevail, inter alia, where two or more persons 
taken together supply at least one-third of the market and 
so conduct their affairs as in any way to prevent or re- 
strict competition. The Commission found that these 
conditions do prevail, since more than one-third of the 
buildings specified are constructed by persons who con- 
duct their affairs in such a way as to restrict competition. 
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In this connection, the scale of the LBC’s operations may 
come as a surprise. The Commission found that Confer- 
ence members and co-operating non-members were re- 
sponsible for about 63 per cent. (in terms of value and 
labour) and for about 73 per cent. (by value) of the total 
contracts in hand in the Greater London Area in the month 
of January, 1953. The Conference admitted that these con- 
ditions could be regarded as normal. 


The second part of the Commission’s terms of reference 
was to consider whether two particular practices were 
“things done” as a result of, or for the purpose of pre- 
serving these conditions, and, if so, whether they were 
against the public interest. The two practices were the 
communication of the amount of the proposed tenders to 
third parties by agreement or arrangement, and the adjust- 
ment of the amount of the proposed tenders by agreement 
or arrangement with third parties. The Commission find 
that these practices are an integral part of the LBC’s 
arrangements, that they are done for the purpose of pre- 
serving the conditions to which the Act applies, and that 
they are against the public interest. 


For the good of the industry as a whole, there is there- 
fore no alternative but for the Conference to close down 
completely. The industry must not tolerate any attempt 
to carry on the Conference in some other form. Such a 
move would only serve to create suspicion in the public 
mind, and in present circumstances builders must be care- 
ful to be above suspicion. It is interesting to discover from 
the report that Sir Alfred Hurst and his associates were well 
aware of the effects which their schemes would have on 
public opinion after the war, and that they delayed the re- 
commencement of operations after the war until thev 
judged that conditions would be more favourable. It will 
simply not do to let people think, however unjustly, that 
the Conference is again biding its time. 


Some of the evils which gave rise to the Conference un- 
fortunately remain, but they can be remedied without re- 
course to the methods condemned by the Monopolies Com- 
mission, and it is not necessary to keep the Conference in 
being for this purpose. Apart from those practices which 
have incurred the disapproval of the Commission, the 
LBC performed one very useful and legitimate function: 
it was able tc communicate the order of tenders to those 
who are members. As a result, a firm knew whether or not it 
was in the running and whether it should go after other con- 
tracts. This information is essential to a builder, and many 
members of the LBC regarded it alone as sufficient justifi- 
cation for the existence of the Conference. But it is not 
necessary to maintain the Conference for this purpose. 
There is no reason why building owners should not promptly 
announce the result of tenders. It is worth recalling the 
remarks of the Robertson Committee on this point: 

““We call attention to two aspects of the established prac- 
tice of notifying contractors of the results of tendering. The 
first is the delay that is all too prevalent, particularly with 
local authorities, and the second is the absence of any noti- 
fication procedure from the practice of Government De- 
partments. We do not feel that we can accept the plea 
of administrative difficulties that has been advanced. It 
is essential for efficient organisation that contractors should 
know at the earliest possible moment how they stand. 

Government Departments, local authorities and eee 
classes of building owners owe it to the industry to see that 
the results of tenders are promptly communicated. Now 
is the time for the responsible Ministers to give a lead in 
this matter by taking direct action in their own Departments 
and by emphasising to local authorities the need for prompt 
action. 

The LBC would also claim that their tendering scheme— 
as distinct from the Fair Price Scheme—helps to keep com- 
petitions small and results in the cost of tendering being 
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charged to the job. It is no doubt desirable that compe- 
titions should be smaller, and there may be a case for allow- 
ing contractors to charge a fee for tendering. But there are 
other ways of achieving these objects, and it is significant 
that the Commission found little, if anything, to justify the 
claims of the Conference in this respect. Moreover, general 
conditions in the building industry are much more favour- 
able than they were in 1935, when the Conference was 
formed. Then work was comparatively scarce and under- 
cutting by builders savage and unrealistic; today the 
industry is carrying a programme which, if anything, is too 
large for economical execution. These very different cir- 
cumstances provide conditions in which the building 
public and the industry can co-operate in working towards 
more efficient methods of tendering, and it is no longer 
necessary (if ever it was) for builders to have recourse to 
the dubious methods of the Conference. 


The Monopolies Commission’s terms of reference were 
limited to the Greater London area, but similar conferences 
exist in the provinces. It is to be hoped that they too will 
now shut down. It may be that in the meantime the 
Ministry will feel that it is necessary to continue with the 
declaration which has been required from builders. This 
declaration has been widely resented by builders who have 
had no connection with the Conference, and it is to be hoped 
that the Ministry will take account of this fact. If it is 
desired to continue with the declaration, the Ministry would 
be well advised to discuss its form with the Employers’ 
Federations. As at present drawn, the form would appear 
to rule out practices to which no reasonable objection can 
be taken in present conditions. A little co-operation by 
the Ministry in this respect would help to create that state 
of mutual confidence which is now the prime need of build- 
ing owners and the industry. 


PRESERVE OR DESTROY? 


HETHER or not the remains of the Roman Mithraic 
temple recently uncovered in the City may be 
preserved—and we have the assurance of Mr. Vincent 
Harris, who dealt so successfully with Henry VIII's wine 
cellar on the site of the Tudor Palace of Whitehall, that 
preservation is practicable—the episode focuses attention on 
a problem of some urgency. Before long the rebuilding of 
the great devastated areas north of Cheapside and elsewhere 
will have to be undertaken, areas in which further important 
discoveries, Roman and medieval, may well be made. All 
the new buildings are to have deep basements, and without 
an Official policy of preservation there is the possibility that 
invaluable vestiges of earlier Londons may be completely 
destroyed. 

To judge by the correspondence in the daily Press and 
from the large crowds that have gathered to view the remains 
on the site of Bucklersbury House, public opinion is over- 
whelmingly in favour of the preservation of such discoveries. 
Some of the archeologists, strangely enough, are not so 
enthusiastic and have professed themselves as ready to be 
satisfied with records in the shape of photographs and 
measured drawings. Valuable as such records are, they are 
a poor substitute for the object itself, and wherever possible 
preservation should be the aim. 


It is not reasonable to expect site owners or developers 
to undertake this at their own expense. The responsibility 
is a national one, and we hope that a favourable announce- 
ment on the subject will be made on behalf of the Govern- 
ment as soon as Parliament reassembles. We were glad to 
hear from Sir David Eccles, Minister of Works, that he 
has this wider subject well in mind. There is no doubt that 
considerable financial support for a policy of all-out 
preservation would be forthcoming privately not only from 
the City but from the general public. 
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Notes of the Week 


ANCIENT MONUMENTS 


Q)N Monday at the Arts Council 

Gallery Sir Mortimer Wheeler opened 
an exhibition of photographs of ancient 
monuments by The Times in association 
with the Ministry of Works. The sub- 
ject is very much in the air, as the Irish 
might say of one that lurks inconveniently 
under ground ripe for other development, 
writes Basil Marriott. Following earlier 
announcements, those who came hoping 
to hear a dramatic announcement about 
the Temple of Mithras from the Minister 
of Works, who also spoke, were dis- 
appointed. What Sir David said in effect 
was that he “would have to see,” but 
there were crumbs of comfort—notably 
that he is not only having precise estimates 
of the cost of preservation from the point 
of view of owner-compensation, but that, 
if it becomes a question of shutting the 
door after the Mithraeum has flown, he 
is at least asking Mr. Grimes and his 
London Excavations Council where else 
they would like to dig, if they could, and 
if the money can be forthcoming. 

The Times, under Ulric Bogaerde’s art- 
editorship, has set a very high standard, 
avoiding both the artier and the more 
starkly documentary schoo!s of photo- 
graphic thought. This is particularly 
valuable in archaeology, where the main 
interest is now “ clinical’ rather than the 
morbid preoccupation of the Victorians 
with mere picturesque decay. Some of 
the aerial surveys, however, as well as 
offering vital clues brought to light, un- 
suspected qualities I found almost equally 
absorbing, such as for instance the sugges- 
tion of abstract designs in the Hut 
Clusters at Chysanster, Cornwall, and that 
haunting White Horse at Uffington. But 
there are many other less remote and pre- 
historical treasures among the 70-odd 
splendid photographs, including a notably 
sympathetic “ portrait” of the real Vic- 
toriana at Osborne House, and that most 
inconsequent of triangular follies at 
Rushton Hall. 
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ROMAN TEMPLE ON LONDON BUILDING SITE.—A general view of the 
remains of the Roman Temple of Mithras that have been discovered on the site of 
Bucklersbury House, Cannon-street, in the City of London (see note). 





LMBA AT THE 19TH 

THE LMBA GOLFING SocieETy played 
an extremely successful “nineteenth 
hole” on September 23, when the fifth 
annual dinner was held at the May Fair 
Hotel, W. The hon. secretary, Mr. Percy 
Bates, abetted in geniality by his captain, 
Mr. Gerald Hill, saw to it that the courses 
were in perfect order, play never held up 
and that players’ remarks were purely 
incidental to the main purpose of the 
occasion—that golfers from all branches 
of the industry should get together for a 
happy evening. Mr. Hi:l welcomed the 
company warmly and give a _ brief 
account of the Society’s activities, Mr. 











THREE MINISTERS AT LMBA LUNCHEON.—Seen above are some of 
the guests of the LMBA, photographed at the Savoy Hotel on Tuesday. Left 
to right: Lord Tedder, Sir Walter Monckton, Mr. Harold Macmillan, Mr. 
R. S. Williams (President), the Lord Mayor (Sir Noel Bowater) and Sir David 


Eccles. 


Proceedings are reported on page 546. 


Tom Every proved that in at least one 
dealing with builders the quantity sur- 
veyor has a heart, Mr. R. S. Williams 
drove straight down the centre of the fair- 
way in welcoming the guests, and Mr. 
George Grosvenor, responding, indicated 
that any golfers rash enough to challenge 
the South-West were like.y to leave the 
region minus their nether garments. The 
guests, who included Sir Giles Scott, Mr. 
E. H. Firmin, Mr. S. F. Wilkinson, Mr. 
Stanley Hearder, Mr. Charles Pike, Mr. 
Christopher Parsons, Mr. Whitfield Lewis 
and Mr. J. Emberton, enjoyed themselves 
hugely. 


COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 4. 

Society oF ENGINEERS.—** The Influence of Murdoch 
on the Modern World,’’ by Mazjorie Lovell Burgess. 
Geological Society. Burlington House, Wl. 5.30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5. 

DESIGN AND INDUSTR:ES ASSOCIATION.—Report on 
the 10th Trienniale, Milan, by Mr. Misha Black, OBE, 
FSIA, Burlington House. Piccadilly, Wl. 12.30 p.m. 

Housinc CENTRE TRUST.—AGM, 13, Suffolk-street, 


SWI. 4.30 p.m. 

BuiLpDers’ CLERKS’ BENEVOLENT  INSTITUTION.— 
68th annual dinner. Cafe Royal, Regent-street, 
WI. 7 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Informal illustrated 
talk, ** Architecture and Town Planning in French 
Morocco,” by Mr. David Oakley, 34, Bedford-square, 
WCI. 6.15 p.m. 

WALLBOARD IMPORTERS’, DISTRIBUTORS’ AND MER- 
CHANTS’ ASSOCIATION.—Autumn conference, Grand 
Hotel, Torquay. 3 p.m. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7. 

MopDutar_ Soc:ety.—Visit to LCC Prendergast 
county complement school. Catford. SE9. 3.30 p.m. 

SouTH EASTERN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS EDUCATION 
CommITTEE.—Students’ Prize Distribution. Canterbury 
College of Art. School of Architecture, St. Peter’s- 
lane. Canterbury. 3 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF ELECrRICAL ENG'NEERS.—Inaugural 
address as president by J. Eccles, CBE. Savoy-place, 
WC2. 5.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.—Presidential 
address by Dr. S. B. Hamilton. 11, Upper Belgrave- 
street, SWI. 6 p.m. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8. 

Royat SANITARY INSTITUTE.—Sessional meeting at 
Aberystwyth; and paper on ‘“‘ School Planning,’’ by 
Mr. G. R. Bruce, ARIBA, County Architect, Car- 
diganshire. 

IAAS (NorTHERN COUNTIES’ BRANCH).—Annual 
dinner-dance, Parkway Hotel, Bramhope, Leeds. 
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ACANTHUS 

Munich, 229-54. 

“ Last Sunday I was hit by 

a falling leaf from one of the 
bosses.”” 








CORRESPONDENCE 


RISE AND FALL CLAUSE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


S!R.— Estimator ” in his letter of last 

week seems to infer that the rise and 
fall clause must be perpetuated as a pro- 
tection for the builder against the 
machinations of manufacturers and archi- 
tects. 

The practices to which your corres- 
pondent refers may not be as widespread 
as he imagines, but if the builder is to 
Overcome them, he must first emerge 
boldly from the protection of his own 
shelter. 

Your excellent Leader of September 17 
points the way and is a challenge to the 
whole building industry. 

W. A. MEE, 

16, Regency-street, SW1. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR,—Your correspondent “Estimator” 

(your last issue) refers to “ single 
tender” specialists. Presumably, as an 
estimator, his first intimate knowledge of 
any project is the receipt of a bil of 
quantities to be priced. 

As a quantity surveyor, I can assure 
your correspondent that there are, in my 
experience, very few “single tender” 
specialists. The PC sums inserted in the 
bil of quantities (which, incidentally, 
save “Estimator” a great deal of per- 
sonal trouble and effort) are usually the 
result of wide competitive tendering by 
specialists at an earlier stage of the plan- 
ning, based upon schedules of quantities 
prepared by the quantity surveyor for 
the project. N. A. Fraser (FRICS). 

1, York Buildings, Hastings, Sussex. 


To the Editor of The Builder 
GIR,—* Estimator” should be sure of 

his facts before stating that architects 
regu'arly sub-let half the general contract 
to nominated sub-contractors on a single- 
tender basis. My experience shows that 
the major part of this type of specialist 
work is chosen by competitive tenders 
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and that the general contractor is often 
asked, or himself asks, to tender for 
specialist PC items. 

1 could quote several contracts for local 
authorities where the nominated sub- 
contracting tenders had to be delivered 
sealed and without private identification 
marks on the envelopes to the town clerks 
concerned. These were opened in com- 
mittee in the presence of the architect, 
interested technical officers and in some 
instances in the presence of the clerk 
of works. Any suggestion that it is an 
accepted regular practice to invite single 
tenders would make it appear that some 
party or other has an unfair advantage 
over the general contractor; contrariwise, 
any advantage to be gained is by the 
general contractor when he tenders for 
PC items, since he knows the limits of 
the PC sums and the trading pecu‘iarities 
of his own organisation. This latter point 
is an often unrecognised factor which 
specialists have to consider. 

Concerning sub-contracting, sub-trading 
and sub-supplying of materia!s, I find this is 
far more extensive than is always revealed 
or approved. This is the more surprising 
since approvals and sample supplying is 
usually quite an informal affair. 

Clerks of works have much of their time 
wasted becaus2 of fluctuation clauses, often 
to the extent of balking or impeding them 
from their more important inspectorate 
duties, Numerous and sundry parties sub- 
mit highly illuminated masterpieces in the 
form of graphic sheets for signature with 
little more than bare words to support their 
authenticity. 

“Rise and Fall” in operation could be so 
simple if only the terms of the contract were 
studied more closely and all appropriate 
documents and information submitted at the 
required intervals and in the manner pre- 
scribed. Even mutual site agreements on 
these matters could ease the position. All 
too often one is told * Our office organisation 
does not do that kind of thing” or “We 
always do so and so for so and so council.” 

It appears a great pity that estimators 
omit to note many of the general prelimi- 
naries of the contract before estimating, and 
thus save their employers and others a lot 
of trouble whilst the contract is in progress 
and after. H. F. CAMPBELL 

(MICW, AISanE). 

40, St. Paul’s-road, NI. 


BURLINGTON ARCADE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


~I1R,—I was very interested in the article 

in your issue of September 17 about 
the Burlington Arc- 
ade. 1 was even more 
interested in the pic- 
ture on page 451. 

When I was a 
junior in the survey- 
or’s office which 
took off the quanti- 
ties for the new 
entrance in 1931, it 
was commonly sug- 
gested that the head 
on the left-hand side 
of the Piccadilly 
entrance was a Cari- 
cature of Professor 
Pite. Perhaps one of 
his associates might be able to clarify the 
position with regard to this. 

ALFRED S. Harris [FRICS]. 
21, Watling-street, EC4. 
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EXAMINATIONS OF THE RICS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have read with interest the re- 
cent correspondence on the RICS 
Examinations. May I suggest that the 
reason for the low percentage of passes 
is not necessarily either the excessive 
strictness of the examiners or the lazi- 
ness of the examinees. Poor examina- 
tion results are partly due to the lack of 
adequate instruction on the examination 
subjects. This appears to apply particu- 
larly to the Quantity Surveying section, 
and in the provinces. Neither in Belfast, 
where I commenced my studying, nor in 
Manchester are there special courses 
available for the RICS Intermediate or 
Final Examinations, 

While it can be argued that excellent 
correspondence courses are available, 
few students would agree that these are 
as Satisfactory as instruction by compe- 
tent lecturers. 

The Technical Colleges understandably 
feel that they cannot be expected to run 
a special course involving nine or more 
subjects for half a dozen students, and 
so the embryonic QS who attends these 
establishments must extract what know- 
ledge he can from lecturers who are 
preparing candidates for other examina- 
tions. As few able quantity surveyors 
have time or altruism enough to instruct 
at evening classes for the pocket-money 
involved, the standard of lectures in 
Intermediate or Final subjects is inevit- 
ably low. 

As this appears to be a matter for the 
Quantity Surveyors’ Education Sub- 
Committee, I am sending them a copy 
of this letter and (within the law of libel) 
will be pleased to give them chapter and 
verse in support of my statemerts. 

RoseErT G. W. Forpbe, Probationer, 
(Quantity Surveying Section). 
Bowden, Cheshire. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I note the statement of the 
secretary of the LAAS (The Builder, 
September 24) that it is a rule of his 
Association that quantity surveyors em- 
ployed by contractors are not eligible for 
membership. This information, particu- 
larly the assurance that the rule is 
rigorous'y enforced, must come as a 
great relief to a no doubt very anxious 
public. 

On the other hand those of us who are 
contractors’ surveyors may perhaps be 
excused if we sometimes wonder just what 
inherent virtue is supposed to lie in such 
a rule and what justification there is for 
the rather unpleasant implication that we 
are some sort of “ untouchables.” 

However, we have two sources of con- 
solation. One is that the “ official” 
attitude taken in this matter by both the 
IAAS and that other body which has re- 
cently figured so largely in your columns, 
is not, in my experience, widely supported 
by the rank and file membership of either 
body. 

The other is that for some 16 years 
there has existed a professional institu- 
tion for quantity surveyors (which does 
not need, and would not thank me for, 
any cheap advertisement here) with a 
council sufficiently enlightened to believe 
that such discrimination is both undesir- 
able and unrealistic. 

London, SE24. J. LESTER. 


(Correspondence continued on page 543.) 
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An impression of the completed scheme. 


‘“ BEAVERBROOK HOUSE,” EXTENSIONS TO NEWSPAPER OFFICES, 
FLEET STREET, EC4 


Architects 
ELLIS, CLARKE & GALLANNAUGH FF.RIBA 


Quantity Surveyor 
SYDNEY C. GORDON 


A SCHEME has been prepared for five-storey extensions 

to the London plant of the Daily Express and Sunday 
Express to give an additional floorage of 220,000 sq. ft. 
on a site area of 32,000 sq. ft. "The City of London Plan 
provides for site clearance from Poppins-court to Ludgate 
Circus, and the new “ Beaverbrook House’”’ has been 
planned for possible extension along Poppins-court to 
Fleet-street, with an ultimate frontage of over 500 ft. The 
preliminary stage, comprising a new foundry, generating 
plant and van yard, has now been completed, and excava- 








Builders 
TROLLOPE & COLLS, LTD. 


include extensions to the existing reel room, press room 
and ground floor, on a site of approximately 50 ft. by 100 ft., 
and tre eventual construction of five floors above. The 
main framework of all the extensions will be in structural 
steel with solid reinforced concrete floors. The foundry 
floor and ceiling are specially strengthened to take the 
weight of machinery and the loads of reels in the van yard 
above. The group already owns most of the property 
concerned, and the remainder of the scheme will be carried 
out over the next ten years. It will link up with the exist- 
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Buildings in the Greater London Area 


Monopolies Commission declare Communication or Adjustment 
of Proposed Tenders to be ‘Against the Public Interest” 


Since any communication en adjustment of proposed tenders by arrange- 
ment between builders means that the tenders cease to be the independent offers 
they are held out to be, the Monopolies Commission consider there is reason 
to suppose that the practices (a) of communicating the amount of proposed 
tenders to third parties by agreement or arrangement, and (b) of adjusting 
the amount of proposed tenders by agreement or arrangement, with third 


parties are both prima facie against the public interest. 


The Report (on the 


Supply of Buildings in the Greater London Area) examines the arrangements of 


the London Builders’ Conference. 


HE report of the Monopolies Com- 

mission on the supply of buildings 
in the Greater London area was pub- 
lished on Monday, September 27, and is 
now on sale at HM Stationery Office, 
price 3s. 6d. 

The Commission were asked to see if 
the “ conditions ” to which the Monopo- 
lies and Restrictive Practices (Inquiry 
and Control) Act, 1948, applies prevailed 
as respects the supply in the Greater 
London area of new buildings costing 
more than £1 000 each to construct. They 
have found that the conditions do pre- 
vail, since more than one-third of such 
buildings are supp‘ied by persons who 
conduct their a?airs in such a way as to 
restrict competition. In January, 1953, 
members of the London Builders’ Confer- 
ence (LBC), together with “ co-operating 
non-members” (non-members who co- 
operated with the Conference in particu- 
lar competitions) were responsible for 
about 65 per cent. of the work done in 
that month in terms of value and labour. 
The Commission consider that competi- 
tion is restricted by the arrangements 
operated by the LBC. 

The Commission were also asked to 
report whether two particular practices 
were “things done” as a result of or for 
the purpose of preserving those con- 
ditions and, if so, whether they were 
against the public interest. The two 
practices were the communication of the 
amount of proposed tenders to third 
parties by agreement or arrangement, and 
the adjustment of the amount of proposed 
tenders by agreement or arrangement 
with third parties. The Commission find 
that these two practices form an integral 
part of the LBC’s arrangements and are 
“things done” as a resu:t of and for the 
purpose of preserving the conditions to 
which the Monopolies Act applies. 


OPERATIVES’ SUPPORT 

Support for the Conference methods 
comes from the evidence of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Opera- 
tives, which stated in evidence that its 
general attitude to the Conference was 
strongly influenced by its experience of 
“the contracting system,” which is, 
“above all, a gamble on the imponder- 
able element in building costs, i.e., labour 
costs.” While expressing no view as to 
“ the overall effect in the long run on the 
public interest of the activities of the 
Conference,” the Federation considers 
that “there is much to be said in favour 
of some machinery fer ‘price adjust- 
ment, as between tenderers, in order to 
prevent wrongful pricing by individual 
contractors, either by design or by 
accident.” 


SOME FIGURES 


An appendix (No. 7) shows typical 
examples of contracts in which “ Conad ” 
(addition to the original tender to bring 
it up to the “fair price” level) was 
applied. Additions shown vary from 
£150 to an origina! tender of £2.124 to 
£16.270 to an original tender of £382,700. 

A table (IIT) shows that of a total of 
£79.700,094 worth of contracts won by 
LBC member firms in 1949-51 inclusive, 
** Conad ” was applied in a total of 30 out 
of 6,903 individual competitions, and that 
the value of the contracts on which 
“Conad ” was so applied was £1.061,927. 

Table IV shows that in 1952 total re- 
ceipts by the Conference were £296.378, 
and Conference expenses £24.433. Of the 
former amount £261,747 was paid out and 
£34.631 transferred to reserves, which 
then (1952) stood at £57,412. 

The LBC membership at May 1, 1954, 
was 250. 


COMMISSION’S CONCLUSIONS 
The LBC’s Arrangements 


Since any communication or adjust- 
ment of proposed tenders by arrange- 
ment between builders means that “ the 
tenders cease to be the independent offers 
they are held out to be,” the Commission 
consider there is reason to suppose that 
both of these practices are prima facie 
against the public interest. 


The Commission pass on to consider 
whether these practices are beneficial or 
harmful in the particu'ar circumstances 
in which they are operated. The follow- 
ing considerations are amongst those 
taken into account: — 


(1) The fact that the Committee on the 
Placing and Management of Build- 
ing Contracts (the Simon Committee) 
recommended in 1944 that tenderers 
should be limited in number and 
carefully selected does not, in the 
Commission’s view, justify builders 
on their own trying to deal with the 
situation by means of a scheme, such 
as that operated by the LBC, 
designed to limit the choice of build- 
ing owners. 


(2) The Commission have found no 
support for the Conference’s claim 
that its arrangements have resulted 
in a tendency towards smaller com- 
petitions or the inclusion only of 
builders of equal standing. 


(3) The Commission are not satisfied that 
the application by the LBC of its 
Fair Price Scheme (involving the 
communication and adjustment of 
the amount of proposed tenders) 
results in prices which are as fair to 


October 1 1954 


all parties as the prices that would 
result from independent tendering. 

(4) The Commission believe that the 
LBC’s arrangements, in view particu- 
larly of the secrecy which largely 
obscures the effect of their operation 
on particular contracts, have intensi- 
fied ill-feeling due to lack of con- 
fidence between architects and 
builders, to the detriment of that 
co-operation which is so necessary 
to the efficient working of the 
industry. 

(5) The Commission do not accept the 
LBC’s argument that, if the market 
for building became severely com- 
petitive, its arrangements regularly 
applied could provide builders with 
the financial strength they would 
need to resist the cutting of prices 
and quality. Nevertheless, they think 
that in such conditions the Confer- 
ence could, and no doubt would, 
extend its arrangements, and they 
consider this would not be desirable. 


(6) The Commission consider that while 
the LBC’s Tendering Scheme (involv- 
ing the adjustment but not the 
communication of the amount of 
proposed tenders) achieves some 
redistribution of the incidence of 
tendering expenses between building 
owners, it does not effect any 
improvement over the normal 
method of allocation of tendering 
expenses as an overhead expense. 
And even if, as the Conference says, 
its arrangements by reducing the size 
of competition could lead to a 
reduction in the total expense of 
tendering which falls on the build- 
ing industry, in the Commission’s 
view such saving may be too dearly 
bought at the price of restricting 
competition in the industry. 

The Commission conclude that the 
effects of the LBC’s arrangements as a 
whole on the public interest are harmful, 
and therefore afford no justification for 
the two practices which form an integral 
part of those arrangements, and that both 
of the practices are against the public 
interest. 

Cover Prices 

The Commission regard the practice of 
submitting cover prices (tenders meant to 
be sufficiently high not to win the con- 
tract) as coming within their terms of 
reference in relation to the public inter- 
est only when there is a mutual under- 
standing between two or more builders 
affecting the amount that at least one of 
them is to quote. In so far as the prac- 
tice forms part of the Fair Price Scheme, 
the Commission have taken account of 
it in their general conclusions on the 
LBC’s arrangements. With regard to its 
use in second competitions, the Com- 
mission think that the proper course for 
a builder who disapproves is to decline 
to tender or re-tender, and regard the 
formation of a “ring” for the purpose 
of inducing the building owner to accept 
a particular builder’s tender as undesir- 
able. They conclude that such circum- 
stances afford no justification for the 
practice of adjusting the amounts of 
proposed tenders by mutual arrangement. 

Commission’s Recommendations 

The Commission have recommended 
that agreements or arrangements of the 
kind specified in the reference should be 
brought to an end. They have made no 





told ; 
that 

feren 
ing o 
adjus 
ders, 
since 
likely 
Coun 
fair 

unde: 
open 
it hac 
great 
and | 
evide 
missi 
the s} 
build 
interé 
gener 
victio 
inqui 
that | 








NE 
ope: 
66, ( 
in J 


Par 


1954 


would 
‘ing. 
it the 
articu- 
argely 
ration 
ntensi- 
F con- 
and 
f that 
essary 
f the 


pt the 
narket 
com- 
rularly 
s with 
would 
prices. 
' think 
onfer- 
would, 
| they 
irable. 
while 
nvolv- 
t the 
int of 
some 
ice of 
lilding 
f any 
1ormal 
dering 
pense. 
e says, 
he size 
to a 
ise of 
build- 
ssion’s 
dearly 
ricting 


it the 
¥ as 2 
rmful, 
on for 
itegral 
it both 
public 


tice of 
ant to 
e con- 
ms of 
inter- 
under- 
uilders 
one of 
» prac- 
sheme, 
unt of 
yn the 
to its 
Com- 
rse for 
Jecline 
rd the 
urpose 
accept 
ndesir- 
ircum- 
or the 
ats of 
ement. 





October 1 1954 


recommendation as to the method by 
which this should be done, as in their 
view it can be determined only after dis- 
cussion between the appropriate Govern- 
ment Departments and the parties con- 
cerned. 


Membership of the Commission 


Members of the Commission were: 
D. A. S. Cairns, QC (Chairman), Prof. 
G. C. Allen, J. Archdale, Sir Thomas 
Barnes, GCB, CBE, J. A. Birch, W. G. 
Cullen, Brian Davidson, C. N. Gallie, 
C. H. P. Gifford, OBE, Prof. A. L. Good- 
hart, KBE, QC, W. L. Heywood, OBE, 
I. C. Hill, Prof. Sir Arnold Plant, Gordon 
Stott, QC, C. E. Wrangham, CBE, Sir 
Richard Yeabsley, CBE, William Hughes, 
CB, Secretary. 


Conference Chairman's Comments 


GIR ALFRED HURST, Chairman of 

the London Builders’ Conference, 
told a Press conference on Monday night 
that the “fair price scheme of the Con- 
ference, which involves the prior report- 
ing of prices to the Conference and their 
adjustment with reference to other ten- 
ders, had been completely suspended 
since 1952.” Asked if the scheme was 
likely to be revived, Sir Alfred said, “* My 
Council would undoubtedly regard the 
fair price scheme as not appropriate 
under present conditions.” Sir Alfred 
opened by referring to the “long time” 
it had taken to publish the report and the 
great disappointment it had caused him 
and his colleagues. “ We had hoped the 
evidence we brought before the Com- 
mission would have led them to believe 
the system of unlimited competition in the 
buildin g industry was not in the best 
interests of the industry or the nation 
generally. That is not our personal con- 
viction, but is the result of extensive 
inquiries by most representative bodies 
that have looked into the industry. 


THE BUILDER 


“It is extraordinary to find that this 
lay body —and the Monopolies Com- 
mission are a lay body because they do 
not claim to be in any way specialised in 
building—ignore this vast body of expert 
opinion and recommend pretty weil a 
return of the law of the jungle as applied 
to building competition.” 


A “NARROW VIEW” TAKEN 


Sir Alfred said the Conference warmly 
welcomed the fact that the report made 
no specific recommendation, but left the 
situation open for discussion—discussion 
between the parties concerned, including 
the Conference. “ We shall, of course, 
pay very careful regard to the criticism 
of the Monopolies Commission,” he 
said, “ but we feel in some respects they 
have taken a very narrow view and that 
it would not be in the public interest to 
cease our endeavours to deal with these 
problems.” The Commission had not re- 
moved the problem. Completely free 
competition was often not in the best in- 
terests of the country.” 


“ RINGS” IN THE INDUSTRY 


Speaking on the question of adjusting 
tenders, Sir Alfred said there had been 
no appreciable “ ringing” of jobs. There 
were a few isolated cases. The whole 
thing was very small in relation to the 
other rings in the building industry, start- 
ing with the architects and including the 
operatives, who all wanted the same 
price; the Government monopoly of steel 
all at one price; and also materials. 

Asked if the practice operated against 
public interests, Sir Alfred said: “ Per- 
sonally, I think there were some advan- 
tages in the reporting of prices in avoid- 
ing mistakes when tendering. The parties 
in the Conference are not a set of irre- 
sponsible people, inferior builders anxious 
to line their own pockets. They are the 
cream of the building industry. Their 








NEW NIGERIAN LAW COURTS.—A general view of the new law courts 

opened on September 16 at Lagos, Nigeria. The building, which has a floor space of 

66,000 sq. ft., 1s of reinforced concrete and block work and is the second public building 

in Nigeria to be air-conditioned. The architects were Messrs. ¥#. F. Watkins and 

Partners, of High Wycombe, Bucks, and the building was constructed for the Public 

Works Department of Nigeria, at a cost of approximately £470,000, by Messrs. 
Taylor Woodrow (West Africa), Ltd. 
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concern has been far less for their own 
selfish interest than for the welfare of the 
industry as a whole. 

“It has not been a racket or a ring. It 
has been a carefully considered plan to 
try to bring about much-needed reforms 
which were emphatically recommended 
by the Simon committee. Now the clock 
has been put back.” 


“COURSES COMPLAINED OF 
TO BE ABANDONED” 


Asked whether the Conference would 
now be wound up, Sir Alfred said it was 
their intention to continue to deal with 
the many difficult conditions which still 
existed. It would not be in the public 
interest to close down. “ Although I 
have not consulted with my colleagues,” 
he added, “ it is not likely that we should 
revive the ‘ fair price’ or prior communi- 
cation of the proposed tenders schemes 
which have been in abeyance since 
December, 1952, without prior consul- 
tation with the Ministry of Works and 
other interested building departments.” It 
was, indeed, highly probable, “ in view of 
the ill-feeling that had been engendered,” 
that the Conference would now abandon 
the two courses complained of. 

In reply to a question as to what, in 
that event, would be left to the Con- 
ference to exist for, Sir Alfred said that 
its continuance would have a pyschologi- 
cal effect in making its members feel part 
of a progressive industry; it would be 
able to continue its information service 
by which, once the tenders had been sent 
in to the client, the tenderers could know 
their position in the list and so order their 
entry into subsequent competitions; and 
third, the Conference could play its part 
in implementing the final paragraph of 
the report — that the representative 
bodies of builders, architects, surveyors 
and local authorities should take part in 
discussions initiated by the appropriate 
Government departments on how the 
Conference agreements complained of 
could be brought to an end. 


HOUSING IN BIRMINGHAM 
Need for Expansion 


AsouT 65,000 FAMILIES may have to be 
rehoused outside the Birmingham boundaries 
during the next 20 years, it is estimated in 
a preface to the City of Birmingham financial 
statement for 1953-54. The City Treasurer, 
Mr. J. P. Eames, has stated that this is 
despite the varied measures being taken by 
the corporation both by way of new building 
of flats and individual dwellings and by re- 
construction within the city. He added that 
while the demand for labour in Birmingham 
remained as high as it was at present, the 
problem could only be met either by provid- 
ing additional houses in areas immediately 
adjacent to the city boundaries, or by remov- 
ing industry. The problem was receiving 
full consideration by the corporation with a 
view to finding a long term solution. 

During 1953-54, the Blue Book states, the 
first steps were taken to strengthen Birming- 
ham’s housing finances, Birmingham’s 
scheme for “solting and heeling” some 
25,000 sub-standard houses in the city’s five 
central areas had not so far involved the 
rate fund in any real expense. This was 
chiefly because the acquisition costs had not 
yet been fully incurred. At March 31, 1954, 
the total amount spent on the “ initial” 
repair and improvement of houses amounted 
to more than £24 million. 
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View from north-east (Hart-street). 


RECONSTRUCTION OF ST. OLAVE’S CHURCH, HART STREET, EC3 


Architect to the Church 
ERNEST B. GLANFIELD, FRIBA (RILEY & GLANFIELD) 


Consulting Engineers 


FREDERICK S. SNOW 
& PARTNERS 


Builders for the Church 
DOVE BROS, LTD. 


6 le extremely interesting though small church, 

hallowed by many centuries of devotion, 
succumbed to no fewer than four direct hits from aerial 
attack during the early part of the last war. 

A stone church was built on the site in the thirteenth 
century C. 1280, which is the approximate date of the 
xisting crypt now approached by a staircase from the 
tower. Practically the whole of the masonry of the 
walls has been restored and rebuilt during and subse- 
quent to the fifteenth century, although there are still 
small portions of medieval walling built on the 
thirteenth-century foundations which can be seen in 
the basement of the rectory, and adjacent to the old 
south-east door. "The walls of the tower, which vary 
in thickness between 5 ft. and 6 ft., are taken down to 
virgin gravel; the top section of the brickwork, in 
which the bells are hung, was added in 1732. 

Extensive works of restoration, particularly to the 
roof, were carried out in 1936, when new electric 
lighting was installed. The latest restoration was 
carried out in two parts: the chureh constituted one 


Quantity Surveyors 


A. GARDEN POOL 
& PARTNERS 


Lighting Consultants (Church) 


A. H. BARKER 
& PARTNERS 


Builders for the Rectory 
WARD & PATERSON, LTD. 


contract and the rectory another. Work began on the 
site of the rectory in October, 1951. 

The rectory itself commences on the first floor 
where the rector has his dining-room, sitting-room 
and kitchen, the kitchen being served by a small 
hand-lift from the porch; a rubbish chute has been 
formed discharging into the open section of the porch- 
way. On the second floor is the rector’s study, 
bedroom and bathroom, and on the third floor two 
bedrooms and a bathroom, and on the fourth floor 
also two bedrooms and a bathroom. 

The rector’s vestry is on the ground floor facing 
Hart-street, and a sliding partition divides this from 
the choir vestry, so that in the case of small meetings 
these two rooms can be merged into one compart- 
ment. In the basement are lavatories and cloak- 
rooms for both sexes, together with storage space and 
a boiler room for both church and rectory. Access 
from the choir gallery is from the choir vestry and also 
from the first-floor landing immediately outside the 
front door to the rectory. 
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In view of the fact that many of the worked stones 
were found to be usable, it was decided to rebuild the 
church as far as possible in its original form. The two 
western pillars and certain walling were found to be so 
badly shattered and out of plumb that portions had to 
be taken down and rebuilt. In view of the fact that 
the north arcading for its full length was nearly 24 in. 
out of vertical, it is interesting to note that the columns 
were rebuilt in this fashion, and joined up with this 
irregularity. "The general walling of the arcading is 
of rubble with stone facings pointed with soft lime 
mortar. 

The architects were anxious that these arcades 
should not be taken down in their entirety, so a 
reinforced concrete spreader beam 2 ft. 6 in. deep by 
1 ft. 6 in. wide was formed immediately below the 
clerestory window cills, and anchored on to the west 

“and east walls, spreading the load as far as possible 
over the slender colonnade. Much of the original 
masonry was used in the reconstruction. Meanwhile, 
walls had been taken down beside the tower exposing 
the arch on the north side. Both this and the eastern 
arch had to be taken down and reconstructed—a very 
delicate operation in view of the heavy loads imposed 
by the tower and the upper part of the rectory. 

The new oak roofs are simpler in character than 
those of the original structure and are formed from 
Sussex oak, the major scantlings being 21 in. by 10 in. 
taken from exceptionally large trees at least 250 years 
old. 'The roofs are close-boarded and are externally 
covered with copper. The cornices and bosses are 
decorated with coloured emblems and symbols, chiefly 
of various bodies associated with the church. The 
main feature of the roofs is a gilded timber Cross of 
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Glory. The Victorian iron railing at the entrance to 
the chancel was so decayed that it could not be 
repaired. Advantage was taken of this to form a 
balustrading of stonework. 

With regard to the planning of the interior, there are 
now three altars—namely, the high altar, on the south 
side; that of the Trinity Brethren, now called the 
Trinity Chapel; and on the north side the Parish 
Chapel, which incorporates in its symbolising front 
the uniting of the three parishes, All Hallows Staining, 
St. Catherine Coleman and St. Olave. The Trinity 
House altar reredos and altar rails, with the window of 
St. Clement over, is designed to typify the calling of 
those who go down to the sea in ships. The new 
organ is in the west gallery and provision is made there 
for a choir or for instrumentalists. 

The church was adorned by many lovely monu- 
ments and where possible these are being restored and 
refixed into their original positions. For example, the 
memorial to Samuel Pepys (who is buried in the 
chancel) was made in 1884 and designed by Sir 
Arthur Blomfield ; it was very severely damaged, but 
has been skilfully repaired and is now in its original 
position on the wall of the south aisle above the gallery 
where he was accustomed to sit. 

Heating is provided by convector heaters concealed 
behind the panelling, and in addition two electrically 
driven warm air heaters have been installed above the 
vestry door to ensure quick warming of the church. 


The cost of reconstructing the church was approxi- 
mately £57,000, and the rectory, £19,000. Following 
is a list of the sub-contractors and suppliers engaged 
on both contracts : 


Above : Ground-floor plan of rectory. 


Left : Plan of church. 
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View before reconstruction. 
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The Church.—Heating, H. W. Dutton 
and Co., Ltd.; electrical work, A. 
Dean and Co. ; stained glass, Goddard 
and Gibbs, Ltd.; bells, Mears and 
Stainbank, Ltd. ; organ, John Comp- 
ton Ltd. ; copper roof, Frederick Braby 
and Co., Ltd.; wrot iron, Kingsmill 
Metal Co., Ltd.; altar furniture, 
Faith Craft Works, Ltd., and Watts 
and Co.; restoration of monuments, 
Arthur Green. 

The Rectory—RC floors, Helical 
Bar & Engineering Co., Ltd. ; heating, 
H. W. Dutton and Co., Ltd.; elec- 
trical, A. G. Allen and Co., Ltd. ; 
wood block floor and Semastic tile 
floors, Hollis Bros., Ltd. ; Magnesite 
floors, Jaconello, Ltd.; sound insulating 
material, Jones and Broadbent, Ltd. ; 
metalwork, Kingsmill Metal Co., Ltd. ; 
copper roof, Frederick Braby and Co., 
Ltd. ; metal windows, W. James and 
Co., Ltd ; service lift, Geo. Johnson, 
Ltd. ; sliding door gear, Hill Aldam, 
Ltd. ; sanitary fittings and fireplaces, 
John Bolding and Sons, Ltd.; iron- 
mongery, Yannedis and Co., Ltd. 





Memorial South Porch to Wine-lane. 


RECONSTRUCTION OF ST. OLAVE’S CHURCH, HART STREET, EC3 
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View looking eastwards towards chancel. View across chancel towards Trinity House Chapel. 
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View from the north. Below : View in machine shop. 


ENGINEERING WORKS, HIDE PLACE, WESTMINSTER 


Architects TT small engineering works illustrated was built 

OLIVER LAW & PARTNERS, FF.RIBA for W. G. Walker and Co. (Engineers), Ltd., 
Z manufacturers of ducting and light engineering pro- 

ducts, who have had an established factory in West- 
minster for a number of years. One of the planning 
stipulations concerned the angle of light which made 
it necessary to step back the upper storey in order to 


Quantity Surveyor 
C. #. HARRISON, FRICS 


Consulting Engineer 


WALTER C. ANDREWS, OBE satisfy the requirements of the LCC. By planning the 
factory on two storeys in this manner, it was possible 
Builders to give the required floor area under the restricted 


SIMS & RUSSELL, LTD. conditions. 
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The ground floor is used as a machine shop, and has 
a considerable height, which was necessary for the 
nature of the work carried out therein. The upper 
floor is used in a somewhat similar way, but for work of 
rather different character. There is small office 
and lavatory accommodation on the ground floor and 
further lavatory accommodation on the floor above. 
A mezzanine floor has been incorporated at landing 
level over a portion of the building. Following is a 
list of the principal sub-contractors and suppliers : 

Heating instailation, H. W. Dutton and Co., Ltd. 


G. WALKER 8°CO {ENGINE 


° 7S RE OR a 


A LN RIO ERNE: 








THE BUILDER 
























































aluminium windows supplied by Wainwright and Waring, 
Ltd. ; asphalt, Rock Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; flooring finishes, 
Johnson Floor Co., Ltd. ; electrical work, A. V. Gifkins 
and Co., Ltd.; chain link fencing, Peerless Fence and 
Products, Ltd., Harefield, mear Uxbridge, Middx ; 
sanitary fittings, Alfred Goslett and Co., Ltd., and John 
Bolding and Sons, Ltd.; steel and reinforcement rods, 
T. C. Jones and Co., Ltd. ; ironmongery, Nettlefold and 
Moser, Ltd. ; glazing, Luxfer, Ltd. ; faience work, Carter 
and Co. (London), Ltd.; paints supplied by Fleetwood 
Paints, Ltd., Stanwell, Middx ; facing bricks supplied by 
W. L. Jackson and Co., Ltd. 


Ss) 


View of works entrance. 


ENGINEERING WORKS, HIDE PLACE, WESTMINSTER 
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EAST ELEVATION LOOKING TOWAROS ALTAR 


CHAPEL FOR QUEEN MARY’S HOSPITAL FOR THE EAST END 


Architects Builders 
CAROE & PARTNERS, FF.RIBA LUKER & STAFF 





View looking towards the altar. 
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|" chapel, which was converted 
from an old operating theatre, was 

built to commemorate the jubilee of Queen 
Mary’s Hospital for the East End. 

The altar has been placed in a recess 
lit on either side by two small slit windows 
filled with stained glass. On the panel at 
the back of the altar is a carved Crucifixion 
panel. The altar recess is framed by a 
carved oak surround, the carving of which 
has been picked out in gold. The splayed 
walls to the apse are panelled with silver 
grey English oak with carved paterae in 
the cornice and four carved and decorated 
shields with emblems in the frieze. Two 
stained-glass windows light the sanctuary. 
Similar panelling to that in the apse lines 
the side walls, the ‘‘ Cable Bead ”’ being 
picked out in gold. The entrance from 
the corridor of the hospital is by way of 
a small porch, the outer doors to which are 
oak and the inner doors covered in blue 
leather fixed with bronze nails. Over 
this lobby is a carved organ case behind 





Details of the two stained glass windows 
which light the sanctuary. 
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which may later be added the sound box 
of a Compton electric organ, the console 
for which is on the north side of the 
chapel. On this side is the vestry, which 
was originally a store room. Cupboards 
have been added and a table and sink for 
washing silver. ‘The white glazed tiles 
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lining the walls have been painted with 
emulsion paint to a suitable pastel shade. 
The following were sub-contractors: 
Pammastic emulsion paint, Blundell 
Spence and Co.; ocak panelling, etc., 
A. Robinson (Kingston upon Thames) ; 
stained glass windows, William Morris. 


CHAPEL FOR QUEEN MARY’S HOSPITAL FOR THE EAST END 
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REFERENCE 
FLOOR CONCRETE ON RUBBLE BASE. FINISHED WITH 
RESILON' JOINTLESS SURFACING 





WALLS REEMA HOLLOW PRE CaST CONCRETE 


ANO METAL WINDOWS 

















ROOF BOARDED ROOF ON WOOD LAMINATED A165 


COVERING "RUBEROIO’ SLATES 











CEILING FIREPROOF INSULATED LINING 
VENTILATORS IN EAVES SOFFIT. CEILING AND ROOF 


LIGHTING INDIRECT AT THE EAVES HANGING UGHTS FROM ROOF 


SCALE 
0 20 








ae 30 40 
toot t 


4 





too 
reer 

















A PREFABRICATED VILLAGE HALL, HAMPSHIRE 
L. MAGNUS AUSTIN, FRIBA, MTPI, ARCHITECT 


NEW type of village hall to serve as a prototype for halls throughout the 

country has recently been erected by Reema Construction, Ltd., at Fording- 
bridge, nr. Salisbury, to a design prepared by Mr. L. Magnus Austin, FRIBA. 

“Reema” is the trade name of a patented system of building designed to secure 


the maximum saving of labour and material. The system is claimed to combine 
speed and simplicity of erection with permanence and trouble-free maintenance. 
The basic material is concrete, manufactured into large precast hollow panels in 
which windows, doors, ventilators, electric light and plumbing requirements are 
embodied during manufacture. These units are transported to the various building 
sites and erected by crane, joined together by pouring concrete into cavities to form 
columns and beams within the structure of the panel to complete a reinforced con- 
crete structure of great strength and permanence. The system, which has been in 
operation for a number of years, was developed under the sponsorship of the DSIR. 
The prototype hall at Fordingbridge, which seats 200 people, is designed to cater 
for all occasions and events from committee meetings to local community concerts 
and parties, and it is intended that halls of a similar design and construction will be 
supplied and erected throughout England for a firm price approximating to £4,500. 
The hall floor is of “ Resilon ” patent flooring (a cement bitumen compound), and is 
claimed to be exceptionally durable and to provide a good surface for dancing. 
The wooden roof, designed to give an impression of height and space, has good 
acoustic properties. It consists of curved laminated timber ribs at two-ft. centres 
spanning 29 ft. 6 in., which are covered with diagonal 1 in, boarding. This is clad 
with “ Ruberoid ” square butt s'ates of mineralised bitumen felt. The internal lining 
consists of } in. insulation board. Clear headroom free from cross ties expands from 
9 ft. at the eaves to 16 ft. in the centre. The stage, which measures 16 ft. by 
22 ft., is fitted with rails for fly curtains, and hal) furniture may be stored beneath it. 
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BOOK 
THE HousING REPAIRS AND RENTS ACT, 1954, 
AND SUPPLEMENT. By G. Avgherinos, 
MA, Barrister-at-Law, and A. E. Telling, 
MA, Barrister-at-Law. (London: The 
Estates Gazette, Ltd.) Price 15s 6d. net. 


"THE new Housing Act came into force on 

August 30 last and it is useful at so 
early a date to have so comprehensive a 
summary of the provisions of this important 
and difficult Act. Owing to early publica- 
tion, certain of the Rules and Regulations 
are contained in a separate volume as a 
supplement, but this is unavoidable and does 
not detract from the merit of the book. 


The text is divided into two parts. There 
is a summary of the provisions of the Act, 
followed in the Appendix by the Act itself 
and the relevant provisions of other Acts 
dealing with Rent Control and Housing. 
Reference to the new Act and other Acts 
is made in the footnotes to the main body 
of the text, and this must inevitably be useful 
to readers. The wide range of matters 
covered by the 1954 Act ensures that the 
authors cannot ignore existing legislation, 
especially that contained in the Housing Act, 
1936. The provisions of this Act relating to 
slum clearance and demoiition orders are 
fully dealt with in the text. 


Some guide is necessary to the new Act 
because of the number of matters covered 
and their practical importance to the private 
individual. This Act is by no means one 
that can be left merely to lawyers, for land- 
lords who have carried out repairs over 
specified periods are entitled to increase their 
rents, subject as might be expected to certain 
exceptions, and the fact that the measure of 
increase is twice “ the statutory repairs deduc- 
tion” is some indication of the guidance 
that is needed by the ordinary landlord and 
tenant. The right to obtain improvement 
grants which existed under previous legisla- 
tion is amended to the advantage of the 
owners of property. But in broad perspec- 
tive the Act will probably be looked upon 
as a further step in the post-war housing 
programme. The early years after the war 
were concerned with the repair of war- 
damaged houses, and the production of new 
dwellings. Large demolition programmes 
were discouraged by lack of resources. Now 
the Government are endeavouring to meet 
the problem of the many existing houses 
over 65 years old which are inadequate by the 
standards of fitness laid down by the Act. 


Local authorities are within a year to 
prepare a programme of demolition to be 
carried out where possible within five years. 
Slum clearance has been made more flexible 
and local authorities can w:th Government 
grant acquire and maintain houses which are 
below normal standards but which are cap- 
able of a temporary lift. This is to assist 
them in programming their clearance 
schemes. The assistance to landlords in 
increased rents and improvement grants is 
by way of a subsidiary measure to ensure that 
houses are maintained in a proper state of 
repair without loss to the owner. For the 
rest, the Act contains a number of varied 
provisions. Some constitute an amendment 
of the Rents Acts; others provide for such 
different matters as the charging of 
premiums for the assignment of long leases 
and the right of appeal by rural district 
councils against the exercise of default 
powers by the county council. The authors 
have succeeded in reducing to simple lan- 
guage many obscure points. There is a 
short but helpful index. RB. PC. 
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ARCHITECTS: Adie Button & Partners, F/F.R.I.B.A Photograph —L.T.E. Copyright 


in association with Thomas Bilbow architect to L.T.E. 
CONTRACTORS: Wilson Lovatt & Son Ltd., Sub-Contractors: Plastering Ltd. 


London Transport Executive Bus Garage, Stockwell 


wwe GOLEMANOID ..... 


FOR WEAR & OIL RESISTING, DUSTPROOF CONCRETE 


One outstanding feature in this distinctive modern which COLEMANOID has been specified in recent 


garage is the shell-roof construction with its 42 ft. years. 
wide arched r.c. vaults which link the main frames, For details of this method of providing a hard, 


providing unrestricted floor space for 200 buses. dustless, acid and alkali resisting concrete floor 
In contrast with the unusual design of the main write to me for Bullefin No. 3. 


structure the granolithic floors have been treated 

in the same manner as have bus garage floors C J 
throughout the country for nearly 30 years—with Cc 
COLEMANOID waterproofing and hardening liquids. 


Stockwell is one of many new bus garages for 


THE ADAMITE COMPANY LTD., Manfield House, Strand, W.C.2. Temple Bar 6233/6 
F 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Continued from page 530.) 


EXAMINATION OF THE RICS 
To the Editor of The Builder 
GIR ,—May I comment on Mr. Viny- 

comb’s letter in your issue of 
September 24? 

1. I gave just as much prominence to 
the students’ complaints of complexity, 
etc., as to the principals’ point of view. 
My criticism of the examinations was 
from both angles, and I think this is 
borne out by my letter in your issue of 
September 17. 

2. Office training is for work in the 
office. The Institution asks for fancy 
subjects that the employer does not re- 
quire of an assistant: moreover, they 
are of little immediate use to the student 
himself, If the Institution insists on 
having them, I fully agree that the office 
is not the place in which to learn them. 

3. There are no full time courses at 
schools, as far as I know, for Final 
students, so Mr. Vinycomb is not likely 
to get any answer to his prayer (see 
Regulation 22 of the Rules of Examina- 
tion). Their statistics for the Inter 
would be valuable. 

4. Government Departments (I think 
almost exclusively) recruit from quantity 
surveyors trained elsewhere, Their adver- 
tisements have appeared at intervals (e.g., 
your issue September 17, page 110), which 
may mean that they have difficulty in 
filling vacancies. The War Department 
invites applications for commissions as 
quantity surveyors from those who have 
passed the Final. The London County 
Council has also been periodically adver- 
tising for staff, obviously not to fill 
particular vacancies (your issue of Sep- 
tember 24, page 108). If they train their 
own, they "evidently have not enough. My 
statement was not, therefore, the untruth 
which Mr. Vinycomb asserts it was. The 
above authorities can correctly be classed 
as “ many public authorities” (I did not 
say “ most”). 

5. The scope of a taker-off’s work can 
be limited to taking-off in the office, and 
this is done, I believe, in large offices, 
where variation accounts are dealt with 
by a separate department. In most offices, 
certainly in ours, the variation account is 
dealt with, if possible, by somebody who 
measured for the original quantities. 
Something more is required of him than 
just knowledge of taking-off. The word 
“because.” between Mr. Vinycomb’s two 
quotations cannot be deduced from the 
original, 

6. I hope I may disclaim being a “ big 
money principal.” I still take-off regularly 
and should hate to be a mere rusting 
administrator. 

I am sorry to take up more of your 
space, but if it had not been for the use 
of the word “ untrue ” I should not have 
troubled to answer. 

ARTHUR J. Wittis [FRICS]. 

London, SWI. 


IS ARCHITECTURE DEAD? 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR »—Looking at the illustrations, in 
your issue of September 24, of the 
flats at Bentham-road, Hackney, I ask: 
Is architecture dead? Have modern 
times, conditions, new materials and cost 
killed it? I note that nine architects are 
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associated in the preparation of this 
scheme. No doubt they have skilfully 
solved a difficult problem, but personally 
I should call them solutionists and ask: 
Can solutionists be rightfully called 
architects? What will these buildings look 
like when weathered by our London 
atmosphere of soot and soul destroying 
grime? It may make a good background 
for a few bright young things lolling on 
the balconies with a background of a 
few bits of washing hanging out, that one 
sees in some parts of Paris and those 
Spanish cities so beloved by artists. I am 
in no way disparaging this scheme but 
ask: Is it architecture? 

Dorking. W. J. WILLs. 


News of the Week 


THE PLANNING FORUM 


(THE Students’ Planning Group of the 

Town and Country Planning Associa- 
tion have reorganised their-group and re- 
named themselves “The Planning 
Forum.” The Planning Forum will meet 
fortnightly through the autumn months, 
starting on October 4, at 6.30 p.m. at the 
Planning Centre, 28, King-street, WC2. 
The subscription for membership of this 
group is 2s. a year and is open to anyone 
wishing to attend these meetings. 

Mr. Maxwell Fry, CBE, FRIBA, will 
open the session with a talk on “ Does 
Town Planning Work?” The programme 
for the rest of the Autumn will be:— 

October 18: Sir George Pepler, CB, 
PPTPI, FRICS on “Preservation and 
Progress.” November 1: Mr. P. W. 
McFarlane, FRICS, MTPI, on “ Planning 
an Arab Town: Kuwait, Persian Gulf.” 
November 15: Mr. J. R. James, on 
** Social and Economic Aspects of County 
Development Plans.” November 29: 
Mr. Desmond Heap, LMM, LMTPI, on 
** Planning and the New Bill. “December 
| ae!) aa i Wilkins on “ Statistical 
Methods and Planning.” 


RICS DISCUSSION 


A DISCUSSION on the subject of “ speci- 
fications and bills of quantities: their use 
and inter-relation” will be held at the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
on October 20. Arranged by the quantity 
surveyors section of the RICS, the dis- 
cussion will be opened by Messrs. A. R. 
F. Anderson, FRIBA, J. A. Burrell, 
FRICS and D. E. Woodbine Parish, 
FIOB. 


BBC TALK ON ARCHITECTS 


Mr. PETER SHEPHEARD, President of the 
Architectural Association, is to give a 
talk in the BBC Home Service on 
Wednesday, October 6, at 10 p.m. on 
“The Architect and His Public.” 


THE ROMAN TEMPLE 


TO PRESERVE the remains of the temple 
of Mithras on its existing site between 
Cannon-street and the Mansion House 
would cost £500,000, according to a joint 
statement issued on Tuesday by Sir David 
Eccles, Minister of Works, and Mr. 
A. V. Bridgland, chairman of the com- 
pany which owns the site. 

The cost of bridging the temple, would 
be about £100,000; and the balance of 
£400,000 would be the loss suffered by the 
owners as a result of reduction of the 
height of Bucklersbury House and delays 
in its completion. Consulting engineers 
had advised that the unstable subsoil 
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would make it necessary to reduce the 
structure over the temple site from seven 
storeys to two. 

The problem of the preservation of 
such discoveries as the temple is the sub- 
ject of a leading article in this issue. 


REPAIRS TO ST. ALBANS ABBEY 


RESTORATION WORK is in progress on 
the Normar tower of St. Albans Abbey, 
Hertfordshire, for which a special com- 
bination of sand, cement and lime is 
being worked out to blend with the 
original mortar. Otherwise it is feared 
that the re-pointing would be of too light 
a colour. 

Close inspection of the work has re- 
vealed that many of the tiles, which the 
Norman builders looted from the Roman 
city of Verulamium, will have to be cut 
out and replaced from a stock of Roman 
tiles collected during recent excavations 
on the Verulamium site. 


A ROUND THEATRE 


A NEW KIND of theatre will shortly be 
opened in Paris. It is an experimental 
Round Theatre, which seats 300 people. 
The acting area will be in the centre, 
with a diameter of 18 ft., and is illumin- 
ated from above by 49 lights. There will 
be no scenery and no curtains. There will 
be blackouts between the acts, during 
which the actors will take up their new 
positions. - This new theatre has been 
built this summer at the corner of the 
Avenue Frochot. 


AN APPOINTMENT 


Mr. L. Bartow, ARIBA, FRSA, 
Deputy County Architect to Kesteven 
(Lincs) County Council, has been 
appointed to a similar post with Holland 
(Lincs) County Council. He served with 
private firms from 1929-36; and subse- 
quently held posts with the City of 
Nottingham, and Herefordshire County 
Council. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


The partnership of Messrs. BLENKINSOPP AND 
THOMPSON has been dissolved by mutual consent. 
Mr. G. L. THompson, FRIBA,. will continue the 
practice at Clifton Chambers, Park-street, Selby, under 
his own name and also from his new office at 16, 
New Walk-terrace, York, where he will be pleased to 
receive trade catalogues. 

Messrs. Bare, LEANING AND BaRE, quantity sur- 
veyors, announce that their London office is at 9 
Lower Belgrave-street, Westminster, SW1 (tel.: Sloane 
0638/9). 

ae ” 
FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, September 30, 1854. 


VALUE OF AGREEMENTS WITH WORK- 
MEN.—Mr. G. Woolfall, glass bottle 
manufacturer, at Manchester, lately pre- 
ferred an information against three of his 
workmen, for breach of agreement. It 
appears that Mr. Woolfall engages his 
men for one year, and requires that they 
shall sign an agreement, which not only 
regulates their duties, but binds them to 
stay in his service for twelve months. The 
three defendants had signed this agree- 
ment, but had run away. Mr. Woolfall, 
notwithstanding that he had sustained a 
loss of £10 per day by his men leaving 
their work, consented to withdraw the 
charge against two of them, who were 
married men, on condition that they re- 
turned to their work and paid costs, but 
pressed for a conviction as an example 
against the third, who was a single man. 
The two former were therefore, dis- 
charged, and the third committed to 
prison for twenty-one days. 
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however, was S. A. Hart (1864-81), who Engine “i Societ at hich th assessors will Griticiss House of Commons. Mr. F. G. Thomas. 

. . fA. A ineeri i whi e as ill criticise 7 - = 5 2 : 
had a catalogue compiled by R. H. Ted- entries submitted for pte ting Bag ge FRIBA a partner of the firm of Sir Giles eens 
der, the pte gt Ae npecaen — _— and presentation of prizes and studentships. Criticem Gilbert Scott and Partners, who conducted tor raid 
reer onde comple cal eden is ipeiey fe gama, Hint he Parton Sort chacciia | the, 
understood to be on the stocks. as an Art,” by Dr. J. Bronowski, Director of the explanation of the many intricate features ture and 

Of the 20,000-odd volumes, architecture — Research Establishment of the National Coal nq problems of the rebuilding. jectors 
forms a strong, separate section contain- “March 22. “Cc caine tc ni eee Ae 1 “ ” : 
ing many fine and some rare works. It Steelwork,” by Professor W. Fisher Cassie, of Durham Members Only” Luncheon oe 

i niversity. jee? 

might appropriately be cylicd recherche | fat i GEM Messina of the IAAS held the third “ members only” I 
field, for it is mainly for the post-graduate | May 17, “‘ Conditions of Building in City Centres,” ]uncheon at the Connaught Rooms on Sep- The B 
specialist. Inquiring students, say, in °¥,Professor Sir William Holford, FRIBA. tember 17. This luncheon, open to all mem- installati 
2 q é June 14, Sociology and Architecture,’’ by Professor ane Z ath 
thesis-throes would be referred, kindly Charles Madge. bers of the Association, was presided over . H. an 
and in their own interests, to the libraries The second touring exhibition in the series by the branch chairman, Mr. F. J. Meekins. Struct.E, 
of the RIBA or of their own schools. If “The Architect and You” is expected to _ The immediate past-President, ALD. F. W. send th 
the present post-graduate composition of start its tour in November, and will consist DEAN, CBE, DL, spoke to the members Frank | 
the Academy’s own school be remem- of two identical copies. Entitled “Your present, and referred to the Council’s con- Robin Ir 
bered. this seems fair enough. House,” it will deal with the planning, design tinued effort towards obtaining recognition. vey of tl 
and equipment of the individual home. The THE CHAIRMAN welcomed Mr. J. R. Davis — A’ get ¢ 

FASCINATING BROWSING exhibition “ Building in Concrete” will be from Madras, India, a member of the Assoc- America 

This brief note can afford no more than open at the RIBA from October 21 to 30. iation’s India branch. The meeting was well of proje 
a taste of the architecture section’s ; supported and many members from the § screen, 
flavour. It is naturally of the seventeenth. Award of Archibald Dawnay provincial branches were also present. safety al 

ighteenth and nineteenth centuries in the i American 
ene abs modern standard works are munca STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS problem « 
well represented. Of the former, the THE RIBA (Archibald Dawnay) Scholar- Examination Pass Lists these into 
bindings and typography in themselves ships for 1954-55 have been awarded by the : q | the Thea 
are fascinating browsing, and several first Board of Architectural Education as follows: _ THE PASS LISTS. for the Associate an County C 
editions are inscribed by their authors— A scholarship of £60 to Mr. C. E. Graduate examinations of the Institution of siderable 
for example, Soane’s “ Designs for Public Hanley, of the Birmingham School of Structural Engineers, held in July, are pub- § safety, 

and Private Buildings,” the inscription Architecture. — ____ lished from 11, Upper Belgrave-street, SW1. from the 
dated April 22, 1828, from Lincoln’s Inn A scholarship of £60 to Mr. P. Willis, 1954 Year Book air has to 
Fields. School of Architecture, King’s College, : side and 

Apart from its books, the Library’s col- Newcastle. Tue INSTITUTION of Structural Engineers extract ar 
lection of MSS. and incunabule must be A scholarship of £60 to Mr. A. J. Tom- have now issued their Year Book and List § with a vey 
invaluable to the art-historian and bio- linson, Nottingham College of Art and of Members for 1954, as corrected to arranged | 
grapher. One sees, for example, in the Crafts. August 1, 1954. Copies, price 5s. to non- § the projec 
Register of Students, against names sub- A renewal of the scholarship of £60 members, may be obtained from the Institu- completely 
sequently to become famous, the laconic awarded for the session 1953-54 to Mr. tion at 11, Upper Belgrave-street, SW1. the audit 
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INSTALLATION OF 
“CINERAMA” IN A 
LONDON THEATRE 


A Complex Architectural and 
Engineering Task 


TH installation of Cinerama equip- 
ment in the Casino Theatre, Old 
Compton-street, London, WI, is believed 
to be the first European example of this 
type of projection screen and sound, The 
Casino Theatre was selected as being the 
best available in London for this pur- 
pose; nevertheless, considerable difficul- 
ties have had to be overcome to make it 
suitable. 


The existing projection box, high up 
at the back of the gallery, was quite use- 
less for the new technique; the Cinerama 
type of projection requires the installa- 
tion of three separate projection boxes, 
or booths as they are called in America, 
with projectors placed to throw the three 
separate but interlocked pictures on to a 
curved screen—in this case 64 ft. wide by 
23 ft. high—the radius of the curve being 
calculated in relation to the position of 
the three projectors and the audience. 


ANGLE OF VISION 


The projection apertures have to be as 
nearly as possible opposite the vertical 
centre of the screen. It is also essential 
that the audience shall be at an eye level 
as nearly as possible directly opposite the 
screen, 1.e., a steep angle of vision must 
be avoided. An absolute mathema- 
tical accuracy has also to be maintained 
in relation between the projectors and 
the screen in all positions. 


_An important factor in presenting the 
pictures is the part played by the opera- 
tor seated in a console in the centre of 
the house and in full view of the screen, 
from which he is able to control the pic- 
ture and the sound coming from the pro- 
jectors and make immediate adjustments 
as may be necessary. 


LCC’S REQUIREMENTS 


The British architects in charge of the 
installation and adaptation, Messrs. T., 
P. H. and E. Braddock, F/ARIBA, MI- 
Struct.E, had therefore first of all to 
send their American colleague, Mr. 
Frank Baessler, architect to Messrs. 
Robin International, Ltd., an exact sur- 
vey of the auditorium and all its parts. 
A set of drawings was prepared in 
America exactly setting out the position 
of projectors, size and curve of the 
screen; ventilation requirements and 
safety arrangements, all according to 
American practice. It then became the 
problem of the British architects to bring 
these into line with the requirements of 
the Theatres Section of the London 
County Council; this entailed a very con- 
siderable elaboration as to ventilation and 
safety. In America, air can be drawn 
from the auditorium; in London, fresh 
air has to be trunked in from the out- 
side and a complementary mechanical 
extract arranged. Separate exits, each 
with a ventilated lobby, have also to be 
arranged from each projection box, i.e., 
the projection boxes and operators are 
completely separated from the public and 
the auditorium. These requirements 
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Plan and section of the Casino Theatre, London, showing the work involved 
in adapting the building for the installation of ‘‘ Cinerama’’ equipment. 


have made necessary a much more elab- 
orate system of trunking for ventilation 
and exits to the boxes than is required 
in America. 


These problems have been successfully 
overcome with surprisingly little disturb- 
ance to the appearance of the auditorium. 
Seating accommodation is retained vir- 
tually as for the theatre, except, of course, 
that part of the upper circle will be out 
of commission owing to the steep angle 
of sight. A high degree of sound insu- 
lation is essential both to prevent noise 
from the projectors being heard in the 
auditorium and also from the air trunk- 
ing between the projection boxes and the 
outer air. The normal fireproof curtain 
has been tied back above the cinema 
screen and its curtain track, and the stage 
has therefore had to be cleared of all pro- 
perties and left absolutely vacant in all 
parts. 


MANAGEMENT OF SOUND 


A great feature of Cinerama projection 
is the management of the sound attached 
to the picture. Each incident, wherever 
viewed, has its own appropriate speech or 


sound, and this is heard by the audience 
from exactly the point of action on the 
screen; no fewer than nine separate 
speakers have been installed and distri- 
buted behind the screen and around the 
auditorium to give this effect. 


Altogether, the Casino Theatre has lent 
itself admirably to the new installation, 
and London will be able to appreciate 
the new Cinerama presentation under the 
best possible conditions. 


OBITUARY 


W. H. L. Crauford, ARIBA 


WE regret to announce the death of Mr. 
W. H. Lane Crauford, ARIBA, in a London 
hospital, at the age of 68. Mr. Crauford, 
who was a writer as well as an architect, 
was born in London in 1886 and educated 
at University College School and Peterhouse, 
Cambridge. His writing was mainly 
humorous and detective fiction, and his plays 
included a farce produced at the Embassy 
Theatre in 1931, Daddy’s Gone A-Hunting, 
and a thriller, The Daisies Grow, prodaced 
at the Theatre Royal, Windsor, in 1952. 
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LMBA 
Luncheon to The Lord Mayor 


HE annual luncheon given by the 
London Master Builders’ Association 
to the Lord Mayor was held at the Savoy 
Hotel, London, on Tuesday, with the Presi- 
dent, Mr. R. S. Williams, MIOB, in the 
chair. The Ministers of Labour (Sir 
Walter Monckton), of Housing and Local 
Government (Mr. Harold Macmillan) and 
Works (Sir David Eccles) were present. 

Welcoming the Lord Mayor, Alderman 
Sir Noél Bowater, Mr. WILLIAMS said: “ We 
always have a very warm spot in our hearts 
for the Lord Mayor of London and when- 
ever we seek a service for our industry it is 
to the Mansion House that first we turn. 

“When -we began our medal awards for 
the encouragement of apprentices and 
students, the Lord Mayor of the day invited 
us to have the presentations made at the 
Mansion House, and himself presided. Last 
year we held the ceremony in dne of the 
great City Halls and again the Lord Mayor 
presided. This year you yourself have 
kindly promised to preside at the presenta- 
tion which is to be made by Lord Tedder 
next month in Drapers’ Hall. Thus our 
associations with your City, of which many 
of us are proud to be freemen, are close 
indeed. 

“We live in an age of new wonders and 
marvels of science—jet propulsion, breaking 
the sound barrier, nuclear fission, radar, 
mew chemical processes—all dynamic forces 
of nature which in truth are God's freshly 
revealed gifts to man, and which can now 
be harnessed for our use either for good 
or for ill. We pray God we may use them 
for the benefit and not the destruction of 
man. 

““We in our industry are adapting our- 
selves to the use of new materials, to new 
processes, to new techniques, to mechanisa- 
tion wherever possible, all for the purpose 
of building better, more safely, more 
quickly and more economically. 

“A start has been made with the re- 
building of your great City, which bears 
mich silent witness to the devastation of 
modern warfare, and we pledge to you, Sir, 
our best endeavours in this great ,enterprise 
so that the generations to come may look 
upon our work and know as of old and in 
words familiar in this City since the early 
fifteenth century, that it was built ‘to the 
glory of God and to the honour of the 
Cuy’.” 

REBUILDING THE CITY 


THE LorD Mayor, in his response, referred 
facetiously to “ certain reports in the morning 
newspapers” concerning monopolies, and 
said that the decision to monopolise the Lord 
Mayor’s time on this occasion had evidently 
been taken before the publication of the latest 
report of the Monopolies Commission. How- 
ever, he hoped that for the sake of his suc- 
cessor the annual practice of inviting the 
Lord Mayor to attend this luncheon would 
not be considered a restrictive one! 

_Continuing, Sir Noel Bowater said that the 
civic authorities were straining at the leash all 
the time to facilitate the rebuilding of the 
City of London in as short a time as possible. 
The City Corporation was itself a big client 
of the builders, an example of which was the 
reconstruction of the Guildhall and the re- 
building of its precincts. In the werk of re- 
building the City he would take this oppor- 
tunity of paying a tribute to all the help that 
the Corporation had received from the co- 
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operation of the Ministers of Housing and 
Local Government and of Works and their 
staffs. The responsibility for rebuilding the 
City at a practical, economic figure in such 
a manner that it would be a lasting memorial 
of this generation was, he said, a very heavy 
one for all concerned, and put a heavy re- 
sponsibility on the members of the LMBA. 


The Lord Mayor then made the suggestion 
that, on November 9, when the Guildhall 
banquet would be held in a completely re- 
constructed building, the building industry 
should floodlight its activities in the neigh- 
bourhood of St. Paul’s and Guildhall and 
all along the route so that the distinguished 
guests from this country and from overseas 
would see the hive of activity the City pre- 
sented in its rebuilding, excelling all that had 
been done today in the rebuilding of a 
modern city. Let them floodlight their 
cranes, their plant and all their activities, he 
added. 


Sir WALTER MONCKTON, Minister of Lab- 
our and National Service, also responded for 
the guests. 


Among those present were: Sir David Eccles, Sir 
George Burt, Sir Richard Coppock, Sir Godfrey Ince, 
Sir Frederick Leggett, Maj.-Gen. C. Lloyd, Mr. 
Harold Macmillan, MP, Sir Charles Mole, Sir Walter 
Monckton, MP, Sir Thomas Phillips, Sir Thomas 
Sheepshanks, Marshal of the Royal Air Force Lord 


«Tedder. 


H. J. W. Alexander, J. R. W. Alexander, R. J. 
Allerton, M. B. Blackshaw, Dr. John Brown, A. S. 
Charlton, H. E. Comben, J. C. Cox, Lt.-Col. W. W. 
Dove, F. A. Dryland, H. J. Falkus, N. S. Farrow, 
W. H. Forsdike, K. C. F. Foster, Lt.-Col. R. F. 
Galbraith, G. W. Grosvenor, N. Hannen, S. F. S. 
Hearder, Gerald A. Hill, L. J. Holloway, G. H. A. 
Hughes, E. L. Jones, R. Kean, H. B. Kerr, W. K. 
Laing, G. C. Lawrence, Ian M. Leslie (Editor, The 
Builder), W. G. Lilly. / 

Major R. F. Maitland, D. C. Mallam, Mrs. M. A. 
Montgomery, D. E. Woodbine Parish, D. A. G. Reid, 
W. E. Rice, D. C. C. Roberts, R. L.. Roberts, E. 
Munro Runtz. 


E. A. Seal, P. Shepheard, P. Smallwood, R. E. 
Stenning, C. G. Stillman, Sydney Tatchell, P. E. 
Trench, G. P. Vale, F. Leslie Wallis, Michael T. 


Waterhouse, N. E. Wates S. F. Wilkinson, F. Wood- 
cock, A. W. Yeomans. 


Stonemasons’ Gift 


THE LONDON ASSOCIATION of Master 
Stonemasons has sent a donation of £50 to 
the London Master Builders Association 
Educational Awards Prize Fund. In a letter 
to the president, Mr. C. C. Harvey, presi- 
dent of the Stonemasons, said that in view 
of the very favourable reports given from 
time to time on the LMBA Educational 
Awards Prize Fund, it had been decided at 
a special general meeting that the Associa- 
tion make a contribution of £50 towards this 
valuable activity. 


Practice Arbitration 


THe LMBA, in conjunction with the 
Institute of Arbitrators, is to hold another 
practice arbitration in the Henry Jarvis Hall 
of theRIBA on the evening of October 21. 
Some three years ago it held its first prac- 
tice arbitration with the co-operation of the 
Institute of Arbitrators to show members 
just how the system worked, The question 
to be at issue is a dispute between the owner 
of a boys’ preparatory school and the builder 
who has carried out some alterations for 
him. The Arbitrator will be Mr. E. D. 
Jefferiss Mathews, OBE, FRIBA, and the 
parts of the architect and the builder will be 
taken by Mr. P. V. Burnett, FRIBA, and 
Mr. A. W. Yeomans, MIOB, respectively. 
The “ building owner” will be Mr. R 
Stenning, Secretary of the LMBA, and 
Counsel in the case will be Mr. J. Fox- 
Andrews and Mr. P. Macnair. Admission 
will be by ticket only. 
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ROMAN VILLA REVEALED 
MoW Somerset Excavations 


OODEN writing tablets with ink 
inscriptions of the third century AD; 
as well as pewter and copper jugs, coins, 
brooches and other metal objects, all in 
good condition, were among the objects 
recovered from the well of a Roman villa 
during a Ministry of Works “rescue” 
excavation carried out at Chew Stoke in 
Somerset. These excavations were a matter 
of urgency and the Bristol Waterworks 
Company agreed to the Ministry investigat- 
ing the archaeological sites in the Chew 
Valley before they disappeared under 4,500 
million gallons of water in a new reservoir. 
the Chew Valley Lake. 


When excavations. started on the Roman 
Villa, in July, 1953, the outlet of the reservoir 
had already been closed and the water was 
steadily rising. During the following 
October it was at flood times flowing into 
the valley at the rate of 100 million gallons 
a day; and by the beginning of March, 1954, 
the site was completely cut off and acces- 
sible only by boat. Towards the end of the 
operations it was no longer possible to get a 
bulldozer to the “island” and_ the 
archaeologists had to level the site by hand. 


Although archaeological field-work is a 
slow process and the interests of the Bristol 
Waterworks Company lay in completing the 
reservoir on time, the company made grants 
totalling £500 towards the cost of the excava- 
tions; authorised its contractors to hire 
excavating machines for the archaeologists 
to prepare the way for hand excavation; and 
provided the Ministry’s supervisors with a 
tield headquarters. 


USE OF 50-TON SCRAPER 


A fifty-ton scraper, capable of cutting a 
strip 100 ft. long, 10 ft. wide and two feet 
deep in 30 minutes, revealed the whole set- 
ting of the Roman villa. This was found to 
have a system of land drainage ditches 
extending for a quarter of a mile in all 
directions. Further excavation brought to 
light evidence of settlement in the early 
Bronze Age, through the Iron Age and the 
whole of the Roman period, and again in 
medieval times. The villa had no rich 
mosaics or other luxuries, but produced a 
great many finds of pottery, bronze, glass 
and jet, as well as 150 coins. It had been 
inhabited until the end of the fourth century 
AD. In the twelfth century its walls were 
robbed for burning in the three circular 
lime kilns found close by. These had been 
built over the Roman lime kiln, which 
probably supplied lime for the mortar used 
in building the walls originally. 


The number of small finds reached such 
proportions that it was no longer practicable 
to bring them up to the Ministry of Works 
laboratory for treatment, which was conse- 
quently carried out on site. 


Further work is to be carried out at two 
other major sites in the valley. At Herriott’s 
Bridge there is a ditched settlement, cover- 
ing at least eight acres, which was used 
throughout Roman times. Last year 
mechanical strippers, providing clay for the 
reservoir embankments, revealed hearths, 
burials and land drainage ditches. It is 
hoped to locate the dwelling places of the 
people who left these traces. At Ben 
Bridge, the same machines unearthed 
Romano-British cremation enclosures and 
traces of Early Bronze Age occupation. 
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BUILDING HOUSES FOR 
KEY WORKERS 


Need for Clarification of 
Responsibilities 
{From a Legal Correspondent] 


To assist industry in finding key 

workers when the labour resources 
of the area are not adequate the Govern- 
ment has from time to time asked local 
authorities if they will build houses for 
such workers. Some local authorities 
have not been prepared to do this but 
others, with the incentive of an allocation 
of extra houses, have been willing to do 
so. These houses have been built under 
the ordinary powers contained in the 
Housing Acts and are included in 
the Housing Revenue Account. The 
local authority allocate the houses, collect 
the rents, do the repairs and, where 
necessary, terminate the tenancies. At 
the same time the special relationship to 
industry may cause difficulties and these 
may be illustrated by a case recently 
heard in the Middleton magistrates court. 


The Middleton Corporation had, at the 
request of the Government, built or were 
in course of erecting 120 houses for an 
industrial concern, The land on which 
the houses were to be erected had been 
acquired under Part V of the Housing 
Act, 1936, by compulsory purchase after 
an inquiry held before an Inspector of the 
Minister. The local authority had signed 
an agreement with the company con- 
cerned and under this agreement the 
company agreed to pay the local 
authority’s share of the housing subsidy 
in respect of each house occupied by their 
workers. On their own accord the com- 
pany entered into individual agreements 
with their workers to reimburse them this 
amount out of their wages by way of 
deduction, and it was understood at the 
time of signing this agreement that if the 
workers left the factory they would leave 
their houses. At the same time the actual 
letting took place through the ordinary 
channels of local authority house letting. 


When one of the tenants left his em- 
ployment the local authority after con- 
sideration gave notice to quit to the 
tenant and applied to the magistrates at 
the magistrates court for an order for 
possession under the Small Tenements 
Recovery Act, 1838. The tenant was re- 
presented by counsel who claimed that 
the Corporation were not exercising 
“their full powers of control and 
management,” in the words of Lord 
Porter in the case of Shelley v London 
County Council, 1948, they had not 
“exercised their right to pick and 
choose.” In effect they were merely carry- 
ing out the wishes of the company. 
Counsel for the Corporation contended 
that the local authority could obtain 
possession in the words of the Lord Chief 
Justice in the case of Jenkins v Padding- 
ton Corporation, heard this year, even 
“if they did not like the colour of the 
tenant’s eyes.” To the suggestion that 
the agreement between the company and 
the Corporation was illegal he replied 
that if it was it would not matter because 
if the agreement was illegal it would not 
be binding on the Corporation and thus 
they could still exercise their statutory 
powers of “control and management ” 
contained in the Housing Act. 
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APPEAL TO HIGH COURT 


It is interesting to note that the original 
agreement between the company and the 
Corporation had been replaced by a new 
agreement which had amended slightly its 
provisions. The financial provisions re- 
lating to the subsidy still remained but the 
new agreement was so expressed as to 
clarify the position by leaving no doubt 
that the local authority had not relin- 
quished its power of control. At the end 
of the hearing counsel for the tenant 
asked for a case to be stated to the Divi- 
sional Court of the High Court, and it is 
understood that the appeal is going for- 
ward. 

From these bare facts of the magi- 
strates’ court case the difficulties of the 
position of a local authority can be 
appreciated. A local authority has to 
consider the needs of its own residents 
and cannot afford to give more than a 
bare minimum of houses to outsiders. 
Large concerns are enabled, if they so 
desire, to form housing associations. One 
thing is certain. Whoever builds the 
houses the needs of a moving industrial 
population must clearly be met in some 
way. The term “ key workers ” does not 
always include highly salaried officials 
who can afford to buy and sell their own 
houses, and thus some houses must be 
provided to rent. The question arises 
who must bear the responsibility of build- 
ing these houses: the Government, the 
local authority or the industrial concerns? 


INSTITUTE OF CLAY 
WORKERS 


Presentation of National Bricklaying 
Competition Awards 


(THE awards in the National Bricklaying 
Competition organised by the Institute 
of Clay Workers, were presented by the 
Institute’s Chairman, Mr. M. S. Whitehouse, 
MBE, at a luncheon given by the Institute 
at the Charing Cross Hotel, London, on 
September 23. The winning award was 
illustrated in The Builder of July 9 last. 
Before presenting the awards, MR. WHITE- 
HOUSE referred to the criticisms of brick- 
makers made at the British Architects’ Con- 
ference at Torquay last summer. Brick- 





Mr. M. S. Whitehouse, MBE, Chair- 

man of the Institute of Clay Workers, 

presenting the first prize in the National 

Bricklaying Competition te Mr. #. W. 
Field. 
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makers, he said, were not less aware than 
architects of the future possibilities of their 
industry, and he himself had confidence in 
their ability to produce the materials the 
architects required. As an example of the 
industry’s progressiveness, Mr. Whitehouse 
said there was not a brickmaker in the 
country who had not quadrupled his range 
of colour for bricks in the last 20 years; 
100 years ago the range was simply red, yel- 
low or perhaps a white gault brick. 

Mr. Whitehouse claimed that the standard 
brick today was itself a modular size, and it 
must not be neglected in any modular 
system that might be formulated. In regard 
to the packaging of bricks, he said the prac- 
tical -difficulty was to meet the various re- 
quirements of different customers whose 
ideas differed so much on the size and type 
of package required. 

Mr. Cecit C. HANDISyDE, ARIBA, one of 
the assessors (with Mr. Whitehouse and Mr. 
J. C. Hodge) in the competition, said he had 
been quite staggered in the quality of 
craftsmanship displayed by the entrants. He 
had to say, however, that the standard of 
design of the set pieces the competitors were 
asked to build was in many cases deplor- 
able; this, he thought, might be avoided if 
the students could be kept in closer touch 
with the ideas of architects during their 
period of training. 

The awards were as follows: 

First prize (£50).—J. W. Field, of Enfield (name of 
Principal and school where work completed, respec- 
tively: T. J. Drakeley, The Northern Polytechnic, 
London, N7). 

Second prize (£25).—A. Shopland, Peas Pottage, 
Sussex (E. Crawford, West Sussex CC Sec. Tech. 
School, Horsham). 

Third prize (£15).—R. W. A. Waite, Corringham 
(T. L. Morgan, Municipal College, Southend-on-Sea). 

Highly commended.—P. F. Churchyard, Whitton 
(A. G. Webb, Twickenham Tech. College). 


The successful competitors are also to receive a 
bronze medal. 


Mr. Whitehouse also presented the prizes 
for the Institute of Clayworkers’ Essay 
Competition. The prizewinners were: 


First prize (£20).—L. R. Brown, of the Ib: 
Brick and Tile Co. . -_ 
ond prize (£10).—L. Hannaford-Hill, Western 
Counties Brick Co. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


Design of Office Furniture 


THE MINISTRY OF Works has invited 
certain manufacturers to take part in a 
competition for office furniture for 
Government departments. Although the 
competition is restricted to manufacturers 
they may employ outside designers if they 
wish to do so. The object of the compe- 
tition is to find a high standard of design 
suitable to present-day needs. Manufac- 
turers have been given a general indica- 
tion of the requirements but wil have a 
free hand in the design and in the choice 
of materials. 

Entries for the competition will be 
judged by a panel under the chairmanship 
of Sir Hugh Casson, RDI, MA, FRIBA, 
Professor of the Department of Interior 
Design at the Royal College of Art. The 
members of the panel will be: 

Mr. J. Howe, FRIBA, FSIA (Society 
of Industrial Artists); Mr. H. J. Cutler, 
MBE, MSIA (Head of the Furniture 
Department, High Wycombe College of 
Further Education); Mr. G. E. Dunn 
(Council of Industrial Design); Mr. 
Eric Bedford, CVO, FRIBA (Chief 
Architect, Ministry of Works); and Mr. 
A. L. Barclay, OBE (Deputy-Controller 
of Supplies, Ministry of Works). 

The closing date for the competition is 
October 28. 
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American Housebuilding in Transition 
3.—EFFECT OF EXTERNAL RESTRICTIONS 


We continue our extracts from “ Housebuilding in Transition,’ by Sherman 
J. Maisel, Associate Professor of Business Administration at the University of 


California, published in England by 


HERE is a widespread belief that a 
major source of the high cost of 
houses today is a drain by outside forces 
exerting various forms of extortion. 
Critics subscribing to this belief hold that 
the first step in reducing building costs 
should be the removal of external restric- 
tions. The business and professional 
Press frequently gives voice to this idea 
and it is the main thesis of American 
Housing. 

Although few specific estimates of the 
amount of inefficiency caused by restric- 
tive forces can be found, the impression 
is common that probably half or more 
of the cost of a house is wasted in this 
manner. As an example, a conference 
held by the Magazine of Building 
reported its belief that savings of from 
20 to 40 per cent. would result merely by 
removing a few of the chief restrictions. 

Each of the principal suppliers to 
housebuilding has been accused of 
specific restrictions which result in in- 
efficiency. It has been stated that 
materials manufacturers and suppliers 
have engaged in price fixing to keep 
prices high and have thus reaped excess 
profits, at the same time avoiding the 
necessity of introducing new materials 
and _ techniques. 2 have enforced 
distribution policies to bolster established 
groups against efforts to re-route materials 
around them and have hindered the open- 
ing of new channels of distribution and 
elimination of unnecessary steps. In 
short, their policies are said to have made 
impossible the most efficient and 
economical supply of materials to the 
house. 

Sub-contractors, it has been stated, have 
upheld and profited from the cumbersome 
system of materials distribution, and their 
resistance to the integration of building 
operations has resulted in severe schedul- 
ing problems, jurisdictional conflicts, 
wastes, and damage. Critics declare that 
the use of many sub-contractors and the 
bidding system lead to a lowering of 
quality and to instability in production 
relationships in place of the efficiency 
that comes with familiarity and con- 
tinuity of association. 


The widespread accusations to which 
organised building labour has been sub- 
jected by the general public are certainly 
familiar to all. The main complaint 
against the unions has been that they 
needlessly increase the cost of house- 
building by their working rules and at 
times by limiting output per hour directly. 
Their practices are said to lower the 
actual output of units of work per dollar, 
in a market where hourly wage rates are 
thought by many to be already stagger- 
ingly high. It has also been claimed that 
the number of different crafts and their 
high degree of organisation lead to 
frequent strikes and jurisdictional con- 
flicts. Rationalisation of the building 
process is hampered, it is said, by the 
problem of craft lines and the desire of 
the workers to maintain the existing num- 
ber of jobs per house. Finally, critics 
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aver that the practice of making entry 
difficult into the building trades has 
lowered the general efficiency of labour 
and kept the average age of artisans 
higher than it would otherwise be. 

Building codes and the policies of 
financial institutions cause wastes when 
they require an excess amount of 
materials and of labour. In addition, 
they impede progress toward the most 
efficient design. Codes also help in en- 
forcing the restrictions initially imposed 
by various groups. Since wastes and 
restrictions in any given area of supply 
are supposed to reinforce those of the 
others, the cumulative effect of all the 
restrictions is said to be greater than 
simply a summation of each. It is 
believed that the effect of this cumula- 
tion is to freeze the pattern of the 
housebuilding industry in its local mould 
and to deprive it of the flexibility and 
growing space that an _ aggressively 
expanding industry must have. New 
types of producing organisation, new 
techniques and materials, and alternative 
methods of distribution consequently have 
a hard time making headway, according 
to many critics. 


REASONS FOR RESTRICTIVE 
PRACTICES 


The meng reasons advanced for the 
prevalence of these restrictive practices 
are: (1) Since each part of the industry 
supplies only a small fraction of the final 
product, it neglects the effect of its price 
policy on total demand. (2) The amount 
of insecurity in the industry has been so 
great that all its components are willing 
—in fact, eager—to sacrifice potential 
expansion for increased security. 


The first type of action is sept by 
the principle of derived demand. Because 
a house is composed of several hundred 
items of material and types of labour, 
each supplier’s demand curve is derived 
from—but is different from—the general 
demand for housing construction. Since 
each individual is concerned with his own 
demand rather than with that of the 
industry, each will take action which, 
though appearing best for himself, may 
= the aggregate prove to be worst for 
all. 


For example, a supplier of a certain 
material may furnish one per cent. of a 
house. By doubling his price, if his unit 
sales remain constant, he would double 
his revenue, but would increase the 
price of the house by only one per cent. 
This small price rise would not appreci- 
ably change the total demand for the 
product. The supplier’s demand curve 
depends upon the possibilities of substitu- 
tion of other products and the competi- 
tion of other dealers rather than on the 
primary demand for housing. 


If this supplier operates in accordance 
with the general principle of free competi- 
tion and attempts to maximise his profits, 
he will pay attention only to his demand 
curve, since his actions are too slight to 
influence the total demand. 
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Some suppliers may even go beyond 
the limits of free competition and enter 
into restrictive price agreements. Since 
the price at which they sell is so import- 
ant to their own income but so insignifi- 
cant a part of the final unit, why should 
they not combine with their nominal 
competitors so that all may obtain a 
higher price? . This solution is made 
more attractive by the second force—the 
desire for security. In this connection, 
American Housing states: 


Restraints in housebuilding can be 
partially explained as efforts of the sub- 
sidiary groups in the industry to acquire 
stability and security that cannot be 
obtained from chronically weak and 
unstable management in a restricted 
local market. Each group strives to 
protect itself as best it can. But 
interests are diverse and alliances shift. 
Manufacturers of building materials 
strengthen themselves by mergers or 
mutual agreements. These, in turn, 
endanger the position of local distri- 
butors, who consequently combine in 
self - protection. Sub - contractors 
generally cannot individually resist the 
price pressures of distributors of 
materials on the one hand and of 
general contractors on the other. 
Hence they make intra-trade agree- 
ments. Finally, labour unions, faced 
with seasonal and sporadic employ- 
ment, have often consented to act as 
the enforcing agents for restrictive 
agreements of sub-contractors or sup- 
pliers in the hope of protecting their 
jobs and earnings. 

Finding the actual extent and effect of 
restrictions is of major importance in any 
study of housebuilding. If these forces 
cause significant inefficiencies, then the 
improvement of housebuilding requires 
the removal of the restrictions or the dis- 
covery of methods to circumvent them. 

In this study of Bay area housebuilding, 
therefore, great emphasis was placed on 
scrutinising these restrictions and estimat- 
ing their total effect on housing costs. 
Previously there was no accurate data for 
this purpose. Careful examination of 
the plethora of statements on the subject 
revealed that few, if any, of them were 
based upon sound fact. It became clear 
that most estimates of losses due to 
restrictions were based on a few specific 
cases located in isolated cities, which 
might or might not have general applica- 
tion. For example, the problems of 
plumbing in Chicago, the use of wood in 
Denver, and of electrical installations in 
New York are cited over and over again. 
Is each of these situations found in all 
areas of the country? To establish the 
great loss of efficiency alleged, each of 
these conditions, and many more, would 
have to apply to every house built. Is this 
the case? 

To answer this question, the external 
restrictions which the builder faced were 
examined in detail and an attempt was 
made to estimate their effect on cost. The 
study was based on the observed opera- 
tions of builders and on their reactions 
to the groups with which they dealt, as 
well as upon specific surveys of each of 
these other classes. 

The San Francisco-Oakland area is a 


good locale for such a study. It is one 
of the most highly unionised areas for 
housebuilding in the country. In many 


materials and service industries there is a 
long history of lack of competition, 
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HIGH PERFORMANCE - LOW PRICE 





The better job at lower cost is no pipe dream. You 
can prove as much with a Platypus. These all- 
British crawlers are gluttons for tough work, yet 
they’re remarkably cheap to buy and run. 


FEATURES INCLUDE : 
@ 6-speed gearbox 

@ high back-up speed 

e cheap track replacements 


@ track disconnection at any link 


Ancillary equipment includes Winch, Scraper, 
P.T.O. Pulley, Lighting, and All-Weather Cab. 


PRICE SON BSB Cex worn 


Platypus 30, complete with sump guard, and 
angle-dozer 





Platypus 50 and special “Bogmaster” models also 
available. 





Above : Messrs. W. R. Selwood Ltd., of Chandler’s Ford, Hants, us 
Platypus 30 with a Conder Ripper and Conder 3-yard Scraper. 
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ROTARY HOES LTD 
INDUSTRIAL DIVISION - HORNDON - ESSEX 


Tel.: Herongate 36l Telegrams : Rotovate, Brentwood 
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BUILDERS SINCE 1786 


Y. J. LOVELL & SON LTD 


TUDOR HOUSE, EASTON STREET, HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS. 





NEW PRIMARY SCHOOL, ABINGDON. BRIDGWATER & SHEPHEARD, F/A.R.1.B.A., Architects. 


HEAD OFFICE: GERRARDS CROSS, BUCKS. LONDON OFFICE: 6 BATHURST STREET, W.2 


MARLOW + BEACONSFIELD +« HORSHAM °* EAST GBINSTEAD + EASTBOURNE 














Erreceeeeenny . 


There are Rawlplug Fixing Devices for 
almost every material in the world... 


What an astonishing variety there is in Rawiplug Fixing 
Devices! You want an air and watertight screw fixing in 
sheet metal or glass? Use a Rawinut! Or a fixing in a 
lath and plaster ceiling? Rawlplug Spring Toggles! Fixing 
conduit to steel girders without drilling? Rawiclips! For 
screw fixings in brick, stone, etc., there’s the famous and 
speedy Rawiplug; for bolting down machines, Rawibolts 
and Bolt Anchors. Whether it is breeze or cork, plasterboard, 
plastic or cavity brick, use the right Rawiplug Fixing 
Device and your difficulties vanish. 

If you have a fixing problem, write our Technical Service Dept. 
They will be delighted to help you. 


CROMWELL RD., 
LONDON, S.W.7 


THE RAWLPLUG 
COMPANY LTD. 





THE WORLD-WIDE FIXING DEVICES ORGANISATION 
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fostered in many cases by State laws 
aimed at reducing competition. Financial 
institutions wield a dominant influence 
on building. The area is split into 
at least 52 administrative units, each 
with separate jurisdiction over building. 
Only its codes are atypical. They are 
probably somewhat more progressive 
than those in the rest of the country and 
may reflect benefits which other areas 
hope to reach in the next few years. 
But even this advantage is not an absolute 
one, since if one examined only the 
largest city in every metropolitan area, 
this region would appear no better than 
the rest. 

It is possible that the results are less 
applicable to other areas than are most 
data in this study. Other cities may have 
different underlying situations. The par- 
ticular time studied may also cause 
variances. For example, labour condi- 
tions differ greatly from what they were 
in the prewar period and may change 
still more in the future. During most of 
the postwar period there has been such 
a serious shortage of competent men in 
ali trades that the unions have been less 
strict in enforcing rules and have main- 
tained open rolls to qualified applicants, 
thus removing two important sources of 
friction from the scene. Contractors have 
been eager for men. With adequate 
labour and materials and as long as they 
paid no more than their competitors, they 
could make money no matter what the 
wage scale. The result of this situation 
is the common practice of paying above 
scale for efficient men, with the union 
scale acting as a floor. The labour 
shortage has also left building labour in 
an anomalous position with respect to the 
Taft-Hartley Act. Builders have not 
wanted to rock their profitable boat by 
demanding ambiguous rights. Rights to 
use certain materials, methods, and so on, 
theoretically guaranteed under the Act, 
have not been claimed. What might 
happen in a later, more competitive situa- 
tion cannot be predicted from present 
circumstances. 

Even taking into consideration possible 
divergences caused by time and 
geography, it is believed that on the whole 
the following picture of inefficiency 
resulting from external restrictions is 
accurate for the Bay area, and that it 
reflects the situation in other areas more 
correctly than do most discussions. 


MATERIALS DISTRIBUTION 

Restraints in building materials can 
occur only if there is an absence of com- 
petition in a particular industry and then 
only if the housebuilder lacks sufficient 
economic strength to strike a fair bargain 
with the monopolists. Competition can 
be absent when a few manufacturers 
control most of an industry or when 
illegal price and distribution agreements 
exist among manufacturers or local 
distributors. 

It has been believed that housebuilders 
have faced restrictions from each of these 
sources. Some materials had concen- 
trated production, some were controlled 
by illegal agreements, and sometimes the 
builder’s bargaining power was weak. 
Examination of the Bay area situation 
indicated that restraints currently existed 
only in materials having a limited number 
of manufacturers. In other materials, 
either illegal agreements were not com- 
mon, or else builders had sufficient 
strength to thwart them. Furthermore, 
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even in the cases where a few firms did 
control the entire output, the larger 
builders were still able to obtain reason- 
able prices. 

At least two-thirds of the materials 
going into the house come from competi- 
tive industries. Large- and medium-sized 


builders are frequently bigger than 
producers in these industries. (For 
example, even the smallest of large 


builders uses more lumber than is turned 
out by 90 per cent. of the mills in the 
country.) As a result, these builders 
could use their bargaining power to the 
hilt, could obtain rock-bottom prices, and 
and could insist upon the most economic 
channels of distribution. 

Although certain large firms in these 
competitive materials lines sometimes set 
up distribution policies which theoreti- 
cally prevented the builders from obtain- 
ing lowest prices, their attempts were not 
successful. If there is enough cornpeti- 
tion, the builder with sufficient purchas- 
ing power will either refrain from dealing 
with such firms and will get his supplies 
from the smaller, less established 
producers, or special deals will be made 
allowing him to get approximately the 
same prices from the firms which 
theoretically will not grant them. 


CONCENTRATED CONTROLS 


It is in the one-third of the materials 
supplied by industries with concentrated 
control that real problems arise. Since 
competition in these industries is either 
indirect or oligopolistic, the controlling 
firms can establish price and distribution 
policies that are best for themselves, but 
are inefficient from the consumer’s point 
of view. Little is known about the true 
efficiency of these pricing policies. Prices 
in these industries are more stable than 
competitive industries in periods of either 
rising of falling prices. Whether on 
balance this is good or bad for the 
economy is uncertain. 

More can be said about their market- 
ing policies. It is argued, for example, 
that because of their market control, 
suppliers in these industries can insist 
upon unnecessary steps in the’ distribu- 
tion channel, thereby raising the costs of 
materials. It is claimed that the prices 
quoted to builders do not vary with 
builders’ size and that firms are forced 
to purchase through middlemen whether 
or not they require the services of these 
marketing groups. Those who believe 
that this constitutes a restraint state that 
prices should depend upon the quantity 
purchased and not upon the functions for 
which the purchasing firm is established. 
They say that a carload lot should be 
sold at the carload price whether to a 
dealer or to a builder. This point has 
been a subject of bitter debate, rising 
even into the realm of congressional in- 
vestigation. No decision has as yet been 
reached. 

Several industries have maintained that 
dealers’ discounts are justified because a 
retail distribution system is necessary to 
handle the requirements of the small 
builder and the individual homeowner, 
and any attempt to short-circuit the 
system endangers it and constitutes unfair 
competition. Therefore, these industries 
established their discount arrangement on 
a purely functional basis. 

In certain trades, sales are made by the 
manufacturer only to bona fide retail 
dealers. To qualify, dealers must sell 
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lumber and building materials at retail. 
They must maintain and keep open to the 
public a yard, office, and sales force. 
They must carry sufficient inventories for 
a general public trade. In other in- 
dustries, manufacturers have set up a 
firm distribution channel by agreeing to 
sell on an exclusive basis to a given 
wholesaler or to a selected group of 
wholesalers. When iarge ___ builders 
approach manufacturers in_ industries 
where these practices prevail, they are 
referred to the dealer in their area, or the 
order may be accepted at the normal re- 
tail price with the difference turned over 
by the manufacturer to the dealer. 

Builders and contractors hold that such 
a system is inefficient and needlessly 
raises the price of materials and there- 
fore the final cost of the house. They 
maintain that when builders become large 
enough to purchase in the same quantities 
as the dealer, the latter’s functions have 
atrophied and should be excised. They 
speak of any sums paid to the dealer on 
quantity-direct-shipment purchases as a 
rake-off or hold-up paid without justifi- 
cation. 

In certain instances this conflict is a 
semantic one. Some manufacturing 
firms do not set up any sales of their own, 
but prefer to delegate sales functions to a 


- broker or wholesaler for an entire area. 


These manufacturers are usually not 
equipped to deal directly with purchasers. 
In such cases the earnings of the whole- 
saler are usually equal to or less than the 
amount the manufacturer would have to 
pay for his own staff. This kind of 
arrangement is common.. Some firms 
shift back and forth between some such 
exclusive distributorship and their own 
branches. In these arrangements whole- 
salers have a true economic function 
which is not a waste. 


Even if these distributors maintain 
rigid prices and are less amenable to bar- 
gaining pressure from the builders, in- 
efficiency cannot be proved. Manufactur- 
ing firms in concentrated industries make 
their firm price policies effective by 
limiting their distributorships. The fact 
of limited distribution is not in itself a 
waste. It may even raise efficiency. 

There are other cases, however, where 
the mill or wholesaler is equipped to deal 
with builders but still insists that the addi- 
tional channel of a retailer be used. Most 
observers think this a less desirable state 
of affairs. In the previous example, the 
wholesalers’ markup includes only minor 
profits, selling, credit, and bookkeeping 
expenses—usually 3 to 5 per cent—which 
could not be eliminated, no matter who 
performed these functions. In the second 
case, the retailers’ markup includes pay- 
ments for handling, storage, delivery, and 
other services not required by the builder. 
It is a much larger and more important 
sum. 


Although this controversy has not been 
settled, it was a somewhat academic 
question during the period of this study. 
This was not true in the immediate post- 
war period, when materials were in such 
short supply that, instead of obtaining 
discounts on volume purchases, builders 
frequently had to pay black market 
prices. During 1949 and most of 1950, 
however, supplies of many items had be- 
come adequate. Builders reported that 
they were able to make quantity pur- 
chases of formerly short items at dis- 
counts approaching those of the normal 
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dealer. These discounts were obtained in well as the co-ordination of the move- relatively unskilled jobs. In contrast, 
three principal ways: (1) Firms theoreti- ment of men among them requires special since builders cannot guarantee steady 
cally wedded to the idea of giving only supervision, usually performed by the work over any long period, they must re- 
functional discounts, in actuality accepted trade contractors. (4) The trade con- construct their specialised crews fre- 
builders’ orders under various pretexts. tractor further assumes the function of quently, and so their entire labour force 
(2) Builders established or purchased furnishing materials and certain equip- will be drawn from the pool of unskilled 
building materials supply affiliates which ment, since he can frequently concentrate men. 
met the definition of dealers and there- purchases of a given item for many The planning for and supervision of a 
fore were eligible to purchase at dealers’ houses. large number of different skills and crafts 
discount. (3) Approved dealers were will- | Given a need for specialised mechanics, : 
c E . 4 ‘ ery can also be handled more efficiently by 
ing to accept builders’ orders for carload the builder gains greater flexibility and a guyb-contracting. If the builder hires 
lots shipped directly to the builder’s decrease in the problems of supervision jabour directly, it must be supervised 
siding and on these to charge only a through sub-contracting. Large firms Most trade contractors charge approxi- 
neminal (5 per cent.) markup. have a sufficient volume of work in many mately the same amounts as the builder 
The results of these possibilities are re- of the sub-crafts to warrant hiring would have to pay for his own 
flected in the gypsum industry, where mechanics on a full-time basis if they supervisors. Furthermore, the sub- 
there is nominally complete protection of so desired, Ordinarily they would be contractors’ supervision and planning are 
the distribution channel. The few large allowed to do this, though in a few cases |jkely to be more effective. A Jack-of-all- 
manufacturers state they will sell only to union regulations require the purchasing trades will usually prove less efficient 
established dealers. Therefore, it might or establishing of a specialised subsidiary. than a man skilled at one. In addition. the 
be supposed that all builders of whatever However, experience shows that hiring trade contractor has a ready-made profit 
scale would have to pay the retail price. directly is usually not worth while. The incentive for cutting costs, which the 
With adequate supplies, this was not average skill of the men available would pyijder would have to attempt to dupli- 
true. In the period 1949-1950, medium- be far less than that of the men working cate by some sort of bonus or profit- 
sized builders obtained occasional direct for sub-contractors. A firm attempting sharing arrangement 
shipments and purchased others at a dis- to handle specialised tasks directly would ‘ , 
count below that normally available to find its cost for skilled labour running _, hese are the reasons for the existence 
small builders. Average large builders higher on an efficiency basis than that Of Sub-contracting. What, however, of 
received -carload shipments upon pay- paid by sub-contractors. This is because the claims that the trade contractors 
ment of a nominal fee to retail dealers. sub-contractors, by working for many ‘alse their prices unduly by carving out 
The largest builders bought directly and prime contractors, can maintain a Private preserves from which they bar 
paid the lowest price. Similar results also steadier work load. They retain their housebuilders? Given the need for trade 
were obtained in the .other concentrated most efficient men on a full-time basis COMtractors, it is not surprising that they 
industries. and turn to the less skilled labour pool ™ay, attempt, like other businessmen, to 
The over-all situation, then, was one only in unusual circumstances. Even combine to lower competition. Since 


ition in i - when new men are hired, the fall in aver- ¢Otry into these activities is so easy that 
of active competition in industries pro ition in most periods is extremely 


cing the bulk of the materials for a age efficiency will be slight since it will compet : 1 
— and limited competition in the depend on the ratio of new men to the active, combines are frequently believed 
others. In these latter industries, manu- total number of employees; and indeed desirable by both the trade contractors 
facturers do set price and distribution such a fall need not occur at all since and the unions. 
policies which might be inefficient for the temporary employees can be given (To be continued.) 
housebuilding. If the distribution 
methods are very inefficient, however, 


larger builders can secure relief. There 5 ‘ ' ats 
is 8 clear indication as to whether or we SUTTON DWELLINGS or oe Fy wi comprising 
the results of the remaining price an > : ; 
selling policies are wastes. It is probable Plymouth Scheme for Aged § The —_ shows that there was a de- 
that because of the large sector of T['HE annual report of the Sutton ciency of £8,685 on the dwellings 
supplies which is competitive, the total Dwellings Trust for the year 1953, £17259 i — The Pe ys with 
costs of materials are not unduly raised has recently been published and contains 41.712 of the trust's + nal result of. the 
by restrictions. details of a scheme for old people on a (which i i Pp: lain irc re 
site of nearly 12 acres at Crownhill, Ply- ‘Wich include a large sum in respect o 
SUB-CONTRACTORS cacath. for which the atchitetts. Seers interest on investments) is a surplus of 
Many popular assumptions about sub- Louis de Soissons, RA, FRIBA, and Hs cam Lind mee ee — Rees 
tracting—that it lowers efficiency, raises Partners, have prepared detailed plans. to ce ae £4 648 ant ~~ ich Now 
costs, and leads to instability—are con- 126 single-storey cottages are to e pee ae <" I d £105 538 pete ae ope 
tradicted by our study in the Bay area erected, of which 40 will be for persons ¢XPenditure totalle cectiis of Sear ent 
of the reasons for sub-contracting and its ]iving alone; the remainder will be for = y average per Gwelling Of ds. 2d. per 
var al relative “6 its ae households consisting of “~ people. = —_ 
uilding appears to be one of the many of the double cottages are being specia 
industries where vertical disintegration modified to meet se nin Pig a REPAIRS AND RENTS ACT : 
The trustees record their satisfaction 


increases efficiency and lowers costs with- abled old people. The scheme is being eS ‘ C 
out lessening stability. The fact that most carried out in co-operation with the Ply- with the provision in the Housing Repairs 


large firms have tried integrating various mouth Corporation and will attract the and Rents Act, 1954, whereunder tenan- 
of the processes normally sub-contracted fyll housing subsidy. The conception of cies of the trust are to be taken outside 
but have usually returned to sub-contract- the scheme has owed much to the keen the Rent Restrictions-Acts. They state 
ing them, is of great importance because and energetic interest of Alderman Sir that the new Act affords the opportunity 
it shows that the present prevalence of Miles Mitchell, KBE, of Manchester, one Of re-establishing the trust’s finances on 
sub-contracting is the result of a policy of the trustees, and is to be known as 2 sound basis. 

deliberately adopted by builders after “Miles Mitchell Village.” A site has The experience gained by the trust in 
testing alternative possibilities. It would been reserved on which it is hoped will connection with social and other ameni- 
seem, therefore, to be based on solid eventually be provided by other agencies ties on small housing estates is set out in 
economic foundations of greater effici- 4 rest home or sick bay, a non-residential the report. These include institutes, 
ency. club, and a hostel for old people living sports pavilions, social rooms, tennis 
The logic of trade contracting has de- alone for whom ordinary cottage accom- courts and bowling greens, all of which 


veloped as follows: (1) Efficiency reaches modation is not suitable. The report have been handed over to the tenants to 
On the whole, it is stated, the 


its maximum under specialised labour. states that these additional buildings are manage. t _ th 
(2) Specialised labour reaches its maxi- unlikely to be provided at once. | tenants have handled their responsibili- 
mum effectiveness when applied regularly _ The trustees report that to the end of ties very well, but some of the tenants’ 
on many units. (A carpenter who December 1953, they had developed 23 associations are now experiencing some 
specialises in dry-wall installation is most estates, of which six are in London and financial difficulty. There are facilities 
effective if he hangs only gypsum boards the remaining 17 in other large towns. for children’s play on some estates, in- 
and hangs them continuously.) (3) The The total capital expenditure on the cluding see-saws, swings and climbing 








problem of sustaining specialised jobs as estates is £4,259,719. The number of constructions. 
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SURFACE 
Surface wear-layer of oak or 
beech. 


CROSS CENTRE- 
LAYER 


Cross centre-layer of notched 
boards of Swedish pine. 
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BOTTOM-LAYER 


T] his flooring Bottom-layer of pine board 
with longitudinal direction 


is NOT liable for Purchase Tax of grain. 


; : FINISHED SIZE (approx. 
Write for details and samples to your fe" x 53" — 11/13 ft, 
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DISTRIBUTORS : 





ENGLAND AND WALES 


William Evans & Co. (Manchester) Ltd., wIDNES. Denny, Mott & Dickson Ltd., CARDIFF. 
J. A. Hewetson & Co. Ltd., HULL. Horsley Smith & Co. (Hayes) Ltd., HAYEs. 


rust in 
i Reeves & Fox Eliott Ltd., PLYMOUTH. J. T. Stanton & Co. Ltd., KING’s LYNN. 
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Beves & Co. Ltd., sHOREHAM-BY-SEA. 


MALLU TTT 


SCOTLAND 


Brownlee & Co. Ltd., GLASGow. 
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Calling the tune 












































































































































As many as eight hundred wires under tension may work in 
unison to give a CDC pre-stressed concrete product its 
strength. In setting up their lines, CDC can draw upon a 
store of practical experience probably unequalled in this 
country. Fine surface finish is one expression of CDC 
quality. But more important is the confidence that a unit will 
faithfully perform its responsible task for decades to come. 
































CONCRETE DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED 
London Office: 54 Warwick Square, S.W.1. Tate Gallery 0592. Works: Thorney Lane, Iver, Bucks. Iver 809 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Minister Allows London University’s 
Appeal Against LCC’s Daylighting 
Conditions 


[HE Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment has considered the report of his 
inspector, Mr. Shirley Knight, FRIBA, 
MTPI, following the local inquiry into the 
appeal by the University of London (under 
the Town and Country Planning General 
Development Order, 1950) against the day- 
lighting conditions imposed by the London 
County Council in permitting the erection of 
the first part of the Biological Science Block 
of University, College at No. 112-116, Gower- 
street, and has decided to allow the appeal. 
The conditions were (1) the omission of 
the uppermost storey, and (2) the omission 
of the slab projection at the front of the 
building. The reasons for the imposition of 
these conditions were (i) to secure a uniform 
height with the existing Anatomy block 
adjoining to the north, (ii) to reduce the 
degree of excessive bulk of the building in 
relation to its area, and (iii) to reduce the 
obstruction to daylighting of buildings on 
the west side of Gower-street. 

The proposed building is on the east side 
of Gower-street and adjoins the southern 
wall of the Anatomy building. On the 
opposite side of the street the existing build- 
ings consist of a terrace of Georgian houses. 

Expert evidence was given on the question 
of daylighting. This was examined in detail 
and plans and diagrams submitted. The 
conclusion was that the obstruction to the 
daylighting of buildings on the west side of 
Gower-street resulting from the sixth storey 
would be negligible. 

The Minister has carefully considered the 
representations of the parties and the facts 
of the case. He does not consider it essen- 
tial that the building should be of uniform 
height with the Anatomy block to the north 
and he does not regard the omission of the 
top storey as necessary on this ground; 
neither does he see any objection to the slab 
cornice. As regards the objection on the 
ground of excessive bulk, he does not think 
that any impression of overbuilding of the 
site will be created by the design of this 
building, and as regards other considerations, 
such as the generation of excessive traffic, he 
does not think they will apply to this build- 
ing, or that the position would be affected 
by the omission of the top storey. So far 
as the daylighting is concerned, he accepts 
the expert evidence that the effect of the 
sixth storey of the proposed building on the 
houses opposite is negligible. The Minister 
has therefore decided to allew the appeal and 
has accordingly discharged the above- 
mentioned conditions. 


Minister Upholds Council’s Refusal to 
Allow Ribbon Development 


Tue Minister of Housing has dismissed 
the appeal by the executors of the late W. E. 
Ellis agairist the refusal of the Kent County 
Council to permit the erection of dwellings 
on two sites at Dymchurch-road, New Rom- 
ney, Kent. Permission was refused on the 
direction of the Minister of Transport and 
Civil Aviation. The grounds for refusal were 
that the building would constitute ribbon 
development and would result in other 
similar applications, the free flow of traffic 
on a trunk road would be prejudiced and, 
in the case of one site, that it was outside 
any area in wihftch general development was 
proposed. 
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TOWN PLANNING 
APPEAL 


Kent County Council's Objection to 
“ Sporadic Development” 
Opposed 


At a Ministry of Housing and Local 

Government inquiry at Hythe on Sep- 
tember 23, Messrs. D. and G. Mills, builders, 
of Chapel-street, Hythe, appealed against 
the refusal of the Kent County Council to 
give planning permission for the erection of 
houses and shops on land near the West 
Hythe road. The inquiry was conducted by 
Mr. H. R. Wardill, OBE, FRICS, MTPI; 
Mr. T. Lavelle represented the County 
Council, and Mr. G. Dobry the appellants. 


Mr. Dopry said that the land had been 
used for occasional grazing and was actually 
a rabbit warren. Refusal was given in 
February on two grounds, the chief being 
that sporadic ribbon development would 
result. It was proposed to place 48 dwellings 
on the land, and the builders were willing 
to comply with the requirements of the Kent 
River Board in the matter of sewage dis- 
posal. ‘“ The appellants can provide, on this 
site,” said Mr. Dobry, “houses for sale at 
as low a price as £1,250. I hope you will 
be satisfied that they are producing houses 
remarkably inexpensive and remarkably 
satisfactory.” He added that he had never 
come across houses as low-priced as these 
and he felt that this effort, by a local builder, 
deserved every support. 


Mr. W. S. S. YEO, a surveyor, gave his 
opinion that the site was very suitable for 
development, but was not suitable for agri- 
culture. It joined an existing community 
which had been doubled since the war. The 
area of the site was about eight acres; he 
had never known it to flood. In reply to 
a question he said that 40 houses and six 
shops were proposed, but they were willing 
to reduce the number of shops if the local 
authority considered it advisable. 


Mr. GORDON MILLS, a member of the 
firm appealing, said they proposed to erect 
dwellings for sale at prices from £1,250 to 
£1,800. They had recently developed 20 
houses on the West Hythe road and they 
had also developed the Seadown Estate of 
80 houses. He estimated that drainage on 
the site being considered would cost £4,500, 
water £250 and electricity £800. A plastic 
industry was being developed in the district 
and there was a great demand for houses. 


The Town Clerk of Hythe, Mr. R. B. 
SNOWDEN, said that although it was unusual 
for the local authority to be against the 
planning authority, in this case his council 
wished to support the appellant, as they felt 
the application should be granted. He agreed 
that the proposed houses would be very 
cheap. 


The decision of the Minister 
announced later. 


will be 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


500 QUESTIONS ON PAINTING AND DECORAT- 
ING. Second Series. Answered by James 
Lawrence. (Manchester: The Sutherland 
Publishing Co., Ltd.) Price 12s. 6d. 


SPON’S PRACTICAL BUILDERS’ HANDBOOK. 
9th Ed. Edited by A. W. D. Fryer. (Lon- 
don: E. and F. N. Spon, Ltd.) Price 30s. 

THE RooFING READY RECKONER. 2nd Ed. 
Compiled by Ralph Goss. (London: Crosby 
Lockwood and Son, Ltd.) Price 6s. 
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FOOTPATHS AND 
BRIDLEWAYS 


New Circular to Local Authorities 


THe Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government have sent a circular (No. 
65/54) to local authorities on the subject of 
Footpaths and Bridleways. The new 
circular refers to Circular No. 20/53, which 
was sent to local authorities on March 26, 
1953, and which enclosed notes of the proce-. 
dure to be followed when creating, diverting 
or extinguishing public rights of way under 
the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act, 1949, and the Acquisition 
of Land (Authorisation Procedure) Act, 1946. 


The Minister thinks it desirable to 
amplify the information contained in para- 
graphs 2 and 3 of Part I of the Notes which 
relates to the National Parks and Access to 
the Countryside Act, 1949. The circular 
continues: 


“ Paragraph 2—Grounds on which Orders 
can be made” “ (a) Diversion Orders.” The 
Minister is advised that by virtue of Section 
114 of the Act, the word “use” in Section 
42 bears the same meaning as in Section 119 
of the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, i.e., that it does not include the use 
of land by the carrying out of any building 
or other operations thereon. Accordingly, 
orders should not be made under Section 42 
where the purpose is “for securing the 
efficient use of land,” where the use in quest- 
ion includes the carrying out of any building 
or other operations. Such cases may be 
dealt with under the provisions of Section 49 
of the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, which are expressly designed for use 
where diversion of a path is necessary to 
enable development to be carried out in 
accordance with planning permission; or 
under the provisions of Section 3 of the 
Acquisition of Land (Authorisation Proce- 
dure) Act, 1946, which apply to land acquired 
or proposed to be acquired by a local 
authority, and are referred to in Part II of 
the above mentioned Notes. 


OBTAINING CONSENT 


“ Paragraph 3—Consents and Consulta- 
tions required before making Orders.” 
Order-making authorities are reminded that 
the powers conferred upon them by Sections 
39, 40, 42, and 43 of the National Parks and 
Access to the Countryside Act, 1949, are 
not exercisable unless the consent of certain 
other authorities mentioned in Paragraph 3 
has first been obtained. If an order-making 
authority make an order without first obtain- 
ing consent under Sections 40(3) or 44(1) 
(highway and local planning authorities) -and 
Section 101(6) (a) (the “appropriate author- 
ity ” where Crown land is concerned), as the 
case may be, there is no way of rectifying 
the omission. The Minister is advised that 
any such order would be invalid and that 
he would have no power to. canfirm. it. 
Authorities should therefore ensure before 
putting their seal to an order that all con- 
sents required have been given in due form. 
Where the consent of a county council is 
required it must be the consent either of 
the county council or of a committee duly 
authorised by the county council to act on 
their behalf. An indication that the formal 
consent of a county council or a local plan- 
ning authority is likely to be given would not 
satisfy the requirements of the Act, and if 
formal consent did not follow until after the 
order was made, the order would be invalid. 
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The Bonusing of Maintenance Work 


Results of the “‘ Smethwick Experiment” 


A system of bonus-payment for main- 
tenance work which, after a year of suc- 
cessful operation, showed a _ sustained 
increase in production of 40 per cent., is 
desaribed by Mr. T. E. CROwWLEy in the 
following article, which is reproduced by 
permission of “ The Industrial Engineer,” 
the journal in which it first appeared. 


HE bonusing of maintenance work has 
always presented problems of a very 
special nature, and to judge by the rarity 
of good systems, these problems seem 
generally regarded as difficult to solve. It 


is true perhaps that in many industries 
the percentage of men employed mainly 
in maintenance is very small, and hence 
the subject tends to be overlooked; but 
there is no doubt that the bonusing on a 
measure basis of such work has at various 
times been carried out with considerable 
success. Systems were designed and suc- 
cessfully operated in the Royal Ordnance 
Factories during the war; here, the opera- 
tives involved totalled a very large figure, 
and the chance to earn bonus was 
acknowledged to have had a considerable 
effect on output. 


EXAMPLES OF INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP BONUS EARNINGS 




































































(TRADESMEN) 
INDIVIDUAL BONUS 
Average Average A. Average 
Increase Individual Total individual Individual 
in Output Bonus bonus for month Bonus per 
Name Paid Weekly (176 hours) hour 
per cent. (44 brs.) 
; 8. d. £ se. 4. d. 
A 15 12 10 221 34 
B 25 3 «9 215 0 3} 
c 3 14 8 218 86 4 
D 40 15 7 s sa & 
7 Average Average 
29 , = + 4 : 4d. 
(GROUP BONUS 
B. B. 
Balance of Group Bonus Total Bonus Farnings 
Name paid at end of month per month 
Pence Pence 
£ s. d. per hour 2.6.4 per hour 
A s 6 8 44 § 17 4 8 
B 310 9 5 6 5 9 8} 
c 315 6 54 614 2 93 
D 4 0 2 54 7 @ ® 92 
Average Average 
14 #12 «#5 5d. 23 19 9 9d. 
Individual Bonus (Col. A) £11/7/4 Hours 
Target Hours for month = = = 909 
Basic Unit Bonus 3d. 
Actual Hours on completed jobs = say 4 men at 4 x 44 hours = 704 
= 205 
205 
Average increase in output for the group is in this case = = 29% 


Total Group Bonus (Col. C) = 75% of 205 x 3s. 43d. 
Less Individual Bonus paid on account (Col. A) 


Balance for distribution at end of month (Col. B) 


i] 


£25/19/9 (av. 9d. per hr.) 
‘ENN/ 7/4 (av. 4d.» ) 
= £14/12/5 (Av. 5d. » ) 


Distribution = for every 4d. earned as individual bonus a man will get 5d. as balance 


of group bonus (Col. B.) 


In practice the balance of group bonus would be distributed to the men as a 
percentage of their individual bonus earnings, e.g. in the above example 
each man would receive at the end of the month 


£44/12/5 
£11) 7/4 





= 130% of his individual bonus earnings for the month. 
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Maintenance operatives can be paid 
bonus by an “ in lieu” system, that is, on 
an agreed scale linked with the output of 
the shop or the factory as a whole; the 
incentive provided by these means is, 
however, inclined to be weak as the bonus 
is not the direct result of the effort which 
produces it. Planned maintenance can be 
bonused by fairly orthodox means, as the 
component operations are repetitive by 
nature and can be closely described; while 
attention needed to keep machinery in 
good order can be bonused by means of 
an easily derived “available time” for- 
mula: these are, however, specialised 
parts of the bigger problem. 

The system of maintenance bonusing 
here described was evolved two years ago, 
and sufficient time has elapsed to: prove it 
successful. Although the principles were 
applied to building maintenance it is be- 
lieved that they are much more general 
in scope and could be used with but little 
adaptation in other industries. 

Building covers a good many trades and 
the work involved is of infinitely varying 
nature. Incentive systems of a number of 
different types are in force, mostly de- 
signed by the contractor or authority 
carrying out the work. Many contracts 
are not bonused at all, but in spite of 
many difficulties not encountered in fac- 
tory practice such as the effects of weather 
and the temporary nature of a site organi- 
sation, bonusing, where applied efficiently, 
has very generally had an excellent effect 
on output. 


BUILDING MAINTENANCE 


These remarks, however, do not apply 
to building maintenance for which incen- 
tive schemes have, until recently, been 
almost unknown. It may come as a sur- 
prise to many people to realise that about 
two-fifths of the building labour force in 
this country are engaged on maintenance 
and repair. The cost of this type of work 
is a matter of increasing concern to local 
authorities and others, and since labour is 
the largest item in the bill, it would seem 
that a really effective and simply worked 
bonus scheme might be the most efficient 
way of reducing total costs. 

The problem of evolving such a scheme, 
however, seems always to have been 
looked upon as a remarkably difficult one 
and does not appear to have been solved 
in any general way by the building indus- 
tries of other countries. The main stumb- 
ling blocks seem to have been the prob- 
able cost of measuring the work done and 
of the staff required to operate the 
scheme; also, the number of different 
operations involved and the wide varia- 
tion in time taken to complete them due 
to varying conditions and work content, 
the unpredictable problems met with and 
the waiting and travelling time involved. 

A large proportion of the building 
maintenance in this country is undertaken 
by local authorities, and the fact that it is 
often carried out by individuals or pairs 
of men is looked upon as a major diffi- 
culty in allocating the men’s time to form 
the basis of the bonus calculation. 


THE SMETHWICK EXPERIMENT 


It is evident that an entirely new 
approach is necessary if these problems 
are to be solved and the scheme which 
was evolved to this end appears to be 
meeting with a fair degree of success. It 
was designed and first operated in co- 
operation with the County Borough of 
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HAVE YOU TRIED % 


: ——s 







TWO MIX 
TEST? 





Write to us for a free sample of FEBMIX ADMIX and carry out the following 
two mix test— 


MIX No. 1:—PREPARE THE MORTAR MIX YOU NORMALLY USE 
FOR BRICKLAYING AND PLASTERING WORK. 


MIX No. 2:—PREPARE A MIX COMPOSED OF 6 PARTS SAND 
TO 1 PART CEMENT PLUS FEBMIX ADMIX. 


You will find that Mix No.2 will spread better and faster, that it ‘hangs together’ 
well and adheres firmly. It will resist rain penetration and frost attack, and is not 
prone to cracking and crazing—it will also cut your building costs—each one 
gallon of FEBMIX ADMIX costing 7|- saves 800 Ib. of lime or 8 cwt. of cement. 


IT PAYS TO USE 





FEBMIX ADMIX [ema 
MASONRY MORTAR 


(GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 


ALBANY ROAD, CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY 
MANCHESTER, 21. CHO. 1063 


Write 
for free sample 


TUDOR PARADE, LONDON RD. 
HOUNSLOW, MIDDX. HOU. 0082 
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’“ this is the book : 
they have written about me” 


Ae 


(CJ 








Every discerning Architect and Builder through- 
out the British Isles will want to know all about me—that is why they have 
produced a booklet which you can readily obtain 
on application to the address below. In the interest of 


good building you should send for your copy today. 


Finlock Gutters Limited (Dept. S.2.) Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Telephone No. Tunbridge Wells 3396 


DHB 
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Smethwick and hence became known as 
the “ Smethwick Experiment.” 

The principles of the Basic Unit Bonus 
Scheme, in brief, are as follows: 
operation is defined and a target in man 
hours calculated for it by analysis of past 
records. These targets are then converted 
into money at an agreed sum per target 
hour—the figure of 3d. for tradesmen 
{and pro rata for labourers), has been 
successfully used. Thus, for example, if 
the operation of repairing a burst in a 
lead pipe is found to average three hours, 
the schedule of targets will contain the 
item: 

Repair burst lead pipe. Per job .... 9d. 
This sum will be payable on completion 


Each d 
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hours for al! jobs completed during the 
period—that is, on the increase in pro- 
duction over that attained in pre-bonus 
ays. 

Target hours for the period are totalled 
for the group of men concerned, actual 
hours worked on bonus are subtracted, 
and the remainder represents time saved 
by increased effort, an agreed propor- 
tion of which is paid to the men at their 
hourly rate of earnings, after first sub- 
tracting the amounts already paid out in 
individual bonus. Distribution is made to 
the men in proportion to their individual 
bonus earnings, and hence men who have 
consistently earned good individual 
bonuses will receive a correspondingly 














: SAMPLE SCHEDULES OF OPERATIONS AND BASIC UNITS 
A. B. 
— ils Toe Individual 
. e 1 i 
Trade Typical Operation ase | ubeiga. | atten, | Bgauser 
per 3d. per 
Unit Target 
Hour) 
s. d. 
Carpenter .| Re-hang front gate No Cth 25 7% 
Ease door (external) . No C.3/5 1.75 5} 
Ease door (internal) No C.3/6 1.25 32 
Plumber .| Rewasher tap (hot or cold) . No E.4/7 .50 14 
Renew tap (hot or cold) Gas No E.4/1 1.00 3 
Repair burst pipe (lead) No E.2/3 3.00 9 
Bricklayer ...| Refix or renew chimney pot ... No Avs. 3.50 104 
Repair chimney head a3 No A.1/4 8.75 2 2} 
Repair gulley dishings No A.3/4 2ute 8? 
Electrician ...] Renew one-way switch No D.1/1 1.50 43 
Remedy defective plug No D.1/9 2.00 6 
Renew cooker switch No D.1/6 3.75 11} 
Painters .| Internal decorations House Type A— 
Bathroom ..| per house G.1/1 12.00 3 0 
Large Bedroom ... , a G.1/2 16.00 4 0 
External painting in pairs . pe G.4/2 58.00 14 6 

















of the job, whatever the time taken, and 
may be termed the Individual Bonus. It 
is, in fact, a payment on account of a 
sum calculated at the end of a four-week 
period (the Group Bonus). Group bonus 
is based on the time saved on the target 


higher share of the balance for distribu- 
tion at the end of the month. 


MANY ADVANTAGES 


The system has many advantages, 
although care is needed in its application 
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to individual labour forces. The alloca- 
tion of time to individual operations is 
unnecessary, all that is required being 
evidence that the work has been com- 
pleted. Any workman dealing with an 
item of more than’ usual difficulty is 
assured of his individual bonus, even 
though the job may take a long time; on 
the other hand, a man who is able to 
improve considerably on target times will 
profit accordingly; for an item done in 
two-thirds the target time, a bonus of 3d. 
per target hour will be transformed into 
44d. per actual hour worked. The group 
bonus has the effect of “spreading the 
load” to a great extent, so that any 
worker who has had a succession of diffi- 
cult jobs is not unduly penalised. 


No special forms are required for the 
working of the scheme; a job instruction 
ticket is usually issued before work com- 
mences and the individual bonus payable 
can be noted on this ticket by clerical staff 
under technical supervision; in a small 
number of cases, pre-measurement of the 
work is necessary. The men can fill in 
their individual bonus earnings on their 
time sheets, and this will be transferred 
to the wages sheets for prompt payment. 
The costing staff can then classify the 
labour costs in accordance with their 
normal practice and provide an auto- 
matic check between the men’s claims and 
the actual bonus payments. Calculation 
and allocation of group bonus is simply 
and quickly done on a percentage basis. 
All travelling and waiting times are in- 
cluded in the targets. 


The system obviously depends for its 
success On an increase in output; other- 
wise 3d. per hour will be paid for no 
result, and this fact must be realised by 
all concerned. The point at which the 
scheme pays for itself is easily calculated: 
for instance, with an individual bonus of 
3d., a 75 per cent. share of the savings 
paid to the men, and overheads at 25 per 
cent., a 6 per cent. increase in output will 
pay for the scheme. 


GROUP (MONTHLY) BONUS OF 75 PER CENT OF SAVINGS WITH INTERIM INDIVIDUAL BONUS OF 3d. PER HOUR 


(PAID WEEKLY) 


EXAMPLES OF BONUS EARNINGS AND UNIT COSTS AT VARIOUS LEVELS OF OUTPUT 



































Level of Output Pre-bonus 8 15 5 . } 56 
Output per cent. Increase | per cent. Increase | per cent. Increase | per cent. Increase | per cent. Increase 
1. Individual Bonus (per ; 
hour, paid weekly) ... ... 3d. 3id. 34d. 33d. 4d. 43d. 
2. Group Bonus (per hour) 
natal ~- 2hd. 4}d. 7id. 10d. id. 
Balance (paid monthly) — a 1d. 38d. 6d. 103d. 
3. Cost per unit as percentage 
of pre-bonus cost based on 
wage rate of 3s. 4}d. per 105.92 98.5 94.83 92.0 90.0 86.66 
hour plus 25 per cent over- per cent. per cent. per cent. per cent. per cent. per cent. 
ead (i.e. 2)d. per hour) 














La 


EXAMPLES OF WORKING OUT OF LABOUR COSTS: 
Cost per unit as percentage of pre-bonus cost based on wage rate of 3s. 44d. per hour, plus overheads of 25% (10d. per hour) 


if pre-bonus time for a unit was | hour, then labour cost per unit was 3s. 44d. + 10d. 
Under the scheme, when output is at pre-bonus cost per unit, including 3d. per hour in 
4s. 5id. or 106 per cent of pre-bonus cost. 
If output increases by 33 per cent then :— 
100 


Wage cost per unit = -—— x 3s. 44d. 
133 


Total Group Bonus is 75 per cent of (3s. 44d—2s. 63d.) 
100 





Overheads are —— x 10d. 
133 
3s. 95d. 
Cost is therefore = 90 per cent of pre-bonus cost, showing a net 
6 4s. 24d. 


= 4s. 2$d. per hour. 
dividual bonus = 4s, 23d. + 3d. = 


d 
2 64 
74 


saving of 10 per cent ( 5d. per unit) 
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Care and experience are needed in the 
drafting of the schedules of operations. 
Any item, even the re-washering of a tap, 
may vary a good deal in the work re- 
quired and hence each definition will in 
effect cover a range of closely allied 
Operations, with varying additions for 
travel and delay. 


RESULTS ACHIEVED 


The range of times up and down on 

the average figure obtained for the opera- 
iton must be controlled statistically; too 
great a range indicates that the item needs 
to be split into two or more separate de- 
finitions. The scheme depends on the 
average obtained for each defined opera- 
tion being truly representative of pre- 
bonus performance. For this to be so, the 
range up or down on the average times 
for about two-thirds of the cases exam- 
ined should be of the order of 30 per 
cent. 
It might be thought that for a local 
authority maintenance labour force cover- 
ing all the building trades, the number 
of bonus targets required might be very 
large; in actual fact, the list usually covers 
no more than about 300 items in all, and 
this enables approximately 90 per cent. 
of the work to be bonused without the 
creation of special targets for unusual 
work—a job which will always be needed 
to some extent. 

The scheme was put into operation at 
Smethwick. in April, 1952, and the value 
of the individual bonus as an incentive 
was at once proved. Over the first month 
the increased output averaged 36 per cent., 
yielding the tradesmen lild. an hour 
bonus, of which about 4d. was paid in in- 
dividual bonus. The scheme covered over 
80 per cent. of the men’s working hours. 

An analysis of the scheme was made 
after a year’s working and a sustained in- 
crease in production of 40 per cent. was 
found. Saving in costs to the council, 
which would ordinarily have been con- 
siderable, were to a great extent marked 
by substantial rises in wage-rates and 
overheads during the period; it is possible 
to say, however, that the scheme was able 
to do rather more than compensate for the 
rising labour cost. 

The scheme is being adopted by other 
local authorities. 


BUILDING IN ISRAEL 
Foreign Investments Sought 


(THE National Federation of Builders’ and 
Contractors’ Associations in Israel, 19, 


Levontin-street, Tel-Aviv, which includes 
all Israeli private building enterprises, 
has for some time been trying to in- 


terest foreign investors in the building trade. 
New, with the recent changes in the econo- 
mic situation in Israe] and the° decontrol of 
building materials,. new possibilities for in- 
vestments have been opened. The 
following extracts are taken from “ Haka- 
blan Vehabone,” the journal of the National 
Federation of Builders’ and Contractors’ 
Associations in Israel :— 

The plan of action of the Federation is on 
the one hand to attract professional building 
circles in different countries to invest in 
building in Israel, and on the other hand, to 
interest Jews to purchase houses and flats 
either for their relatives who are already in 
the country or for themselves. Furthermore, 
the National Federation plans to construct 
new towns and villages in Israel with the 
assistance of organised contractor groups 
abroad, in co-operation with the National 
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Federation in Israel, or groups of potential 
imigrants who might wish to reside in one 
particular place in the country. 

A delegation of the Israel Federation is 
due to leave in the near future for Western 
Europe to tighten the economic ties between 
the building trade in Israel and_ building 
circles in Europe, and to open offices in co- 
operation with local bodies to direct this 
campaign. The Federation plans to found a 
“central company.” Part of the shares of 
this company will be acquired by the 
National Federation in Israel and part will 
be divided and acquired by companies in 
Western Europe. 

The National Federation of Builders’ and 
Contractors’ Associations in Israel is also 
preparing an illustrated prospectus for over- 
seas investors. This prospectus will bring to 
those interested in purchasing houses and 
flats or investments in building, plans of 
various types of houses and detailed informa- 
tion about the possible offers in this field. 
The prospectus, which will appear in English 
and French, will be distributed amongst eco- 
nomic organisations abroad, chambers of 
commerce and foreign investors. 

In addition to easing building opportuni- 
ties the Israeli Government is also preparing 
a new law concerning the investment of 
foreign capital. The new law will recognise 
houses built for rent and industrial buildings 
as “approved enterprises,” and investors in 
such projects will enjoy similar advantages to 
investors in “ approved enterprises ” in other 
branches of trade and industry. Loans in 
foreign capital will also be recognised as 
approved investments. 


SOLID FUEL APPLIANCES 
CUC Booklet 


THE Coal Utilisation Council has pro- 
duced a new booklet entitled ““ Home Com- 
fort,” which describes how the latest types 
of approved solid fuel appliances can pro- 
vide more efficient, economical heating, first- 
class cooking facilities and copious supplies 
of hot water. 

The booklet is intended for the general 
public, and has three main sections, dealing 
with room heating, cooking and water heat- 
ing. Each section of the booklet is prefaced 
by a description of the advantages of the 
new appliances and their capabilities; and 
there is a description of the service the 
Council offers through its panel members 
and diploma coal merchants. A list of CUC 
information centres is also given. 


Joint Service Committees 


MorE THAN 90 joint service committees 
have now been established by the Coal 
Utilisation Council throughout the country 
to bring together coal and appliance dis- 
tributors. There are many areas in which 
committees have yet to be formed, and to 
encourage panel members and coal mer- 
chants in such areas to join together, the 
Council has published a booklet’ entitled 
“Joint Service Committees.” This gives 
practical guidance on how to set about 
forming a committee and what the members 
should aim for in the early days of their 
enterprise. Of particular interest to future 
chairmen and secretaries of these committees 
are the chapters dealing with the formation 
of committees, how they can organise 
exhibitions, publicity weeks and technical 
courses, and the financial help and other 


‘services available from the CUC. 


Copies of the above booklets may be 
obtained, free of charge, from the Coal 
Utilisation Council, 3, Upper Belgrave-street, 
SW1, or from any of its centres. 
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HOUSING IN MOROCCO 


Relief of Overcrowding 
From a Correspondent 


THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT are paying 
special attention to the necessity of improv- 
ing housing in Morocco. Some of the 
housing conditions were recently revealed in 
Paris, and give some idea of the appalling 
condition of lodging for many thousands 
of Moroccans. 

Serious rioting took place recently in 
Casablanca. Many of those who took part 
in the riots live in the “ Carritres Centrale,” 
a shanty town occupied by 60,000 people 
and situated in the north-east of the town. 
A shanty town is far worse than any slums 
to be found in Great Britain, for the homes 
there are simply wooden or tinplate huts. 
These are six to twelve square yards in size 
and many are let by Moroccan landowners 
at rents of 50s. a month. This is extremely 
high as compared with rents elsewhere. 

In another part of Casablanca houses are 
built of bricks, but sanitary conditions are 
appalling in the overcrowded dwellings. 
These congested areas are occupied by a 
high proportion of young people who have 
no regular or recognised employment and 
live on illegal activities. The conditions, 
therefore, are extremely favourable for 
rioting and bloodshed. Only about 25 per 
cent. of Moroccan children go to school and 
there is a shortage of trained civil servants, 
engineers and doctors. 


MODEL WATER BY-LAWS 


Revised British Standards 


THE NEW 1954 edition of the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government Model By- 
laws, series XXI, refers to a list of British 
Standards which varies from that in the 1949 
edition on which BS Handbook No. 12 
“Water Fittings” was prepared. Seven of 
the British Standards have been revised, five 
new British Standards are included, and one 
standard has been omitted. Two British 
Standards formerly included as appendix A, 
have been inserted in the main list of 
British Standards. 

For the convenience of water undertak- 
ings, and others concerned with the new 
edition of the by-laws, a collection (“ 1954 
Water By-law Set”) of the numbers of 
British Standards referred to in this docu- 
ment is available as an unbound set at an 
inclusive price of £3 10s. Od. instead of the 
combined published prices amounting to 
£5 12s. Od. Inquiries and orders for the 
volume should be addressed to BSI Sales 
Department, 2, Park-street, WI. 

Copies of Handbook No, 12 (price 25s.) 
incorporating the British Standards referred 
to in the 1949 edition of the Model By- 
laws are still available for use in areas in 
which the supply undertakings’ by-laws are 
based on the 1949 Model. : 


FARM BUILDINGS 


“ Buildings for Milk Production ” is the 
subject of a conference organised by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and _ Fisheries 
which is taking place at the Yorkshire 
Agricultural Society Showground, Harro- 
gate this week-end. 

One of the most pressing problems facing 
landowners and farmers to-day is the adapta- 
tion or rebuilding of cowsheds and dairies. 
Farms in various parts of the Yorkshire and 
Lancashire Province will be visited to de- 
monstrate in a practical way what can be 
achieved by constructing new buildings or 
adapting existing accommodation in ap 
endeavour to suit new requirements. 
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FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 





BUILDING CONTRACTORS 





CRAFTSMANSHIP 
THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 


is out watchword and to do things finely and 


thoroughly is our endeavour. 


The FALKUS ORGANISATION 


has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 
which derives from good workmanship and a 


worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 


46 - BISHOPSGATE + EC2 


Telephones : 
London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 


Telegrams :* 
“Falbrowok, Spimark, London” 
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Supplied also with 
CAPTIVE WEDGES 
which cannot be lost. 
Quick delivery ex- 
stock and an efficient 
service guaranteed. 
NO-BOLT Scaffolding 
Couplers are rust- 


proof (Sherardized). 





That’s what NO- “ 
BOLT scaffolding 
does for you when 


it comes to scaffold- 


NO-BOLT 


Double Coupler 
ing erection. The Type S.F.W. 
NO-BOLT Double 
Coupler has no nuts 
or bolts to tighten, jam or get lost—mno threads to 
eross or rust. Simply a wedge—a tap with a hammer 


secures it, another tap frees it. The fastest, safest, 


eimplest method of scaffold erection—and no main- 
tenance. With the NO-BOLT system any type of 
An 80% 
saving is quite usual. Why not write for details? 


BE 


ecaffolding can be erected at less cost. 


Demonstrations arranged to 

prove that with the NO-BOLT 

System any form of 

scaffolding can be erected 
at less cost. 





BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES LID. 


63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire. 
Tel. : Sandy 104 
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Applied by the 
EXPANDITE 
GUN... 


Roof lap joints in asbestos — 
cement and corrugated iron, 
the joints in prefabricated 

buildings, gutters, down pipes 
and rooflights are best sealed 
with ASBESTUMEN. 

ASBESTUMEN is packed 

in ‘cellophane’ wrapped car- 

tridges for clean, swift neat 
and effective application 

_., by the Expandite Hand 

”, Air Pressure Gun. Full 
technical data available 
from suppliers and 


i 


EXPANDITE 


LIMITED 


‘Ach > and ‘E dita? 
are registered Trade marks 








CHASE ROAD, LONDON, N.W.10 ELGar 4321 (10 lines) 
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-CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





T= information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of matzrials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Ar¢a as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


an 


CUD SOWH Ww 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand 
Washed Sand . 
Zin. Shingle... 
# in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze : 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


per yd. 


mt et tet ee PD 


WAWO 00 com & 


per ton 3 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site ia 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening ‘Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site da 
lto6ton do. site ... pe 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete i ne 6-ton lots 
Other colours according to colou 
In +ton lots from 211s. 9d. to "435s. 9d. = ton. 
White Portland Cement Pee Pa 12.17 
Under 1 ton per cwt. 15 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 
Super Cement (Waterproof ), 32s. 6d. “per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
Ous cement, 6-ton lots and up s 1440 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, wns sa at Railway Depot, 
London ae ‘i 6 


per ton 


Man nt 
Ww 
ann NN 


ko 


per ton 6 9 0 


nN 
w 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks... ots tee ade Se 1 
Second Hard Stocks ... _ eds ats wee a 10 
Mild Stocks... a 8 
All loaded, free into lorry at the works. The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 

be obtained from job to job. 
2jin. Nominal Fietton Bricks to sites in W.C. 


District Commons : = $3 6 

Cellular do. ace te ae hs ass ¥ 5 13 0 

Keyed ie | <es dee za eee eas oi 2 & 0 

Rustics ies ase eas aes ee ae oe 618 0 

Cellular Rustics... A ae aes ae pe 618 0O 

Single Bullnose do. ne cee Ses Pee ‘<i 613 0 

Sandfaced ... Sez ze 713 O 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) _ aaa = 2419 6 

Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) oe ae a 25 13 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... aie sai - 22 11 +O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) ‘ Pe 10 3 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) ‘i 9 1 6 
2¢in. Best ene Fire Bricks (London 

Stations) ¢ ie a 24 6 O 
3 in. do.“ “(London Stations) — ‘ am. 3s 3 
2% in. Machine- made Sandfaced Red  Facings 

(London Sites) + 13 19 6 
2% in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 

Sites) a 14 4 6 
2j in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London ai Sa 
2 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Mutti- ‘Colour Facings 

(London Sites) ach oa 1470 





es € 
2g in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) a aa eas .. perl,000 13 6 0 
23 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt “Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) a 144 6 
Glazed Bric ks (London sites), , White, Ivory, B Brown— 
Stretchers . a 64 0 0 
Headers : é oad aaa a 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. Flats -_ on a 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... Sag zs oa ims Es 85 0 0 
Double Headers = af ea ai a 77 10 0 
One side and twoends_..... ‘i ies wad aa 87 0 0 
Two sides and oneend ..... a aes sl Fe 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints ait a 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 74$°% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
Ho.Ltow CLay PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
ys) er ie ax 140 yds. ..» per yd. sup. 4 3 
2hin. ... a eee 140 yds. zee aa ce 4 6 
3. ; wo 120 yds. aia jae in $2 
4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. “aa a es 6 7 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
2 in. — aoe a 100 yds. aa ati 2 FB, 
23 in. ne ssa 85 yds. ae pas He 42 
3 in. es ie 75 yds. re za = > el 
4 in. aaa aes 55 yds. eas aa ia 6 2 
CRANHAM 
2 in ‘3 6 8 
2h in = 7 4 
3 in a 8 7 
He © cc aie ae pe cas “Ee aa aa 10 7 
4} in. Load bearing quality ... wan és oa ee 11 8 
FLoor BLOCKS 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. sia 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads ; per 1,000 3211 0 
4 in. ) ate eas axe aie ane mes 0 
5 in. GOs «. wai ene oe saa “<a a 41 ll O 
6 in. rs eee ae = pa ase pe je 46 16 0 
7 in. Py ee ead eos cag “as os a 56 18 8 
8 in. Qe as aia as} ane aes “ Ge 66 14 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 

Best Quality +674% +974% +1074% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +673% +10° +9T8% +10% He 
Tested Quality 4374% +673% +374% +9749 +373 8 ~ 10742 
BSS Tend’ do. L4a7ietenk? 447424974 +4742 +1074% 
3 in. Land Drain sinineie® da 12 in. meat. ... per 1,000 10 13° ¢ 
4 in. do. aoe pe a 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 

Monks Park . per ft. cube 7 10 


St. Aldhelm Box Ground sss. a 8 10 
Deiivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered Londonarea _,, 8 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area aaa ice Rem 8 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region ; am 8 H 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
Qin. x 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 


ce 


stooled cills waa eisai cube 3 4 3 
12 in. X 6 in. do. do. . ‘ ~ 2680 
12 in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated pa 115 4 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated in ne y oe oe 
14 in. X 6 in. do. do. a ra 
4} in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on ‘top and face . 118 1 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes *e . per ft. sup. 6 9 
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ag ce gc 9 2 ie 
— ates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. sone i i £ s. d. 
: . ea“ for aye brickwork ... perft.cube 1 3 5 9 in 3 in. ube --- perton 1 10 © 
t air ree 1. see eee . oan me 
brickwork o — seatincs fair ascin ae 10 in. x 4} in. 12in. x Sin. ie is Z 4 
Hard York— ¥ ' rage hag age. hag Tin. x 34 in. . 
in. x2 in. Square Steps, rubb . in. in. X 4 in. 9in. x 4in. 
14 in. x 3 in. Remctaeded Gwe cats ap cde — ie Sim ie Letom Ay ifm. x Sin. 
and front » p lai an + in. X Sin. 14 in. xX 5} in. 14 in. X 6in. ea 10 © 
12 in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front |... clases 18 3 16im min Ht wane tg baad d mg 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, givensizes _... per ft. sup 7 10 18 in. x 7 in. 18 in, te oo Yo 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per vd.sup 2 13 10 20 in. x Whi i 8in. x 8 in 20 in. x 6} in. 
TILES and PANTILES Steel angles average prices. uae aes 39 12 6 
ivered London area by road in 6 t eel tees average price... Mike, 4 preagil Pee. eee 
Machine-made Pantiles and Jone agency Sm trom Fabricated work delivered SESS aa a ee O26 
Lincolnshire district i 29 & 0 R.S. Joists cut and fitted ove 3 7 6 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district... 0. 4710 0 Compound girders Sy ee ee ee ee 
eet -made Double Roman Bridgwater district fie sa 58 13 6 a hi. cs (oa one vo oe » 6317 6 
and-made 10} x 6} tiles Berkshire district... 3 19 Compound stanchions si ~ « ees 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district eee 138 9 In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ee on — a ae 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. ace ee 189 Average prices not for awkward work. = 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. one eee Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex Lond 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 — ie ee Pes ; : : Stock § in. diam., and pus seid tag cake 
do. Interlocking (49S) ... pee Be “¥ 18 9 6 + in. diam. seam ) TMper ton extra 7 % $ 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. ‘ Ee a ahi ae : 217.0 
i. ae “se sas on 
SLATES i a cae ee aoa ane ae me zt 2-9 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage eas ‘i pes eS sae ve * ‘7% 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per ‘MILD STEEL TUBES 
1,000 actual. Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. Li 
aa ee te Galvanised Tub W g st prices and following discounts: 
Pax 12 eae ae ane ee Class A — 199 + Malleable Fittings 
2 x 11 93 16 0 ClasB + 7§% Li ° ; 
4 ght + 234% Malleable List — 35/7 
So BBS] case tak HER, $2 Membre ane ran 
18 x 10 aos Class A — 22% 
x lassB — 113% Light + 11% Mall <n 
Hee = BS e | Geese kek, + ay Metenere 3% 
ay 34 10 6 ; C.I. HALF-RO’ UTTE 
a in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. nh m Sto 
Softwood 3 in ~~ ~~" " 
= n. ee eas ae es £3, 10 
Joinery quality = . E 33 in. eee ooo oes eee eee 3/5 a 
Carcassing yn x. — per wineeness - he a4 vie’ betas Weigel geeee Maen ad Aree ast 345 in 
a) Teneo and Grooved Flooring = a £106 0 0 Sane i ie ae oe oe va ris Ws 
~v 4 : ss oe 
reamed prin 8. a is do. perft.cube 1 5 0 orm “¢. 1.0.G. GuTTERs 
Oak European do... do. a ; 2 +4 34 in. ee os ia a ye 3/8 fia € 
= Euros 7 6 sor: gg ‘aaa 02 St 3/8 1/2 
panese do. . do. 25 0 4 in. se ee wee 5/- 3/9 
do. English Logs sawn do. a4 1 SEO 44 in. a 2 gl - Oe y 1/6 d 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. x 300 5 in. oe a os ye oan OES 3+ 4/5 1/8 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. a 16 CL a ene ke 1 5/1 1/11 
DOORS (in Lots 1-1! ° Per yd. i saat! 
Delivered aes area. 2 ia vs — — ye Bends Branches 
1} in. Tye 3 -y ‘mae 4 in. - ry in. *e? eee ws et a e/a 3/3 re 
in. X 6 ft. 6 in. in. eee aa sas soe 
2f3in. x 6ft6in, = 1 - Gch 212 Of Bein wa a 7/3 
2ft6in. x6ft.6in 2. OD ces | As oo: oe 5/8 8/7 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. a. is en sé 1 i¢ 6 «ots a 6/11 10/2 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 2 in Lc. oe 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. om ene 29 0 | 2bin ae. ae 1/18 5/10 7/2 
ac gia ea oi i i ms - Re: 7 ase = ae oe <0 ae 6/6 8/11 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x Gindeal 34 in. a as 3/08 Ly 10/8 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in: we me ate 219 | 4in. me il aS ee ht 12/5 
ig engiet tpg oe ae i 219 Sti - oe me 14/7 Cc 
” ove prices for nan, rain- 
anc nd dietitian only. Lots over 3 ru see ee ee et ee 1 ett eo 10%. Be 
1 in, Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 2} per cent. 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) ila per yd 5 8 L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPES 
iin. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton). oe “i 7 4 wigs 
a oO. 2 : 1 -? cwt. qr. Ib. 
ero (Bide tiom oT Ba | aT RBS 
3 in. do. (39 yds. tolton) 2... ” rf : 6 in. i eae er 36/3 34/3 aS | 
hee — 1 ton add id. per 4 in. of thickness. _ $ ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS *s 
in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. tor 
ii to. Hardboard do. - 100sq. ft. 2 2 6 Orders over £30 less 17} per cent. discount. 
rr _ _ ‘ “ oe 36 2 in. 3i i 
in. do. do. P in. 4 in. 
¥ in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets | ft | per rd. § 7 ; : — _— a 3/9 Ve phy 6/5 
as Felt, eed ap eS aes te so titaciad 1 : Single Branches = : 3/9 46 34 Ve 
ply ae a ms nA Bends s ise ; 
oes i Me 19 quare or obtuse ___,, 2/8 2/1 3/9 
Best Scotch Glue i slabs — se ans ... perr¢ewt. 5 0 0 Swan _ ong ig < 2/11 3/9 3 ath 
Croid Glue... ~ ae 3 30 - 6in do, 3/2 = 3/9 4/10 
Cut Nails 3 in. (i-ton lots) |. oN Se : Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . = 52 15 in. 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) wae 2 0 Gutters 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/78 
yo ical << = per cwl. 3 +4 ; mae ts ee ... each 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
METALS Stee. Joists, Erc. yest ci ee ee Hit ae 1/- 1/2 
Basis Joists— Rises ‘ a 510 Hf 4/l 4/10 
6in. xX 5in.,8in. x Sin.,8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6in. Union Clips... .. 5 1/5 i 3/10 4/7 
12 in. X 6 in. amen cut to wiaeeane delivered London ; i oe / 2/i 2/5 
= area ie mm £m ASBESTOS —- = AND FITTINGS 
tra fo n. j 
3 in. — ve Gutters 6-ft. lengths .. art a. 3/6 silt sor air og 
3 in. x 3in.,4in. x 3 in., Sin. Xx 24 it eet 3 4 Drop ends... 2/5 2/5 2/8 2/il 4/3 
4in. x 1} in. Jo : te = 4 4 : Stopends_... oes /10 /it 1/- 1/2 
42 in. x 1f in., 24 in. x Mie. ists: <caet -onk ve 200 ——— ae 2f5 2/8 2/ll 3/2 4/3 
Sin. X 3 in., 22 in. x 7 in. oa. ndSker cathe 7 1 Ovo | a ee 2/5 2/8 2/il 4/3 
- Union Clips ... erent oa 1/1 12 1/4 2/- 
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THE ENTIRELY % wey neste 000"- 


built for rugged service. 


NEW THAMES Sv BEAUTIFUL MODERN STYLING— 
ai 


a prestige-builder for any business. 


Vy 
5 cwt Van a IN-BUILT QUALITY — in each and every detail. 
eeiiiaiald sia Wy SUPERB PERFORMANCE— 


71\\\ with traditional Ford economy. 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLE SHOW : 
S@<= ‘GLIDE-RIDE’ SUSPENSION — 

EARLS COURT ° SEPT. 24 - OCT. 2 


AI \ anna 
extra protection for fragile loads ; new comfort for drivers. 





AND AT YOUR FORD DEALERS 


. Wi, = 
ALSO TO BE SEEN Thames 10 cwt. Van, 2-3 Tonners with optional WE ee : wi sein FLOOR SPACE 
4-cyl. petrol engine, or 4-cyl. Ford-made diesel engine ; 4 and 5 M oe ee er 
tonners with optional 8-cyl. petrol engine or 6-cyl. diesel engine. 






£318 


(Pius P.T. £39 18s. 3d.) 


FORD OF DAGENHAM 
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AN INTERNAL COURTYARD OF THE 
CROYDON ELECTRICITY SHOWROOM 


Clients: 
South Eastern Electricity Board 


Architect: 
R. T. Atkinson, F.R.I.B.A. 


RUSH & TOMPKINS LTD 


Building & Civil Engineering Contractors 


SIDCUP + LONDON - DURBAN - COLOMBO + EDMONTON, ALBERTA 








Lead § 
Lead \ 
Lead ; 
Lead ¢ 
Extras 
5 cwt. 
3 cwt. 
1 cwt. 
Smalle 
Supply 
weig 
extrz 
Allowe 
ton » 
PLAS 
Coarse 
do. 
Sirapit 


Oo. 
Blue L 
Hydrat 
Lump 
White 
Pink K 
Granit 
Hair 
Gypsu 

yds. 
1,201 
Gypsu: 
12 ft 
deliv 
1,201 


954 





TA 
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METALS—continued Per ton basis 
in London 
+ & «& 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown seunions Goty 40 2 6 
Mild Steel Bars awe - a 37 17 6 
Mild Steel Hoops <n gua 39 5 O 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


£ «<4 

Soft sheets C.R. and = A.— 

20 gauge ue a ash eee cae «ee 46 6 

24 gauge sue ae das _ pom re ae Ae So 

26 gauge ia ae on aa BG 
Galvanised Corrugated st sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge “e eae “a ue seas @ 

24 gauge es pre Ae gay pee “aa os BE @ 

26 gauge a ae —< af @ 
Giivenion’ Flat sheets C.R. and C. A- — 

20 gauge - , ae eh «s me i2 @ 

24 gauge ea ane aie ve BAP sas én, ee 

26 gauge one aad ai és eis ae ao aan © 


PLuMBERS’ Brass Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H 


All per doz. sin. Zin. lin. Ijin. hin. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks a 
head for iron .-- 73/6 109/3 
Toilet bib cocks for iron ..- 94/6 135/6 


Screwdown stop cocks for iron 63/- 91/3 179/6 308/9 441/- 778/- 
do. with two unions for lead 85/-— 126/-— 223/9 400/-— 529/- 1178/- 


Double nut boiler screws .- 15/9 22/- 40/- 41/- 56/9 80/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 65/— 148/- 226/9 413/9 586/- 
Ptumbers’ union brass lead to 
a sve mea ; 16/6 20/—- 33/- 57/9 71/- 138/9 
o in. I}in. 2in. 3in. 3$in. 4 in. 
Caps and screws mr: ... 28/6 Poi 50/6 78/9 i 131/3 
Brass sleeves... a ; 6/3 26/3 47/3 63/- 64/- 


“1a x 6b. th x Gib. 2X1 3 TE 
Lead P. trap with brass ning 


screws ree tis . 60/9 75/9 121/- 207/- 
Lead S.trap do. ie «ss tote 91/- 149/- 267/9 
Solder s. ¢. 

Plumbers’... oe ae ees ae eos =per Ib. Z Z 

Tinmen’s sae cae ek ae dae ‘iste = 

Blow pipe __... 4 t 


Copper 5 BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 314d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
, d. 

in. x 19 gauge pee 12} Total per Ib. 43} 

Zin. x 19 ,, eee 10} eae ad 424 
tm. 416  «, ane 9} a as 403 
iim. X18 aaa 8} a= 40} 
Igin. x 18, oe 8} nae 404 
2 ie 10} va 41} 
Rolled Copper "sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price = s.¢; 

plus gauge and manufacturing extras... . perton 330 5 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 616 0 

do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. me 614 0 

do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. $6 612 9 
Brass tubes basic anew — wee and manufactur- 

ingextras.... x a per lb. 2 0% 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties 


S 6: 
Lead Sheet, English, 33 1b. substance and upwards perton 140 0 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils ~~ ‘i 141 5 0 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over ‘2 in. to 4 in. dia. Pe 142 15 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. ae o° MAE OC 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe | ‘a 142 15 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities ani 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton oy “ .» per cwt. 2 0 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. el ve naa ona re 40 
1 cwt. do. 3cwt. ye a “i 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £94 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on wg per ton 7 6 6 
do. White do. do. <a Pa 714 3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. was +s 79 0 
do. Fine do. do. ore a 717 0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads was =a eas o 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. = ane ae aaa ‘~ > iz 6 
Lump Lime do. P aoe aa S$ 2.6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... ai 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads ___... i 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads re ei Ba 2 6 3 
Hair percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board ti in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. 7 
1,200 yds. ... aa 2 it 
Gypsum "Finstet Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢in. thick, 600 yds. = over in one 
delivery. Delivered s ee aa , ae 
1,200 yds. ... cea eee a0i nea fa 2 44 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £ s. d. 
Ceiling Distemper daa pe aes aoe +. percwt. 112 0 
Washable Distemper ae we ae ase BS $12 0 
Gloss Paint... oe pergal. 213 © 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . .. percwt. 311 0 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND » Gus 
Ground White Lead, | cwt. kegs percwt. 810 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 at lots in 1 eal. tins per gal. 3 00 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg a percwt. 619 6 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg “a #3 er a eS 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. cas .. pertin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra aan ... per gal. ll 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ... as ies a 12 0 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine a (5 gal.) drums extra ... a a 5 Fs 
do. (40 gal.) do. do. ... aul a 4 
Solignum, me... (5 gal. cans) Exterior... ae Se 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... ae Sus me pe 20 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. weneedl wa nad sce * Sew 1 6 
White Lining Paper ... “ ove aaa ... per piece 1 0 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside PoP aaa ... per gal. 112 6 
Oak Pale Copal Ge,” «ss: ne pie ake a 115 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside... ... ale wks a 117 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... oad =f ree = 226 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... Pee ‘aa aaa pee y eX 
Finest Carriage Varnish ee oe aay aed = 210 0 
Front Door Varnish ... cea ea rec Jae i 117 6 
Japan Gold Size ea as aa ane ea os 110 0 
Black Japan ... Sas aia aaa aes ose te 3.3 6 
Brunswick Black aa aaa “a xa eas os 100 
Berlin Black ... sea aad nes naa ian aa 15 0 
Terebene hia pe “a pe 3 @ 
Knotting (1 gal. “bottles free)... pee ae aoe aa 200 
French and Brush Polish (do.) Jaa aa Ae oa 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. se ig 
s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 5t 
oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” eee of 
26 oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” eee 
32 oz ” ” ” ” eee 1 0 
$ in. Rolled Plate aa aia ana = “ae 9 
is in. and tin. Rough Cas ise 1 6 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard 1 patterns: ‘ 
hite aa 
do. Standard Tints ... 1 4 
do. Special Tints . = Hy aaa 29 
tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and eeated od aaa £75 
tin. Wired Cast . 1-2 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2} 
a Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B 53 x 53 x 37 in. 2$ 
PBS 74 x 73 x 3¢ in. 42 
P.B.32 74 x 7h x 34 in. : 42 
Radiused ae Blocks to match sai with—_ 
P.B.2 : aes $3 
P.B.3 6 9 
P.B.32 oda re <i 6 9 
4 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. "Qualty— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. ... moo “on sa 5 iy 
a ms oy Sft. sup. ... 45 
cs ee aN 45 ft. sup. See 
& ee wo 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one ee or 135 in. 
both ways ... ‘ada 8 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto . ll 3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto 16 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft. super 
d. 


Description of Glass quantity s. 

18 oz. sheet O.Q. ... eas ade aa ao 3,000 4 

Ge ees a ace ae Pee sia 2/000 5 

= * << a ik tin aaa aia 2,000 7 
? - ed ae a 2,000 

in "Rolled Plate 1,000 7 


3 in. Figured Rolled and "Cathedral Standard 
- Patterns, White 1,000 hk 
t in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, “‘Hammerstripe, 


Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte 1,000 1 
fs in. and fin. Rolled Plate or Rough Cas 2,000 
}in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ‘a 2,000 1 
3 in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 l 
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SR vom stitilecan 


CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM OCTOBER 4, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 





























































































































































































































































Town. KEY TO-SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. 
Aberavon .........000008 2 P Shoreham .. 
Aberdare Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. .. a 
Aberenvenay Craftsmen ... ~ eis 3/9 3/84 3/8 3/74 sa aon ag 9 _ 
Accrington"... Labourers ... +. +» 3/38 3/3 3/24 3/2 Malpas WD, cncesocenonee---- 4 
yr wren eee Town. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. — U.D. . AS 
Aldeburgh ...... MIRED 5. Ps ssncnesshoonsocetoe A2 Felixstowe .........0c0cc0seeeee Al PSSM cosssectsecccce eteascsd UBD seoccrceeee sore 
Aldershot District Burnham-on-Crouch Filey U.D A Luton A rene a C.B.. aa 
cone or eS ea paca MitnEa Ce ee 
toa Me eg CE swicenney > — a A Lyneham (Devon). a Somerset, County of ......$A2 
‘. Be sees INL ...eseseee wool Macclesfield ...... pabentasacds A Southampton ........ an 
Ot hipaesnonars sateen “a Folkestone . .A2 Maidenhead Al Scuthend-an-Gea x 
ury St. Edmun A BPTI 5 ccrccscesesconscncaanes Al WA BIAREGS 6 <cssseoccceccasescse Al Southport ...... A 
BuXton .........0000+ oA FROME | coccccccesooreees Al Mahoy ......... a South Shields "4 
BE ecnscencessnenscocnsvsis Al Gainsborough U.D . 4 Maldon (Essex) .. Spalding U.D. -A2 
Calder Valley .......cccccceovee A Gateshead .......... A Malvern U.D Stafford M A 
Cambridge ..... ov. Gillingham (Kent).. Al Manchester . Staines ......... A 
Cannock U.D... Glossop ....sseeeeeee me Manningtree .. Stamford M.B. i 
Canterbury ONIN . cpschssecsucvnaptecsl Mansfield M.B. ee: Stantonwick eee 
Be: eee ae Gloucestershire, Cnty. of th March .........+ ---A2 Stevenage A 
) A Cardiganshire, County of tad GOGRUMING i cssciseccssscses Margate .....ccrcccoresscsceeess A2 Stockport _ ......6 A 
Ashford (Middlesex).........A CORUIGID onc ss asi csnesnatisoussisise A Goole M.B.. er Market Harborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. ..... ao 
Ashington ..........06 sak Carmarthenshire.Cnty of {A2 GOROR 1.250050 ooo MAaPrypolt .......ceseeeeeseeeeeees A Stockton-on-Tees ..... A 
a eee uA Caernarvonsbire, Cnty. of {A2 Grantham M.B.. ae Matlock U.D. Al Stoke-on-Trent C.B. ...... 
Ashton-under-Lyne .........A Pe EN A Gravesend ....... oe Melksham .......... ee 7) Stoke Orchard ....... 
Aspatria and Brayton...... A2 Castleford BEEN Great Yarmouth ............6++ A Melton Constable ............ A2 Stourbridge M.B: .. ie 
— R.D.(partsof) A Caterham ........... oak Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D....... Al Stotwport UD. <.<1.06.<.0000 A 
SS ORC A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith . soul Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr ........000 coccsccceenA OTE I ES Al 
auaeke ‘(woris) A Charmy Down ....... ca Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough vA Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A 
Aylesham Chatham & District .. Al Guilsborough...... Al Middleton ...... A Sunderland District ......... A 
h Cheadle (Staffs) R.D..........A Guiseley ........ pay Middlewich .... oA Sunningdale ...............+6 A 
Bakewell UD. Chelmsford .........+.- ..A | Halesowen M.B.. A | Milford Haven Sutton Coldfield M.B. ......A 
Banbury .......».. rae Cheltenham A Halifax ........ ‘A Morecambe tees SSWAIUNRIIN. snsseescc7-seeeesnas A2 
Daraaril Castie UD... nae Chepstow . Al Halstead A2 Morley ....... sare Swanage 
Barnoldswick U.D. . Chertsey A Haresfield Al Mundesley ... tee Swansea 
Barnsley ° fe Chester ...... A Harlow ........ a Swindon .... . 
Barrow-in-Furness .......... ey Chesterfield wl Harpenden .. sca Swinton U.Dy s..ccsesssecsdeee A 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D Chesterfield R. D Lis oniaitnee ne A Harrogate .. ees Tamworth MLB. ........ss.«+« A 
<_. Thrussington A2)...A Chester-le-Street RID. coven Hartlepool soc Tenterden ........ et: 
Re seni eta A CURIE oo iveccsssccccccssecsBee Harwich ..... a Newcastle-on-Tyne Tewkesbury 
i D. (exc. Willough- Chippenham (inc. Chipven- Hasiemere .... .A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A Thames Haven 
by-on-the-Wolds All)...... A ham Within and Harden- Hastings _......... ..A2 New Forest District ......... Al Thetford .........s.«- i 
Basingstoke .......00...cs00++ Al huish) ....ccccsssooscosessesss A2 Hatfield (Herts.) .... ae Newmarket .......... cal STTRORDE BAY: «.0s<ev<ccasesecoss 
Bath ae Chorley  ...cssssseccssseeeeeees A Haywards Heath .. ..A2 Newport, Mon. ... A Thurrock U.D.C. Area ......A 
wy Clacton ..... Al Hemel Hempstead .... er Newport Pagnell .. ee » North of, to Billericay A 
Al Cleethorpes ....cseceeeceeeseeees A Henley-on-Thames «A2 Newton Abbot ............... Al S| | 2 a ali A 
“Al Clevedon Al ES aaa A2 Northallerton Dist. ney TOAMOLUEN oa, 5s sacececsesesccac A 
A Cleveleys ... me Herefordshire, Cnty. of... $A2 Northampton C.B...... A Tonbridge .. mt 
A Clitheroe ........ oA RIE RD 05 Sacivetwocssnes sod A2 North Shields...... A Torquay ... en 
A Coalville U.D. ..... A Hertford ..... oe Norton Radstock . Al Totnes ’....<s me 
“A2 Cobham (Surrey).. soo Hexham U.D... me ek reer A Trowbridge ...... ae 
Colchester ..... soc Heysham ........ A Nottingham C.B. A Tunbridge Wells . ey 7) 
Cotes “agence .e ioe ane at Nuneaton M.B.... A TyNemoutls CiB; sacsecccccecscd A 
pad Ai lg le es ighworth ...... vA Oakham U.D... A2 Uppingham (Salo Al 
on gga Al | Hinckley U.D. A | Oldham... A | Unoxttor UD: ace cAd 
iper : A | CONWAY os seserssseeuseresee, Al Hoddesdon A = Semana A | Wakefield .. A 
Bel A Cornwall, — of. A2 Horley . aS 1 fee eee Wallsend B. ... oe 
SEER: nsbshsbssvensseucoubehesine Ossett and Horbury oh 
Berkhamsted ae Coventry C. A Horsham A2 OxGOrd casecsseaces A Walsall C.B. aA 
Berrington .......... Al Cranbrook .. 2 Horwich ..... cok oR ee ee ae Walsden ......... A 
Berwick District rq Cranleigh -A2 Huaderetiold aN A Walton-on-Naze Al 
ae i” Crawley (Sussex .Al . Paignton ..... Al 
Beverley ........00 ey Y (Sussex) ...0.00000-Al | Hull .......cccccce pet WOE ss sac csasesess eS 
Bexhill-on-Sea et CHEWS o....000000 A + eet Sp ene A2 Peterborough .........- A Warminster A2 
Biggleswade 2 Cromer .......0+ Al Huntingdon (Staffs) eek . ” Soke Al Warrington ... ae 
Billericay nea sik 7 Crowborough mee Y Ilkley A PETE cescteccesses A3 Warwick M.B. . A 
MMAR. bss 5 ccsccas A Cuckfield .......... +A2 Ingatestone  --..-.--.--. Al Ar a ° rs Wellington U.D. ... See 
Billingham U.D. A Dalton-in-Furness .. ,. Ipswich  ........ A rake d i Wells (Norfolk) . A2 
Biisth A i ‘stri Isle of Sh , 2 Pontypridd District A BUN MD cessicus-tecsaeseezecs A 
Bi sthorpe veseeennenenrenale Darlington District .. uA 12 le or ent “ies Portishead  ...........- Ganeee oii Pas one > 
Birkenhead ............. a AS | Mle of Wight "A | Portland Stoneyards West Bromwich C.B. .........A 
Birmingham C.B.. ‘tA Denbigh Town . mess) } MB pol aan Da Portsmouth . Westbury .. .....0000 AZ 
Bishop Auckland - Derby C.B. is ArTOW M.By  sseeseeseseerereA Port Talbot . . Westclifi-on-Sea ...cccccceeces A 
Bishop’s Stortford A gaia ‘a2 Keighley ... cal Preston... . Westerham ........ <cKt 
Bispham A Devon, County of $A2 Kendal ...........seees eS Pudsey ..... sore Weston-super-Mare . ‘ Al 
Blackburn a Dewsbury y A Kenilworth U.D. wey Pulborough........ssoeerseeee-A2 Weybridge ........... ay 
Blackpool A Didcot "A2 Kettering M.B. .... et Radnorshire, County of -— Weymouth aes 
Blackwell R “A eee OS ees "A2 Keynsham .......... oA Ramsgate ..rccccecseeceeeeeees Whitby U.D. .............200es Al 
Blaydon U. D.... A Doncaster C.B. A Kidderminster M.B. A Rayleigh .... waa Whitstable and District ...A2 
Blidworth .. A Dorking A King’s Lynn ......... Al Reading .... WickfOrd ....sereecerreeeerseeernAe 
Blyth ..... ‘A Do: County o| f (except- Kingskerswell ... Al Redcar Widnes A 
Blyth oo — naog ia gg Bhan Kingsteignton *.. “AL | Redditch U.D. EE helene 
Boldon ULD. ite Gian i. ‘A2 Kirkham ......0..-0. ok Redhill and Reigate .........A | Wigton ........ A2 
Bolsover U.D. . oh Wenger sok el. ie A2 Knaresborough U.D.. oe Rip ems Willington a 
| SE REET A TIpMCEIE —.. <<ossccsocecase gee Knowle ........ boess Al Rochdale Wilmslow ...........0++ a * 
Bourne End ...........:.000+ Al Driffield U.D. _s.vssecsesveee: VAI Lancaster ...........+. ac Wilts. County of A2 
Bournemouth District ...... A Droitwich M.B... A Leamington M. B. . my Rotherham A | Winchester’ ..... Al 
Bracknell 2 Dudley M.B. ... mer Leatherhead ....... me Rugby M.B. .... vel Windermere “. A2 
Bradford ..... Dunstable _ ceeneerh | MOCdS  earseeen ‘A | Saffron Walden .. he | ieee one Se a 
RWOR ccccorrosAh2 | Waghatin CY ccccccccescccensee icester ine es a aise ceed ; one 
——— onakaghemmmma 6° 5 pememe  -S—emeenene —pammener 
Breconshire, County of.. “SAD E — a eae . Letchworth Riis AL St. Neots. A2 bowser (District) . -Al 
Brent Knoll ....... ETE 5) East Grinstead District A2 | LEWES. ceerreseees A2 Salisbury City...<ccccccccoeAZ Okingham ...........-.se0+e- A2 
a ichfie Se 
Zs Eastwood (Notts.) U.D.......A Licht Id M.B. ..A | Salisbury Plain -A2 | Wolverhampton CB A 
Ebbw Vale & District......... A | Lincoln C.B. ... ..A | Sawbridgeworth . sy | Woodbridge, «-.....+»-. 
ate Me ad mae Littlehampton .A2 Saxmundham .. “A2 Worcester C.B. 
EI BC eneveeeeeereee —e Liverpool ....... sae Scarborough .... ae °* 
y Llandudno . isu ‘ a orksop M.B. 
RONEN sescsnsscssecensscssosessuch Llanelly ..... kK. a WUGEAIIIE cscevscaccsuresieceas A2 
Exeter ....... ar § London ~.. “se ony Wrexham a Cefn) one 
Fakenham A2 Long Eaton A —— ME cnccnstinsy ecveeces 
Falmouth .A2 ee M A Ww, AM .....0000. . 
a Fareham .... A Louth M.B, A2 ymondham .. 
apoverpocconssceoceses os Faversham ............000 ee? coun ° aaa EO asexssivs 





*For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d.; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 3s, 104; 
Labourers, 3s. 44d. t Plus 2d. per working day. + This is the County rate ‘and applies — where higher grades are stated. 

Note.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool So yaya op 

Woen’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s, 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 
other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 

For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 562 
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FOR ROOF AND FLOOR CONSTRUCTION 


The narrow section of these beams allows easy handling and speedy erection 
without elaborate equipment and without sacrifice of strength. A 10 ft. unit 
weighs less than 200 lbs. The manufacturing process ensures the steel reinforce- 
ment being accurately placed. The recesses in the sides of the beams accom- 
modate any continuity steel that may be required, allowing it to be well bedded 
EA GLE in the in situ grouting. 
PRE-CAST 
CONCRETE BEAMS 


For all normal spans and loadings. 
Quotation on receipt of details. 


DELIVERY 21 DAYS 





Marley Concrete Products also include 
Concrete Garages and General Purpose 
and Industrial Buildings. 


SURREY CONCRETE LIMITED, PEASMARSH, GUILDFORD, SURREY. _Guildford 62986 
SHURDCRETE LIMITED, SHURDINGTON, Nr. CHELTENHAM, GLOUCESTER. Shurdington 334/§ 


THE MARLEY TILE CO. LTD., STIFFORD RD., STH. OCKENDON, Nr. ROMFORD, ESSEX. South Ockendon 2201 
CONCRETE PRODUCTS 





MARLEY CONCRETE, WATERLOO, POOLE, DORSET. Broadstone 626 


















THE SAME PATTERN 
FITS EITHER LEFT OR 
RIGHT-HAND DOOR 
OR WINDOW. 























No. 00. No. 0. No. 1. No. 2. 
Arms 23” “a 53” 7" 


THE RHODES “STAYPUT” ADJUSTER 


is a simple but strong device for holding .. . 
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e At % Converts _— into a Rust Preventive Base. Gatiinn@uere Cicenitiaes Siteaiatien 
ved %& Ensures painting on Rust Free metal. House Doors Greenhouse Skylights 
wie ¥% Simple and Economical application by brush or Van Doors Locker Doors 

ne spray. Cupboard Doors Swing Mirrors 

ex A Cabinet Lids - 

ar) * In bond between panes and metal on . and anything else which moves on hinges. 
A iron, steel, aluminium and zinc. 

oc te Reduces cost of mechanical cleaning combined g 

2 ae oe : HODES CHAINS LTD. 

ances “4 etastive aesteiny pamnatien, Beacon House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 WRITE FOR 
1 FERRO-BETOL LTD., WESTERHAM, KENT Chace SI Rnaiemrceioneon BROCHURE Ne, 





Telephone : Westerham 3103 RC.1016/5 
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THE PHOENIX TIMBER CO.LTD. 


FROG ISLAND ~- NEW ROAD - RAINHAM - ESSEX : Telephone: RAINHAM : Essex 331! 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


FUEL. EFFICIENCY POST 


Miss Mary Ruth Schofield, housing 
manager for Stoke Newington MBC, has 
been appointed to the new post of Regional 
Committee Organiser by the Women’s 
Advisory Council on Solid Fuel. 


WOOD WASTE PRODUCTIVITY 


A European productivity agency mission 
which will study the use and grading of 
wood waste, chip board and the use of fibre 
board in Austria, Belgium, France, 
Germany, Italy, Netherlands and the United 
Kingdom, will visit the United Kingdom 
from October 7 to 10, 1954. The United 
Kingdom liaison officer for the mission is 
Mr. H. Dawson, Board of Trade, Horse 
Guards-avenue, London, S.W.1. 


CEILING HEIGHTS 


Liverpool City Council has asked the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
to receive a deputation to discuss the heights 
of ceilings of a proposed block of flats. 
The ceiling height is 7 ft. 6 in. and this 
is lower than that set forth in the building 
by-laws. The Highways and Planning Com- 
mittee had disapproved the plans on that 
ground, but the Ministry has declined to 
revise the heights to comply with the by-laws. 


PADDINGTON HOUSING 


Paddington MBC have been recommended 
by Councillor J. O’Neill Ryan, following the 
enactment by Parliament of the Housing 
Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, to take imme- 
diate steps to assist tenants and landlords 
to exercise their rights and responsibilities 
under the Act; and to conduct, in selected 
areas, house to house inspections of proper- 
ties with a view to formulating proposals 
for dealing with those which appear to be 
unfit for human habitation. 


BIRMINGHAM-LONDON MOTORWAY 


Hundreds of firms throughout the country 
have been asked by the British Road 
Federation to help in estimating the costs 
of moving goods between London and Birm- 
ingham on the present traffic-choked trunk 
routes. The information received will be 
collated to show that vast savings could be 
achieved by constructing the proposed 90- 
mile Birmingham-London motorway. 

A questionnaire covering journey times 
and fuel consumption is also being sent to 
over 250,000 individual firms who support 
the Federation through their membership of 
the 107 trade and industrial associations of 
which the Federation is comprised. 


IRISH STONE-AGE HOUSE 


Irish prehistoric builders were the subject 
of the fifth BBC programme, on September 
24, in the series “* Buried Treasure.” Ireland 
is particularly rich in prehistoric monuments, 
but comparatively little is known of the 
domestic life of the builders of these tombs 
and monuments. Professor Sean O’Riordain 
of University College, Dublin, has been 
carrying out work on and off for 20 years 
at Lough Gur in south-west Ireland, where 
he has excavated several house sites. From 
the information thus acquired, he has been 
able to build as exact a reproduction as pos- 
sible of a Stone Age house on the hill at 
Knockadoon, using only materials and tech- 
niques that would have been available to 
the people of 2000 BC. 
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WARWICK HOUSING SCHEME 


Planning consent for the development of 
the new Percy housing estate at Warwick has 
been received. It is estimated to cost over 
£1m. Warwick Corporation has agreed to 
Birmingham School of Architecture examin- 
ing the drawings and surveys for the scheme, 
and to 50 students visiting the site. 


BIRMINGHAM’S OVERSPILL 


Birmingham City Council is being asked 
by Ross-on-Wye Urban Council to consider 
a proposal whereby the latter town would 
take part of Birmingham’s _ overspill. 
Birmingham is to be given a list of housing 
and industrial sites and facilities available. 
The proposed scheme has been suggested to 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, but the Ministry have indicated that 
they could not formally approve it without 
more information. A deputation from 
Ross is to discuss the proposal with the 
Birmingham authorities. 


RSI EXAMINATION 


The Royal Sanitary Institute has an- 
nounced that an examination in respect of 
the Inspection of Water and Drainage 
Installations will be heid in London from 
November 11 to 13. The syllabus covers 
water and water supply, drainage, disposal 
of sewage and removal of refuse, sanitary 
appliances and waste plumbing, law and 
administration, reports, tests and co-opera- 
tion of the inspector with the various 
interests concerned. Details from the Secre- 
tary, Royal Sanitary Institute, 90 Bucking- 
ham Palace-road, SW1. 
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PAINT SALES LTD. 


47 Whitehall, London, S.W.1 
Telephone: WHitehall 9958 








RATES OF WAGES 
Regrading of Districts 


THE National Joint Council for the Build- 
ing Industry, 11, Weymouth-street, W1, have 
announced that the regrading of the follow- 
ing districts has been authorised and is to 
take effect on and from October 4: 


MIDLANDS REGION 


Boston MB a — .. ALltoA 
Basford RD (part), _ Willoughby-on-the- 

Wolds ne . A2to Al 
Droitwich MB Alto A 


Kidderminster RD (part), “Kidderminster 

Foreign (part), Rock, Upper Arley, 

Wolverley (part) A2 to Al 
Market Bosworth RD (part), Barlestone 

(part), Cadeby, Carlton, Market Bos- 


worth, Newbold Vernon, Osbaston, 
Peckleton, Shackerstone (part), 
Sheepy, Sutton Cheyney, Twycross, 

Witherley .. a -e as .. A2to Al 
Rugeley UD .. an 4 ee « AZ fe Al 
YORKSHIRE REGION 
Barnoldswick UD a .. ALtoA 
Skipton RD (part Grade A2) .. .. A2to Al 
SOUTHERN COUNTIES REGION 
Slough, Windsor and Eton District .. AltoA 
Crawley oa .. A2toAl 
Eastbourne .. as - el xa ALto A 
SOUTH-WESTERN REGION 
Swindon District .. Alto A 
NORTH-WESTERN REGION 
Ambleside .. as ea Pe .. A3 to A2 
Appleby ae Je ae ee .. A3to A2 
Askham : me i a .. A3to A2 
Bettws-y-Coed _ “y ~ .. A3to A2 
Broughton-in-Furness ea oe . Mies 
Buglawton... - es Pe A3 to A2 

Caernarvonshire C e xcept Bangor, 


Bethesda, Caernarvon, Conway, Llan- 
dudno, Llanfairfechan, virmeaaitemenas A3 to A2 


Coniston ay 3 en ;. -- ASMAZ 
Cumberland* sa 3 en - ASto a2 
Denbighshire* i a a. ~ A3 to A2 
Grasmere ta “s a .. A3 to A2 
Kirkby Lonsdale .. a wa lala A3 to A2 
Kirkby Stephen ng ae es .. A3to A2 
Llangollen... ‘es ei ie -. A3to A2 
Merionethshire ea =< ae - Ate 4 
Sedburgh aa os Pp we .. A3to A2 
Tebay .. <a Ly sa a .. A3to A2 
Wem . me .. A3 to A2 
Westmorland “(except Kendal) =e A3 to A2 
Windermere .. A3 to A2 


*Except districts nian seperately. 


Coachworkers’ Wages 


THe Truck and Ladder Manufacturers 
Association, 6, Holborn Viaduct, EC1, have 
announced an increase in the rates of pay by 
24d. per hour. The minimum rates, after 
change, for men of 21 years and over, in- 
cluding woodworkers, wood machinists and 
painters (coach), are now as follows: London 
and Liverpool districts, 3s. 74d. per hour; 
provincial districts, 3s. 64d. per hour. 
Labourers now have minimum rates of 
3s, 24d. and 3s. 14d. per hour. These revised 
rates are to be put into force as from to-day, 
October 1. 


Other revisions state that the Cost of Living 
Index is to provide for $d. per hour adjust- 
ment for 3 points rise or fall as shown in the 
official index of retail prices; and that the 
percentages as minimum rates to be paid to 
learners and youths of each age group is to 
be increased by 5 per cent. 


PERSONAL" COLUMN 


Sir W. A. Rose & Co., Ltd., Shepherds-lane, 
London, E9, have recently appointed Mr. R. T. 
CHARLESWORTH as their representative for Devon and 
Somerset. 


WORK STUDY CONFERENCE 


The Society of Industrial Engineers, 28, 
Victoria-street, SW1, have organised a con- 
ference on “ Work Study and Productivity,” 
to be held -at the Prince of Wales Hotel, 
Southport, from October 7 to 9. 


H 
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TRADE NEWS 


ARCHITECTS’ ADVISORY BUREAU 


In order to be of practical assistance 
to architects when confronted with the 
technical problems of internal broadcasting, 
internal telephone systems, and time control 
specifications, Messrs. Telephone Rentals, 
Ltd., who operate TR Services, have estab- 
lished an architects’ advisory bureau at 
Kent House, Rutland-gardens, Knights- 
bridge, SW7, to co-operate by carrying out 
surveys and supplying technical information. 


HYDRAULIC MIXER 

A hydraulic non-tilt mixer has been intro- 
duced to the market by the Liner Concrete 
Machinery Co., Ltd. “Liner” House, 
Abbey Orchard Street, Victoria-street, 
Westminster, SW1. Its loading hopper is 
operated by a hydraulic ram or piston which 
displaces the customary wire ropes, loader 
clutch and brake, and other parts requir- 
ing periodic service. A mixing drum and 
precision water tank are also included, and 
the unit is powered by a 6 hp diesel engine. 


SELF-SEALING AIR HOSE COUPLER 


Instantaneous self-sealing with no leaks is 
claimed for a new type of air-hose coupler 
being produced by Victor Products (Wall- 
send), Ltd., of Wallsend-on-Tyne, North- 
umberland. Designed for high- and low- 
pressure air-hoses, the coupler incorporates 
a rubber seal ring which is simple and 
cheap to replace if necessary. The Victor 
coupler requires no spanners or tools to 
couple or uncouple, and it cannot be 
uncoupled while under working pressure. A 
special spring bridle is designed to allow for 
the removal of kinks and twists in the hose. 
The range covers hose sizes of 4, } and 1 in. 
and the company are offering potential 
buyers a one-month free trial of any one size 
of coupler. 


SHEET HARDBOARD 

An independent technical report by David 
Kirkcaldy and Son, SE1, on Masonite stan- 
dard and tempered “ Presdwoods ” has been 
issued by Masonite, Ltd., Bevis Marks 
House, Bevis Marks, EC3. “ Presdwood” 
is a grainless wood sheet hardboard made 
by exploding Swedish pine into a finely 
divided wood fibre and pressed into un- 
broken sheets of grainless wood. The report 
contains the results of tests to ascertain 
the tensile properties and behaviour. It also 
contains the results of tests to ascertain 
the density, absorption and moisture move- 
ment of samples of Masonite “ Presdwood ” 
boards and a report on impact bend tests. 
Copies of the report may be obtained from 
Masonite, Ltd., at the above address. 


SEMI-PLASTIC PRESS 

A new “Stanley” semi-plastic press has 
been placed on the market by the Nuneaton 
Engineering Co., Ltd., of Tuttle Hill, 
Nuneaton, which is cam-operated to give a 
low pressing speed with a re-pressing action. 
Up to 700 per hour of glazed, facing, fire 
sand-faced, and silica bricks and up to 1,000 
per hour of common bricks can be produced 
with this machine, and pressure and density 
can be instantly regulated. Thermostatic 
control ensures that the dies are never over- 
heated, and no drying sheds are required, 
production being independent of frost and 
weather. All-electric and with individual 
drive, there are no parts below ground level, 
and consequently no special foundations are 
required. The firm will arrange demonstra- 
tiens of the press to be carried out on the 
customer’s own material. 
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EXTENDED TYRE RANGE 

The Dunlop Rubber Co., Ltd., have 
added to their range of ribbed implement 
tyres a 4.50-16 cover, 254.ins. in overall 
diameter, and 4} in. wide. The new tyre 
is being made in two capacities for load- 
carrying, a 4-ply, rated 840 lb. per tyre; 
and a 6-ply rated 1,020 lb. 


BOOKLET ON ASPHALT 


A booklet has been issued by the National 
Association of Master Asphalters describing 
the principal] types of “‘ Namastic” roofing, 
tanking and flooring asphalts, their uses and 
the principles of application. Illustrations 
and diagrams are included, and a list of con- 
tractors is given. Copies can be obtained 
from the Secretary, NAMA, 202, Bishops- 
gate, EC2, or from Permanite, Ltd., 455, 
Old Ford-road, E3. 


CONCRETE LECTURE SERVICE 


A lecture service is being offered to pro- 
fessional and trade associations by FEB 
(Great Britain), Ltd., which takes the form 
of a film show, a talk on concrete problems 
and the technique of air-entrained concrete 
and mortars, combined with a plastering 
and bricklaying demonstration, which is 
followed by a question period. 

The service is supplied free of charge, 
and those interested should write to Mr. 
A. G. Elliott, technical director, FEB 
(Great Britain), Ltd., Albany-road, Chorlton- 
cum-Hardy, Manchester, 21. 


DUST INHIBITORS 

A prover understood to eliminate dusting, 
resist corrosion and provide an effective 
hardening treatment for cement surfaces, 
concrete and granolithic floors has been 
developed by Evode, Ltd., Stafford House, 
Norfolk-street, WC2. It is designed not as 
a temporary treatment but to penetrate the 
concrete, transforming the dust-forming, soft 
particles into hard, insoluble flint-like com- 
pounds. For new floors, Evode Prover 2 
crystal treatment is supplied, while for old 
floors in use for more than a year, Prover 5 
solution can be brushed in. A powder dust 
inhibitor known as “ Mellitol” has also 
been placed on the market by the firm, and 
is claimed to both waterproof and 
increase the strength of concrete flooring in 
the formation stages. These dust inhibitors 
have already been used in War Office store 
buildings, British Electricity Authority plant, 
and Manchester’s and Dublin’s bus garages. 
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ACOUSTILES 


UNITON LIMITED 


Acoustic and Insulation Division 
25 Coptic St., New Oxford St., London, W.C.1 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia.—New buildings having a floor 
area of 95,000 sq. ft. are to be built 
for General Motors, Ltd. at  Fisher- 
men’s Bend, Melbourne, at a_ cost, 
including equipment, of about £A1,610,000. 
... Mr. K. C. McGregor has been elected 
president of the Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion of New South Wales, and W. J. 
Bryant and S. O. Edwards have been elected 
vice-presidents. 


Gold Coast.—The new Gold Coast Legis- 
lative Assembly has announced a number 
of building schemes for the near future and 
a plan of development is being prepared for 
the next five years. Possibilities are being 
examined for the setting up of a building 
society movement to cope with the numbers 
of houses which are to be built, especially 
in rural areas, during the next few years. 
A new building for the Legislative Assembly 
is also under consideration as well as a new 
hotel of the highest standard. Details of 
these schemes as well as plans for new 
roads and construction of bridges are avail- 
able from the Gold Coast Government 
Offices in Accra... The Gold Coast 
Government has awarded the contract for 
the building of Tema Harbour to Sir 
Lindsay Parkinson and Messrs. Howard and 
Co., both British companies acting in con- 
sortium. The two firms are expected to 
commence work in the near future. The 
total cost is expected to be about £10m. 

The Industrial Development Corp. has 
formulated plans for the establishment of 
certain new industries. Under discussion are 
projects covering a new tyre factory in 
Accra as well as a match factory and a 
wire and nail factory in other parts of the 
country. The new brick and tile factory 
which was started some time ago is expected 
to be in operation next year. But there 
should still be a demand for bricks as well 
as other sundry materials.... The Prime 
Minister of the new Assembly has himself 
assumed responsibility for the building of 
the new town of Tema. Although no 
announcements have so far been made, 
applications for information can be made 
to the Industrial Development Corp. in 
Accra, which is certain to play a large part 
in the industrialisation of this new town. 

.. The contract for the Trans-Volta 
bridge, an 800-ft. steel-arch bridge at Adomi, 
is expected to be awarded at the end of this 
year. Other improvements which will entail 
building work include water supplies, 
schools, and extensions of broadcasting 
facilities. : 

India—Construction of an additional 
warehouse and a coal yard in Madras Port 
has been sanctioned by the Central Govern- 
ment. The warehouse wili be 500 ft. long 
and 80 ft. wide. It will be a single-storey 
building with steel rolling doors and asbestos 
roofing. It will have seven compartments, 
each 60 ft. wide, and one 80 ft. wide. The 
coal yard will be located in the south fore- 
shore of the harbour area. It will have 
railway sidings and crossings with a pro- 
tective revetment along its eastern side. The 
port now has seven general cargo berths 
and two coal berths. Both schemes form 
part of the major five-year plan for develop- 
ment of Madras Port. Cost is expected to 
be in the region of 63m. rupees. 

Construction work is to commence shortly 
on two new lighthouses, one on the west 
coast and the other on the east coast. The 
west coast lighthouse will be located at Okha, 
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FOR NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
IN METAL WINDOW DESIGN 
| CONSULT 
HOPES 
pioneers since 1818 with the cup pivot, lok’d bar joint, 
cam opener, 2-point handle and friction hinge 


ae 


HOPE’S ALUMINIUM 
TUBULAR SECTIONS 


have been designed for doors and large opening casements 
where narrow frames around large glass areas are required. 
The sections are flanged, hollow oblongs of enormous 
torsional strength, yet light in weight and appearance. 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD 


Smethwick, Birmingham & 17 Berners St., London, W.1 


MEMBER OF METAL WINDOW 4 ae ASSOCIATION 
> 











October 1 1954 


















































Octot 


on th 
the G 
khota, 
in Ar 
for bi 
large | 
execut 
at Bhz 
A mo 
under 
on the 
the ea 
lighthc 
tion a 
of Bo 
Allepp 
on the 
in Ku 
Uttan 
differer 
plan | 
impro\ 
coast 

are al: 
The | 
details 
sible f 


Luxe 
bourg 
already 
approv 
nation 
an ext 
£900, 06 
The fit 
already 
bourg | 
on the 
eight n 
is like! 
summe 
speciali 
foreign 
for it. 


Male 
being 
Malaya 
mendec 
at Tan 
produc: 
Improv 
the pr 
About 
and £1 
is als 
measur 
is avail 
the rep 
wheels 
of furt 
the riv 
built it 
of soft 
asked t 
Univer: 
studied 
expecte 
for the 
has be 
about ; 
three b 
tiled ro 
The Fe 
site of 
buildin; 
ping ce 
shops. 
built o 
two ro 
£850 te 
mence 
also be 
two ne’ 


1954 





October 1 1954 


on the Saurashtra coast, at the mouth of 
the Gulf of Kutch, and the other at Penta- 
khota, near Tuni, south of Vishakhapatnam, 
in Andhra State. A number of projects 
for building modern lighthouses along the 
large coastline of India are already under 
execution. A lighthouse is now being built 
at Bhatkal, south of Goa, in Bombay State. 
A modern and high-powered lighthouse is 
under construction at Dolphin’s Nose, a hill 
on the outskirts of Visakhapatnam Port on 
the east coast. Construction work for new 
lighthouses is in different stages of execu- 
tion at Korlai Fort, in the Colaba district 
of Bombay; Vakalpudi, in Andhra State; 
Alleppey, in Travancore-Cochin; Dwarka, 
on the Saurashtra Coast; Chaci and Mandvi, 
in Kutch; and at Tolkeshwar, Devgarh, 
Uttan and Ghogha, in Bombay State. These 
different schemes are part of the five-year 
plan for development, modernisation and 
improvement of navigation aids along the 
coast of India. Several other lighthouses 
are also being planned for the coastline. 
The Indian Office in London will have 
details of these and of the authority respon- 
sible for their construction. 


Luxembourg.—Plans to enlarge Luxem- 
bourg Airport, on which some work has 
already been done, have been officially 
approved. The work, for which inter- 
national competition is invited, will involve 
an expenditure of the equivalent of about 
£900,000 and is divided into three parts. 
The first two parts, for earth-moving, have 
already been put out to tender. A Luxem- 
bourg firm made the lowest bid. The work 
on the first two parts should take about 
eight months to complete and the third part 
is likely to be put out to tender in the 
summer of 1955. This involves rather more 
specialised work and it is possible that 
foreign, including British, firms will compete 
for it. 


Malaya.—Several building schemes are 
being considered in the Federation of 
Malaya. Top priority has been recom- 
mended for the improvement of amenities 
at Tanjong Karang, the centre of the rice- 
production industry in the State of Salangar. 
Improvements costing over £1m. will include 
the provision of a piped water supply. 
About £4m. is to be spent on new schools 
and £100,000 on clinics and dispensaries. It 
is also understood that various other 
measures will be taken as soon as money 
is available, and these are said to include 
the replacement of wooden dams and water- 
wheels by concrete ones and the purchase 
of further excavators to remove silt from 
the rivers. . A large factory is to be 
built in Butterworth for the manufacture 
of soft drinks.... Architects have been 
asked to prepare a master plan for the new 
University of Malaya. A site is now being 
studied. Completion of the scheme is 
expected to take five years. ... A contract 
for the building of 110 Housing Trust houses 
has been signed in Kuala Lumpur, worth 
about £200,000. The houses will all have 
three bedrooms and will be brick-built with 
tiled roofs. They are to be ready by 1955. 
The Federal Housing Trust has acquired a 
site of about 70 acres near Georgetown for 
building 400 houses, including a small shop- 
ping centre with a market and some work- 
shops. To begin with, 100 houses will be 
built of five different types varying from 
two rooms, and the prices will range from 
£850 to £1,250. Construction is to com- 
mence early next year.... Reports have 
also been circulating in the Federation that 
two new cinemas are to be built in Kuala 
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BAGHDAD TRADE FAIR STAND.—A photograph of the model of the Crittall 
Stand at the forthcoming Baghdad Trade Fair. It was designed by Mr. Neville Conder, 
ARIBA, AADip.(Hons.), MSIA, within the standard tubular framework provided 
by the exhibition authorities. Crittall windows are extensively used throughout the 
Near and Middle East, and the examples shown here include standard metal windows, 
both outward and inward opening, fitted with fly-screens, guard bars, and shutters ; 
standard pressed steel doors of various kinds ; aluminium purpose made windows ; 
and standard sliding folding verandah screens. An exhibit of special interest is a 
sample of the windows now being supplied for the Royal Palace, Baghdad, which are 
fitted with fly-screens, sunbreakers, and “‘ Solomatic’’ venetian blinds. In the design 
of the stand, the architect has used bamboo screens to form a number of bays for the 
different exhibits. 





Lumpur, one costing £150,000 and including 
two blocks of flats, and the other costing 
£90,000 approximately. Plans have already 
been passed by the authorities, but actual 
news of building is still to be announced. 

Construction of a new fire station in 
Kuala Lumpur is expected to begin late this 
year. The station will be one of the best 
in South-East Asia and is expected to cost 
about £150,000. 


*Trinidad.—A local factory for the pro- 
duction of builders’ cement is expected to 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. t 
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go into production in the near future and 
a heavy decrease in imports may be expected. 

Finished structural parts and assembled 
structures of iron and steel to the value of 
over $2m. went into the colony during 1953. 
The bulk was from the UK. 


Turkey.—The Industrial Nitrogen Com- 
pany, founded last year in Istanbul, Turkey, 
is to set up a fertiliser factory to produce 
ammonium sulphate and ammonium nitrate. 
The factory, which will be established in 
Kutahya, will utilise the lignite mines in 
the neighbouring areas. Cost of the new 
plant is about 65 million Turkish liras. 
Tenders have been invited from many well- 
known foreign firms, and contracts are 
expected to be awarded about the end of 
this month. 


TRADE COMMISSIONER, BULAWAYO 

The Board of Trade announce that a new 
Trade Commissioner Office was opened in 
Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia, on October 1. 
Mr. J. Stafford, assistant to the UK Trade 
Commissioner at Salisbury, S. Rhodesia, is 
in charge of the new office, temporary 
address: c/o Mr. J. A. Clark, PO Box 1776, 
516, Bradlow’s Buildings, Abercorn-street, 
Bulawayo. Tel.: 4168. 


GLAZED WALL TILES 

* Louis Carsten and Co., 89, St. George’s- 
terrace, Perth, Western Australia wish to 
obtain the agency of a manufacturer of 
glazed wall tiles. 

Firms interested in this inquiry should 
write direct to Louis Carsten and ‘Co., 
giving full details of their offers and quoting 
cif prices. Telephone inquiries to Chancery 
4411, Ext. 776, quoting ref. ESB/20084/54. 
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Firm Tenders Required 


ABERDEEN Housing Committee has de- 

cided to ask for firm tenders as far as 
materials are concerned in future housing 
contracts. COUNCILLOR R. S. LENNOX, con- 
vener, said it had been noted for some time 
that the price of materials had remained 
fairly steady, and as a result the Department 
of Health were concerned that firm tenders 
should become the order of the day. Regard 
would still be given, however, to fluctuations 
in wages. 

The committee, after considering the de- 
tailed plans, agreed to seek tenders for the 
erection of an eight-storey bloek of flats on 
the Ashgrove housing scheme. It will con- 
tain 32 flats of three apartments and four of 
two apartments, each all-electric. The block 
will have lifts, chutes for refuse disposal, 
and. drying facilities on the roof. Each 
tenant will have a store in the basément. 

It was also decided to build 21 two-apart- 
ment special-purpose houses on a piece of 
surplus ground at Thorngrove Home, 
Mannofield. During August the Corporation 
built 85 houses, making a total so far this 
year of 693. 


Reducing Building Costs 


SEVERAL methods by which local authori- 
ties could cut building costs were suggested 
by COMMANDER T. D. GALBRAITH, Joint 
Under-Secretary of State for Scotland, when 
he spoke to Lanark County Councillors at 
an informal meeting in Glasgow recently. 
The price of materials had been fixed for 
the past two years, he said, and he hoped 
that councils would insist on fixed prices for 
materials in their contracts. In extending 
contracts, they should bargain with contrac- 
tors for the lowest possible price. 

Commander Galbraith asked that Lanark 
County should consider adopting model 
building by-laws. If these were adopted by 
all local authorities it would lead to con- 
siderable saving by making some standardi- 
sation possible. 

He thought that private building should 
be encouraged. Every man who built a 
house for himself saved the taxpayer and 
the ratepayer a subsidy of about 25s. a week. 

Grants were available to private persons 
for improving old property, and both local 
authorities and private persons should be en- 
couraged to undertake this work. 


Scottish Housing Council 


THE annual meeting of the Scettish 
National Housing and Town Planning Coun- 
cil was held in the Assembly Rooms, Edin- 
burgh, on September 21. 

Mr. Frank A. B. Preston, MIMunE, 
MTPI, was re-elected Hon. President. 
Treasurer William Gibson, representative of 
Scottish National Building Trades Federa- 
tion (Employers), was elected Chairman as 
a result of a postal ballot. 

The Housing (Repairs and Rents) (Scot- 
land) Act, 1954, was the subject of an 
address by Mr. H. R. Smith, Department of 
Health for Scotland. 


Aberdeen Appointment 


Mr. THomas C. Watson, ARIBA, assist- 
ant in Aberdeen City Architect’s department, 
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has been appointed Deputy City Architect. 
He succeeds Mr. G. M. Keith, ARIBA, who 
was recently appointed City Architect. 


Self-build Grant Refused 


Mr. JAMES Stuart, the Scottish Secretary, 
has turned down a proposal that Shetland 
people should be given a grant of £1,000 to 
build their own homes instead of building 
council houses at £3,000 each. Shetland 
Housing Committee has decided to appeal to 
the Highlands and Islands Advisory Panel. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Scheme for erection of new bridge over 
Deeside railway line from Broomhill-rd. to Auchinyell- 
td. has been approved by Aberdeen Streets and Works 
Committee. Est. cost £64,000. 

Aberdeen.—Plans prepared by Housing Committee 
to erect a nine-storey block of all-electric flats in the 
Ashgrove housing scheme. 

Arbroath.—Plans have been prepared and approved 
for the Angus Joint Police Committee’s scheme for the 
reconstruction with additions to the Bellvue House 
ae. to cost approx. £11,000, for new police 


Argylishire.—CC is to have plans prepared for a 
new public sch. to be erected at Ardconnal. The 
architect and quantity surveyor respectively are 
William R. Tocher (F) and D. Bryden Macfarlane 
Johnstone, FRICS, County Offices, Cowal Hotel- 
bidgs., Alexandria-pde., Dunoon. 

Ayr. —Corpn. is to have plans prepared which have 
been passed by the council for the conversion, altera- 
tion and additions to the day nursery at Lismore, at 
an est. cost of £12,000, for the new HQ of the 
Welfare and Health Depts. The architect is Thomas 
O’Brien (A), Municipal-bldgs., High-st., The Sandgate, 
Ayr. 

‘Mentyre.—Lanerkikire CC has had plans prepared 
and approved for scheme of 128 houses to be erected 
at the Castlehill housing site. The architect is 
Samuel MacColl (A), Beckford-st., 
Hamilton West. 

Caithness-shire.—Plans prepared and approved by 
the CC for new sec. sch. to be erected at Ormlie, 
Thurso. The county A is William Wilson (A), 
County-bldgs., Wick. 

Coatbridge.—Lanarkshire CC has had plans pre- 
pared for new wing to the St. Bartholomew Cath. sch. 
The architect is W. Watt (F), Council Offices, Albert- 
st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Falkirk.—Plans passed by Dean of Guild Court for 
erection by TC of eight three-storey blocks of houses 
at King-st. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FFOLLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 


etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 

Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 one 
mee 
Ist 41 3 
d 334 55 0 
3rd 50 82 6 
4th 110 0 
Sth 15 23 9 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of 
probationary period) 

Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) 
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w 
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Glasgow.—Plans 
Union-st., Glasgow, 
Stephenson and Gillis, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for the Church of Scot- 
land, Edinburgh, for new buildings to be erected at 
Polmadie-rd., Gushotfaulds. The architect is James 
Frew, Craigielea, Chapeltown, Lanarkshire. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
buildings for the Salvation Army to be erected at 
Peel-st., Partick. The architects are Whyte & Nicol 
(F), 31, North Frederick-st.; George-sq., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for scheme 
of demolition and erection of new buildings for 
Scaffolding (Great Britain), Ltd., to be erected at 
Copeland-rd., Govan. The architect is Richard C. 
Evans (F), 23, Willow-la., Mitcham, Surrey. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for exten- 
sions to business premises and erectiun of new garage, 
etc., for R. Johnston at Nitsdale-rd. The architect is. 
James D. Ferguson, 16, North-ave., Cambuslang. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
warehouse gn 7 to be erected at Queen-st. for 
Arthur & Co., Ltd. The architects are Frank Burnet, 
Boston & Bell (F&A), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared for corpn. for new 
filters at Maukinhill and new tunnel from Loch Thom 
to Maukinhill, where filters will be erected under 
cover. Est. cost of scheme £370,000. Architects ané 
civil engrs. for the scheme are Babtie, Shaw 
Morton, 17, Blythswood-sq., West George-st., 
Glasgow. 

Inverness.—Plans passed by Dean of Guild Court 
for 24 two-apartment flats to be erected at Gilbert-st. 
Est. cost £23,957. 

Inverness-shire.—Plans are to be prepared for new 
bank and bank house, etc., to be erected at Beauly 
for the Commercial Bank of Scotland, Ltd., George- 
st. The architect is Hamish Paterson (F), 17, Queens- 
gate-chbrs., Inverness. 

L hire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
alterations and additions at Avondale-pl., Strathaven. 
The architects are Cullen, Lochhead, Brown & Hutson 
(F&A), 119, Cadzow-st., Hamilton West. 

markshire.—Plans have been prepared § and 
approved for new Church of Scotland halls to be 
erected at Machan-rd., Larkhall. The architects are 
Gavin Paterson & Son (F&A), 6, Cadzow-st., The 
Cross, Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
scheme of petrol tanks and pumps installation to be 
et at Rickerton, Fernigair. The architect is 
A. Macdonald, The Estate Offices, Hamilton. 

scoeiaee “aaa prepared and approved for the 
establishment of a filling station, etc., at Crawford. 
The architect is James J. Shannon (F), 45, High-st., 
Biggar. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans propared and approved for new 
filling station and tea rooms, etc., to be erected on a 
site at Abington. The architect is T. O. - Pottinger 

6, Learmouth-place, Edinburgh. 

Midiothian.—Plans are to be prepared for scheme 
of 50 houses to be erected at the central dist. of 
Musselburgh at an est. cost of £68,000. e council 
A is W. Y. Dryburgh, MInstCE, Master of Works 
Offices, Municipal-bidgs., Musselburgh. 

Muirhead.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
new Church of Scotland halls. The architects and 
quantity surveyors are James Davidson & Son (PF), 
6, Academy-st., Coatbridge. 

Rotherglen. —Corpn. has approved in principle that 
plans be prepared for schemes of three and four-storey 
flatted houses at Newfield, Johnstone-dr. and at 
Greenhill-st. The architect is John Russell (F), 
Municipal-bldgs., Main-st., Rutherglen. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared by their own archi- 
tects for a scheme of extensions to be erected at 
High-st., Falkirk, by Marks & Spencer, Ltd. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans are in the hands of their own 
architects for new building, est. to cost at least £7,350, 
to be erected at Narls-rd., Grangemouth, by Muirhead 
& Son, Ltd., New Works, Earls-rd., Grangemouth. 


approved for alterations at 6, 
for Jackson the Tailor by 
Saville-chbrs., North-st., 
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Clean right through with 


Cleaning through at the finish of a job is your 
responsibility. And there is no reason for doing 
it half-heartedly when you can use TEEPOL! 
TEEPOL, Shell’s amazingly efficient detergent, 
offers you maximum cleaning power at mini- 
mum cost. You will find it invaluable for scores 
of cleaning jobs, on every washable surface. 
TEEPOL makes all cleaning faster, easier and 
more economical. 

Please write for a free illustrated booklet which 
describes the many uses of TEEPOL. 


SHELL CHEMICALS LIMITED 


CONTRIBUTION TO 
IMPROVED HEALTH AND 





A {SHELL 
Wy 


HYGIENE AT LOWER COST 


Divisional Sales Offices: Walter House, Bedford Street, London, W.C.2 
Tel: Temple Bar 4455. 42 Deansgate, Manchester3. Tel: Deansgate 6451. 
Clarence Chambers, 39 Corporation St., Birmingham 2. Tel : Midland 6954. 
28 St. Enoch Square, Glasgow, C.1. Tel : Glasgow Central 9561. 
“TEEPOL” is a Registered Trode Mark 
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Concrete 
Mixers 


The fast mixing cycle of “‘REX’’ 
Concrete Mixers gives more batches 
per hour... at less cost. 

There are many other sound 
reasons behind the fact that leading 
contractors use ‘‘REX’’ mixers. 
Available in sizes 34T, 5E, 5SE, 7E, 
7S, 10S, 12S, 14S and 28S. Full 


details and prices supplied on request. 





and cut your costs! 


BLAW KNOX LTD. (Box 113), 90-94 Brompton Road, London, S.W.3.  Tel.: KENsington 5151 
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Sees 2 [S22 S22 
U WANT IT 
Size 2 
An ideal method of centrally heating any home with minimum 
of installation and maximum control without attention 
@ HEAT CONTROL. Adjustable 3-way. @ SAFETY. Oil contained in hermetically sealed pipes. 


@ PORTABLE. Easily moved on smooth running wheel-castors. @ HUMIDIFIER. Available if required. 


The OCEAN heater gives all-round radiation and maintains an even temperature, adjustable to suit personal 
comfort. The OCEAN is completely safe—the oil-filled steel tubes are heated by easily accessible electric immersion 
element. All voltages A.C. D.C. can be supplied on special order. 
The OCEAN is made in three sizes and retails at the following prices: 
Size 1. 720 watts. List Price £15 .17.0 + P.T. £5.16.6 Size 2. 1200 watts. List Price £17.5.10 + PT. £6.7.1 
Size 3. 1500 watts. List Price £20 .12.1-+ P.T. £7.11.5 
Enquire through your usual Dept. B 


wholesaler or direct to HOBOURN DOMESTIC APPLIANCES LTD. 
EN STROOD, ROCHESTER, KENT Telephone: STROOD 7626 (4 lines) SII 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous. issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
mame and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


Lars OCTOBER 1. 
{Birmingham City C.—119 dwellings at Bath-row 
development area, contract 482. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by November 5. 


OCTOBER 5. 
*tBrentford and Chiswick BC.—Cold store 
banana ripening rooms. Brentford Market. TC. 
*tWhaley Bridge UDC.—28 houses and three bun- 
galows for old people. off Macclesfield-rd. C. Hough, 


Clerk of C 
OCTOBER 8. 

*tCroydon CBC.—63 flats, six maisonettes and nine 
houses at Canterbury / York/Stanley-rds. site. BE. 

*tDudley CBC.—Sec. mod. sch. Boro’ A. 

: *tHastings Corpn.—Additions to West St. Leonards 
infants’ school and additions to West St. Leonards 
junior school. BE, 37, Wellington-sq. Dep. £2 2s. 
each. Tenders by November 1. 

*tNewcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—Alterations to 
wards, Walker Gate Hospital. Secretary, ‘‘ Dunira,”’ 
Osborne-rd. 

*tSutton and Cheam BC.—20 flats at Stonecot Hill. 
BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by November 17. 

" OCTOBER 9. 

*tBillericay UDC.—Four garages, Tattenham-rd., 
Laindon; six garages, Cromer-ave., Laindon; and six 
garages, Langham-cres., Billericay. S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tDurkam CC.—Eight schs. at various sites. Cty. 
A, Court-la., Durham. 

*ftEssex CC.—Erection of Stanway sch., near Col- 
chester. Cty. A, Chelmsford, 

OCTOBER 11. 

*Essex CC.—Smallholders’ house, Knowles Farm, 
Maldon. Cty Land Agent & Valuer, 69, Duke-st., 
Chelmsford. 

__ *tNorfolk CC.—Police stn. with three houses, ad- 
joining, Caister-on-Sea. Cty. A. 27, Thorpe-rd., 
Norwich. 

*Ragby BC.—38 garages, Newbold Glebe estate. 

BS, Burford House, Church-walk. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 12. 

*{Suffolk and Ipswich Fire Authy.—Extensions to 
fire stn. at Aldeburgh. E. J. Symcox, FRIBA, A to 
the Authy, County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by November 2. 

OCTOBER 14. 

*tNorthern Ireland Hospital Authy.—Nurses’ home, 
houses and gatehouse to new hospital at Londonderry, 
contract 5. Secretary, Northern Ireland Hospital 
rage 44-46, Queen-st., Belfast. Tenders by Novem- 


*tWoking UDC.—170 houses, Barnsbury Farm 

estate (3 contracts). E&S. Dep. £2 2s. each. 
OCTOBER 15. 

Deal BC.—28 houses on St. Martin’s-rd. housing 
estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

4 OCTOBER 16. 

*t+Kingston upon Thames and Maldon and Coombe 
BCs.—Eight houses, 8 flats and 4 shops and 
maisonettes. H. E. Barrett, Sec., Municipal Offices, 
New Malden, Surrey. 


and 


OCTOBER 2. 
*Dover BC.—20 houses, Aycliffe estate. BE, Brook 
House. Dep. £2 2s. 


x CC.—Farm buildings at Bretts Farm, Bel- 
hus estate, Aveley. Cty. Land Agent, 69, Duke-st., 


Chelmsford. 
OCTOBER 22. 
*Gravesend BC.—49 flats (scheme 52), Westcourt 
estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Maidenhead BC.—Public conveniences at Oakes- 
gr. playing fields. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Wembley BC.—Sports pavilion, Roe Green Park. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 23. 
Heywood BC.—32 houses on 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 25. 


Handfield _ site. 


*Lincoln (Kesteven) CC.—Alterations and additions, - 


ae Hall Boarding Special. Cty. A, Sleaford, 
incs. 
*Ongar RDC.—Four shops and 4 maisonettes and 


4 dwellings and 4 maisonettes, St. Peter’s-ave., Shelley. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 26. 
*Basingstoke BC.—15 flats and 12 garages, Cliddes- 
den-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Southgate BC.—Building, Southgate cemetery. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s 
OCTOBER 29. 


*Faraham UDC.—24 houses, 4 flats and pair of 
bungalows, Black Pond-la., Lower Bourne. Gilbert 
and Hobson, architects, 69a, Castle-st. Bep. £2. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
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NOVEMBER 9. 
*Coventry Corpa.—Limbrick Wood nursery school, 
Tile Hill. City A. Dep. £2 
NOVEMBER 19. . 
*tEast Sussex CC.—Adaptations and extensions to 
*“* The Chimneys,’’ 52, New Church-rd., Hove. Cty. 
A. Lewes. Tenders by November 19. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
OCTOBER 5. 
*tTynemouth CBC.—P.c. items in connection with 
houses, shops, etc. 
OCTOBER 9. 
*+Billericay UDC.—Chain Link fencing, Pound-la., 
Laindon. S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tDurham CC.—Renewal of floors, stonework and 
— improvements at five schs. Cty. A, Court-la.. 


Durham. 
OCTOBER 16. 

*tIsle of Ely CC.—Electrical installation in divisional 
police station and court house, Wisbech. County A, 
March. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November: 6. 

OCTOBER 19. 

Liverpool City C.—Wrought-iron railings and plinth 

walls at Princes-pk. City E&S. 
NOVEMBER 1. 

*Croydon CBC.—Redecorating and flat conversion 

at ‘* The Waldrons ’’ and Park-la. BE. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 


OCTOBER 5. 
Coventry Corpn.—Private street works. City E. 
Dep. £5 5s. 
OCTOBER 18. 
tBiggleswade RDC.—About 6} miles of sewers, 
% mile of rising main; two pumping stns. and a 
sewage disposal works. Binnie, Deacon & Gourley, 
engineers, Artillery House, Artillery-row, Westminster, 
SWI. Dep. £10. Tenders by November 15. 


OCTOBER 22. 
Bridgnorth RDC.— Sewage disposal works. 
A. H. S. Waters, MICE, 25, Temple-row, Birming- 
ham. Dep. £5 5s. 


THE WINDSOR 
MOSAIC 
FLOOR 
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e Cheaper than any other 
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e Available now 
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OCTOBER 23. 

tHartismere RDC.—Pumping stn., plant house and 
40,000 gal. reservoir at Redgrave. W. Herbert Bate- 
man & Partners, engineers, Halifax House, Bank 
Plain, Norwich. Dep. £5 5s. 

North East Derbyshire Joint Water Com. 
reservoirs at Chesterfield, contract No. 1. G. ; 
Hill & Sons (Manchester), civil engineers, 51, Mosley- 
st., Manchester 2. Dep. £5 5s. 

NOVEMBER 1. 

tTees Valley Water Brd.—Earth reservoir embank- 
ment of about 2 m. cu. yd. fill and 60,000 cu. yd. 
clay puddle. E. A. Morris, C. of Brd., Corporation- 
td., Middlesbrough. 

NOVEMBER 8. 

Lieya RDC.—200,000 gal. reservoir. 
Humphreys & Sons, consulting engineers, 
toria-st., SW1. Dep. £5 5s. 

NOVEMBER 24. 

State Electricity Commission, Victoria, Australia. 
—No. | pipeline and associated structures at Kiewa. 
Agent-General for Victoria, Melbourne-pl., Strand, 
WC2. Dep. £100. 

NO DATE. 


*Old Fletton UDC.—Short length of new street, 
Stranground, Southfields estate. Ruddle and Wilkin- 
son, architects, Long Causeway-chbrs., Peterborough. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Battersea.—Housinc.—Hsg. Com. have approved 
revised plans prepared by Howes and Jackman, 
FF.RIBA, 1, Verulam-bidgs., Gray’s Inn, WC1, for 
23 flats to be erected on site No. 2, comprising Nos. 
273-297, Lavender-hill, at an estimated cost of 
£117,347. Hsg. Com. also recommend the approval 
by MBC of preliminary plans submitted by the same 
architects for the development of a site at Hauberk- 
rd. by the erection of 8 flats and 8 maisonettes. 

Bermondsey. — COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT. — 
MH&LG has given approval to proposals by LCC to 
compulsorily purchase 15 acres of land and property 
bordering the Thames in Bermondsey and Rotherhithe. 
The land includes houses, shops, churches and inns. 
The 15 acres cover about 30 small blocks, and it is 
part of a 117-acre area bounded by the river, St. 
Saviour’s Dock, Dockhead and Tooley-st., Jamaica- 
rd., Southwark Park, Surrey Docks, and the Rother- 
hithe Tunnel, which is defined as an Area of Compre- 
hensive Development. All but 30 of the 117 acres 
are already in LCC possession, but no plans have yet 
been announced for acquiring the remaining 30 acres. 
Under the nay yoo Plan the LCC propose to use 

17 acres for re-housing. : 
One sethentne POLICE Fiats.—LCC has informed the 
Receiver of the Metropolitan Police that it has no 
observations to offer on the proposal to build a 
single three-storey block of flats and maisonettes om 
the site of Nos. 7-8, St. Germans-pl. , 

Bloomsbury.—ScHooL oF PHaRMAcy.—London Uni- 
versity have taken over half-completed block of build- 
ings in Brunswick-sq., Bloomsbury, for a new sc 
of pharmacy, and have obtained a licence to complete 
one floor, but will have to wait for another licence 

fore extending the premises. 

Oe cemberwell Siem ACQUISITION.—MBC have been 
asked to approve an estimate of £200,000 for pur- 
chasing Camberwell House, a mental hospital in 
ekham-rd., as a housing site. 
Pee iewell BC plan to spend nearly £100,000 
on repairs and _——— to their pre-war houses, 
rovided MH&LG approve. 
. Croydon.—Fi.ats.—Scheme has been prepared by 
Riches and Blythin, FA.RIBA, 16, Northumberland- 
ave., WC2, for the erection of 44 flats at Heathfield- 
rd., South Croydon, at a cost of £89,416. It is also 
proposed to spend £41,688 on building 24 flats at 
ingsdown-ave. } 
een Pecans AND OFFIces.—The erection of 
a new factory and offices on a site at Vulcan-way, 
Addington, as proposed by Motor Traction, Ltd., 
71-19, Teevan-rd., Addiscombe, has been given TP 
consent. ; ; 

Croydon.—The following firms are to take sites on 
the New Addington industrial estate for the erection 
of factories: Terry & Co., Ltd., 6, Hatton-gdn., EC1; 
S. Warner & Sons, Ltd., 77, Wells-st., W1; Danish 
Bacon Co., 9, Cowcross-st., ECl; and A. H. Hunt 
(Capacitors), Ltd., Bendon Valley, Garrett-la., SW18. 

Croydon.—SALVATION ARMY Hatit.—Hsg. Com. 
have approved the sale of a site on the New Adding- 
ton estate to the Salvation Army, 1, Vandon-st., SWI, 
for the erection ef a hall for 200 people and living 
accommodation for the officer in charge. 

Croydon.—SitE Acgutsit1ioN.—CBC are to acquire 
the north section of the New Addington housing estate 
for housing purposes, together with the site of St. 
Andrew’s Mission Hall, Crystal-ter., SE19, and part 
of No. 29, Bensham Manor-rd. 

Croydon.—ScHooLs ProGRAMME.—Ed. Com. recom- 
mend the inclusion of the following schemes in the 
1955-56 programme: Adaptations at Tavistock 
secondary boys’ school, est. cost £5,500; adaptations 
of Tamworth-rd. premises for Tavistock secondary 
girls’ school, est. cost £5,100; reorganisation of Ken- 
sington-ave. JM and Infants’ school, est. cost £7,500; 
and two classrooms at Gonville JM and Infants 
school, est. cost £7,500. 

Croydon.—BUNGALOWS.—TP permission has been 
granted to proposals by Bennett, Worskett and 
Bennett, 90, Belsize-la.. Hampstead, NW3, for the 
erection of 12 bungalows on a new street off Wick- 
ham-rd. 
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Croydon.—SuHorps.—The proposals submitted by 
New British Garden Estates, Ltd., Estate Office, 
Crossways, Addington Village-rd., Addington, for the 
erection of five shops with living accommodation over 
at Nos. 7-11, Crossways-par., Selsdon Park-rd., have 
been given TP consent. 

Croydon.—MalisonetTes.—The erection of four 
maisonettes on the site of Nos. 81-87, Winterbourne- 
rd., Bensham Manor, as proposed by Progressive 
Properties, Ltd., of 189-191, Stanstead-rd., Forest Hill, 
SE23, has been approved by TP Com. 

Croydon.—GyYMnasiUM.—Proposals by L. C. 
Clifton-Everest, Winton House School, 205, Addis- 
combe-rd., for the rebuilding of a gymnasium there 
as a permanent structure has been granted TP per- 
mission. 

Croydon.—SHors AND ACCOMMODATION.—TP per- 
mission has been granted to the scheme proposed by 
CBC for the erection of five shops with living accom- 
modation over at Headley-dr., Addington. 

Croydon.—OFFIce aND StorES.—By-law consent has 
been given to proposals by Merrick, Graves and 
Ptners., 175, Limpsfield-rd., Warlingham, for the erec- 
tion of an office and stores for Trutools, Ltd., on a 
site at the rear of No. 15, Campbell-rd., West 
Thornton. 

Greenwich.—Fire STATION.—Proposals have been 
submitted to LCC for the rebuilding of Greenwich fire 
station on a site in Blissett-st. 

Hackney.—Sive ACQUISITION.—MBC are recom- 
mended to acquire the sites of Nos. 19-27 (odd), 
Clapton Common, which together: with the Clapton 
Common (No. 3) housing site, will provide land for 
about 35 dwellings.—LCC have notified MBC of their 
decision to acquire lands in Eleanor-rd., Marello-st. 
and Clapton-ter. 

Hackney.—FLaTSs AND MaAISONETTES.—TP Com. 
recommend the approval of plans prepared by Harry 
Moncrieff, FRIBA, AMTPI, 73b, South Side, Clapham 
Common, SW4, for the erection of 16 maisonettes and 
51 flats at an estimated total cost of £210,100, for 
MBC on the Clapton Common (site No. 6) housing 
site. The scheme provides for a nine-storey block 
of flats with two eight-storey wings linked to adjoin- 
ing buildings by a four-storey block. 

Kensington.—CuurcH REBUILDING.—The Carmelite 
— en a is to be rebuilt, according 

Proposals by the Carmelite Fath i 
Sanco wh. ers, 41, Kensington 

Lambeth.—Conversions.—Hsg. Com. have ap- 
Proved plans for the conversion and improvement of 
Vauxhall Mansions, and P. T. Walters, FRICS, has 
been appointed as quantity surveyor for the scheme. 
_Lambeth.—Famity CottaGes.—Approval has been 
given by Hsg. Com. to proposals by the Jewish 
Orphanage, West Norwood, for the development of 
gh. we 90, Hainthorpe-rd. by the erection 

ily cottages to ac 
1 cn rf accommodate the Orphanage 

Stoke Newington.—SiTe Acguisition.—MH and LG 
has approved Proposals by MBC for the erection of 83 
flats at ,an_ estimated cost of £182,913 at Queen 
Elizabeth’s-walk housing site, and Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the appointment of E. C. Harris & Ptnrs. 
Be Bedford-sq., WC1, as quantity surveyors in con- 
ee - a also in connection with 

ion o wellings on th - 
Harcombe-rd. housing “ig ene 

Stoke Newington.—Lisrary aND FLATs.—MH and 
LG has approved the acquisition by MBC of site 
No. 2, Howard-rd., which includes Nos. 50-66 (even) 
Howard-rd. The site of Nos. 42-48 (even), Howard-rd. 
1s already in MBC’s possession, and Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend that Howes & Jackman, FF.RIBA, 1, Verulam- 
bidgs., Gray’s Inn, WC1, be appointed council’s 
architects for the development of the entire area by 
the erection of a branch library and 22 flats at an 
estimated cost of £59,715; together with the appoint- 
ment of E. C. Harris & Ptnrs., 3, Bedford-sq., WC1 
as quantity surveyors for the scheme.—The same 
architects and quantity surveyors are recommended 
7 ‘in ss vine with the erection of 

at an estimated cost i 
Dynevorsra of £120,287 on a site at 
oke Newington.—EstaTe ExTENSION.—Hsg. 
recommend that Nos. 1-47 (odd), tiger 
No. 42, Clissold-cres. be purchased for development 
by the erection of 56 dwellings as a further extension 
to the Burma-mews/Green-la. estate. 

Wimbledon.—Conversions.—BC has approved the 
conversion of No. 4, West-side into three houses and 
the division of land adjoining into six building plots. 

Wimbledon.—ALL-ENGLAND Lawn TENNIS COURTS. 
—BC has approved the following work at tennis courts 
in Church-rd.: Construction of Press writing-room on 
upper gangway on each elevation of Centre Court; 
extension of west stand to No. 1 Court, erection of 
new score box and formation underneath of further 
public catering facilities. 

Wimbledon.—Housinc.—BC has received approval 
notices from Surrey CC in respect of the erection of 
(a) six semi-bungalows on land between Nos. 7-9, 
Lancaster-rd.; (b) 16 single-storey elderly persons’ flats 
on land adjoining No. 6, Queensmere-rd.; (c) two 
flats, Nos. 68-70, All Saints’-rd.; and (d) two flats, 
Nos. 55-57, Haydons-rd. 

Wimbledon.—Orrices.—BC has given consent under 
TP requirements to the erection of new office accom- 
modation at premises of Broadway Motor Co., 3-13, 
Russell-rd. 

Wimbledon.—Bui_pInc PLots.—BC has provision- 
ally approved revised outline application for per- 
mission to divide land at No. 120, Home Park-rd. into 
— building plots and to erect a dwelling-house on 
each. 

Wimbledon.—Orrice ButLpInc.—BC has approved 
an application for permission to erect an office building 
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“ THE BUILDER ” PRICES 


CHAIN LINK FENCING 


The Chain Link Fencing Association announce 
that the current chain link fencing premiums 
applicable to certain categories of purchaser have 
been advanced by 24 points as from September 24. 








at No. 565, Kingston-rd. in connection with existing 
factory. 

Wood Green.—F.Lats.—Hsg. Com. recommend the 
approval of layout plans submitted by BE for the 
development of site ‘‘ AX” by the erection of 12 
flats in two three-storey blocks; also for the con- 
version of No. 73, Palmerston-rd. into four flats. 

Wood Green.—Transport Depot.—London Trans- 
port Executive, 55, Broadway, SW1, have notified BC 
of their intention to extend their existing depot in 
Wood Green. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Anglesey.—CC propose erection of ambulance stn. 
at Llangefni in 1955 programme. 

Bakewell.—Peak Park Planning Brd. propose erec- 
tion of permanent offices at The Market. 

Basildon (Essex).—Ford Motors may build new fac- 
tory. Basildon Development Corp., headed by Sir 
Humfrey Gale. 

Batley.—TC seek loan £40,200 for erection of 10 
bungalows and four houses on Staincliffe Estate, and 
24 houses on Fieldhead Estate. 

Birkenhead.—Test holes on blitzed land in Eldon- 
st./Oak-st. area, off Conway-st., have been sunk by 
TC to decide practicability of building housing block 
eight or more storeys high. 

Birmingham.—BSA Co., Ltd., propose erection of 
extensions to factory at Mackadowne-la. and The 
Medway. 

Birmingham.—New judges’ lodgings to be built on 
site of Edgbaston-gr., in Church-rd., Edgbaston. Build- 
ing designed by City A, A, G. Sheppard Fidler, cost 
about £67,000. Work planned to begin in December. 
It will take about 18 months to complete. 

Bradford.—TC seek loan £21,000 for erection of 
slipper baths at Akam-rd. 

Bradford.—London firm of surveyors, acting on be- 
half of clients to lease from Corp. central area site 
for erection of shops and commercial buildings.—City 
E. has reported on further negotiations with certain 
companies on leasing of site bounded by Broadway, 
Brown-st., Colliergate, Hall Ings and Charles-st. 

Bromsgrove.—UDC approved plans, rebuilding of 
St. Chads Church, Rubery, for PC Council; restaurant 
and coffee bar at 98, High-st., for Mr. J. B. Smith; 
shops and flats at New-rd., Rubery, for Mr. L. A. 
White; housing development off East-rd., Stoney Hill, 
for G. Harrison & Son, Ltd., Droitwich. 

Chester-le-Street.—Factory additions proposed for 
D. & M. Cash, Ltd. Architects, J. G. Cowe & Sons, 
Central-chbrs., Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham. 

Coventry.—Coventry and District Co-op. Soc., Ltd., 
Smithford-st., propose erection of premises at Cor- 
poration-st. Plans by CWS Architects’ Dept., 1, 
Balloon-st., Manchester. 

Crewe.—TC approved lavout for 318 houses and 80 
flats on Marshfield Bank Estate. 

Darlington.—Plans being prepared by R. Brown, 
Crown Street-chbrs., for new premises in Brinkburn- 
rd., for Darlington Railway Athletic Club.—TC 
approved outline proposals by Edgar Lawson, Ltd., 
builders, Albert-hill, for proposed residential hotel at 
junction Coniscliffe-rd. /Carmel-rd. 

Darlington.—Post Office to erect garage for post 
office vehicles in Valley-st. North. 

Doncaster.—Proposals for reconstruction of stands 
at Doncaster racecourse, est. cost £500,000, and 
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transfer of Glasgow Paddock to Red House Farm, 
est. by Alderman A. E, Cammidge (race chairman) at 
£250,000, have been referred by Doncaster Race 
Com. to appropriate sub-committees for consideration. 
No specifie dates fixed for projects, but stables at 
Glasgow Paddock must be moved by 1959 as site is 
intended for new civic centre. 

Dublin.—Plans for new Irish national theatre to 
replace the Abbey being considered by Mr. Gerard 
Sweetman, Eire Finance Minister. These plans have 
been submitted by Mr. Ernest Blythe, managing direc- 
tor of Abbey, and new theatre will probably have 
about 650 seats. Architect, Michael Scott. His con- 
sultant, Pierre Sonrel, leading French theatre designer. 

Durham.—CC to build hostel at Stanley for old 
people and one at Durham for blind persons. Plans 
by Cty. A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

Essex.—Approval given by Essex CC to £50,750 
scheme to build sub-divisional police stn. and other 
acccommodation in town centre of Harlow New Town. 
—lIt is planned to build police divisional headquarters 
costing £43,000 at Basildon New Town in 1957, and 
sub-divisional headquarters each costing £15,000 at 
Rayleigh and South Benfleet in 1956. ; 

Eton.—Building to begin next year on new boys 
house at Eton, beside Warre House. It will be called 
Farrer House, and the architect is Sir William Hol- 
ford, MA, FRIBA, 5, Cambridge-ter., NW1. 

Filey—UDC approved plans for erection of aged 
persons’ bungalows at Fairfax-rd. ; 

Gateshead.—Factory additions covering 14,000 
sq. ft. proposed on Team Valley trading estate, for 
Perga Cartons, Ltd. Architect, W. B. Edwards, 52, 
Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Consulting heating E, 
Cairns & Byles, 8, Osborne-rd., Newcastle; and elec- 
trical consultants, R. W. Gregory & Partners, Pilgrim 
House, Newcastle. 

Gateshead.—G. H. Gray, Camden-st., North 
Shields, architect for proposed factory additions 
covering 18,000 sq. ft., for Hunters, Ltd., bakers, 
Team Valley trading estate. No contracts let. 

Gateshead.—Factory additions are proposed on 
Team Valley trading estate, for James White (Shop- 
fitters), Ltd. Architect, E. M. Lawson, Barras-bidgs., 
Barras Bridge, Newcastle-on-Tyne; heating E, Cairns & 
Byles, Osborne-rd., Newcastle; and QS, J. Bates, 152, 
Front-st., Chester-le-Street. . 

Higham ype nag he approved reyised layout for 
70 dwellings near Simpson-ave. 

Hollingwood (ar. Staveley, Derbys).—Church C. re- 
ceived permission to — work on erection of 
Church Hall at Inkersal. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—J. Oswald & Sons, 68, North- 
umberland-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, architects for hotel 
on Barnwell estate, for Newcastle Breweries, Ltd. 

Hull.—New Cecil Cinema, in Anlaby-rd., cost 
£250,000, will replace former cinema of same name. 
Work already started on site. Designed by Gelder & 
Kitchen, of Hull, it will seat 2,000. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Cordingley & MclIntyre, The 
College, Durham, architects for proposed church hall 
at Hedworth, for Rev. L. J. Derrett, of Hedworth 
Vicarage. No tenders yet obtained. = 

Lancaster.—PC Council of St. Luke’s propose erec- 
tion of parish hall and vicarage at Slyne-rd. 

Leeds.—Scheme being prepared for erection of 450 
modern-type flats in Leeds. R. A. H. Livett, City A. 

Leeds.—£1m. scheme for bus stn. and multi-storey 
car-park in Woodhouse-la., Leeds, scheduled to start 
in 1960, may be begun in two or three years. Leeds 
Town Planning Com. have decided to bring forward 
the starting date to 1956 or 1957, and also the start 
ot the underground car-park in Eastgate, est. Cost 
£100,000. Woodhouse-la. scheme provides for eight- 
storey building in reinforced concrete, with car parking 
on seven floors, three below ground level. There will 
be standing bays for 30 buses, shops, offices, waiting- 
rooms, post office and refreshment room. 

Liverpool.—Evans Medical Supplies, Ltd., propose 
extensions to factory at Speke Boulevard. Plans by 
own staff.—Shell Mex & BP, Ltd., propose extensions 
to Cooperage Building at Dingle-la. Plans by own 
staff.—Owen & Owen, Ltd., propose erection of five 
shops and houses at Greenhill-rd. Architects, Metcalf 
& Metcalf, 3, Stanley-st. ; . 

Macclesfield.—J. Morris (Firesnow), Ltd., Withy- 
fold-dr., propose extensions to factory. Architect, 
R. A. Riseley, 24, Mill-st. : yi 

Maghull.—Lancs CC propose erection of sch. clinic 
and child welfare centre at O’Briens Field. 

Manchester.—Pifco, Ltd., Watling-st., Shude Hill, 
propose extensions to warehouse and shops. Archi- 
tects, Leach, Rhodes & Walker, 90, Deansgate.—Clay- 
ton Aniline Co., Ltd., Clayton-la., Clayton, propose 
extensions to laboratory. Plans by own staff.—C. & 
A. Modes, Ltd., 13/19, Oldham-st., propose rebuild- 
ing of commercial premises, alterations to existing 
shop and showroom. Architects, North & Partners, 
High-st., Maidenhead, Berks.—Bank Bridge Rubber 
Co., Ltd., Bank Bridge Rubber Works, Bank-st., 
Clayton, propose alterations and extensions to pre- 
mises. Architects, C. W. Glover & Partners, Francis 
House, Francis-st., SW1 

Middlesbrough.—Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., 
architects for proposed extensions to printing works 
in Bridge-st. West, for Deck Bros., Ltd.; tyre service 
depot and warehouse in Newport-rd., for A. Atkinson 
(Tyres), Ltd.; and additions to offices at Palladium 
Buildings, Eastbourne-rd., for Thompson’s Enterprises, 
Ltd.—Additions proposed to store in Newport-rd., for 
J. Newhouse, Ltd. Architects, Garbutt. Archibald & 
Archibald, 23, Albert-rd.—Murray & Charleton, Ltd., 
engineers, Marton-rd., to erect offices, showrooms, 
garage and filling stn. in Acklam-rd. Architects, 
S. J. Stephenson & Gillis, Saville-chbrs., North-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Temporary_ church hall to be 
erected at The Greenway, for St. Thomas’ Parochial 
Church C. Architect, W. E. Haslock, 143, Albert-rd. 
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Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C received loan sanction 
- £14,544 for erection of ambulance stn. at Millers- 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.— EC to build new sch. at Blake- 
law. Architect, H. Gray, Camden-st., North 
Shields. —Extensions to be made to three wards at 
Walker Hospital, and operating eh X-ray dept. 
and casualty dept. built. Architect. P. H. Knighton. 
** Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd. 
New Earswick.—Pians for extensions to Joseph 
Rowntree mod. sch. approved. Plans by Cty. A. 
County Hall, Northallerton. 
North Riding.—New model sch. to be built at Skel- 
ton and Brotton, has Pag placed on reserved list for 
1955. Plans by Cty. A , County Hall, Northallerton. 
North Riding.—Gollins, Melvin, Ward & Partners, 
15, Manchester-sq., W1, appointed architects for pro- 
posed Stokesley gram. and mod. sch., for EC. 
North Shields.—Haswell & Son, 77, Tyne-st., archi- 
tects for proposed alterations and additions to work- 
shops in George-st. and Hudson-st., for Linkleters 
Patent Fitting Co., Ltd. 
Northumberland.—CC to acquire Min. of Food 
offices at Berwick, for conversion into part-time occu- 
pation centre for mentally defective children. C. C. 
Brown, Cty. A, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Orrell.—Lancs EC approved erection of voluntary 
aided RC sec. gram. sch. 
Portmadoc.—UDC have approved, subject to plan- 
ning consent, plans of residential estate at Morfa 
Bychan, designed by L. Bullivant, Birmingham archi- 
tect. Estate will accommodate 400 houses, shopping 
— public hall, handicrafts centre, church, café, 
an inn. 
Sheffield.—Ministry approval received for 1955-56 
sch. building programme:—Newfield sec. mod. sch. 
No. 2 (680) (£197,000). Gleadless Valley prim. sch. 
(560) (£89,940). 


Chaucer sec. mod. sch. (680) 
(£187,000). Abbeydale sec. mod. sch. (782) 
(£100,000 authorised). Tapton sec. mod. sch. (680) 
(£93,500). Reserve list: Creswick Greave RC sch. 
(£140,250). Abbeydale gram. sch. (2nd instalment) 
eg Tapton sec. mod. sch. (2nd instalment) 
(£93, 


Sheffield.—Reg. Hospital Brd. propose new operat- 
ing theatre at Jessop Hospital for Women, £30,000 
est.—British Steel Castings Research Assoc. propose 
erection of new experimental premises at Petre-st. 
Architects, Hadfield, yo. & Davidson, 279, 
Glossop-rd., Sheffield.—F. Parkin (Sheffield), Ltd., 
propose extensions to p Me at Aizlewood-rd. 

Skelton.—Extensions proposed to factory on Skelton 
trading estate, for Hollingrake & Clegg, Ltd. 

Southampton.—Min. approval given to Southamp- 
ton’s plan for new municipal baths, costing £300,000. 
Work will start probably within year and take two 
years to complete. 
ey TP Com. recommend that Edwin 
Jones & Co., Ltd., be given permission to erect new 
department store. ’(Steel- frame building of five floo1s, 
bounded by Houndwell-pl., East-st (widened) and east 
boundary of Queen’s Buildings.) 

South Bank-on-Tees.—John Breakwell, 7a, La 
Motte-st., St. Helier, Jersey, Channel Islands, 
appointed architect for jun. sch. at South Bank, for 
North Riding EC. 

Standish.—_UDC to invite tenders for further 24 
PP hag and to negotiate with Unit Construction Co., 
for further eight uni-flats on Lark Hill site. 
“Slee approved in principle erection of 
eight bungalows on Wharfedale-rd. site, 12 aged 
persons’ flats at Swythamley-rd.—TC approved plans, 
new Methodist Church at Exmouth-ave., for Brin- 
nington Park Methodist Church. 
Sunderland.—Site obtained on Red House estate for 
proposed Methodist Church. Final plans not yet 
approved. Architects, S. W. Milburn & Partners, 9. 
Esplanade, Sunderland. 
Thornaby-on-Tees.—North Riding EC propose -new 
cty. mod. sch. at Thornaby Johns & Slater, 32. 
Foundation-st., Ipswich, appointed architects. 
Tynemouth.—Preliminary plans for first stage of 
East End redevelopment scheme approved in principle 
by Hsg. Com., providing for erection of three blocks 
. five-storey dwellings at south end of Stephenson- 
: North Shields. Tasker & Child, Newcastle, archi- 
ne appointed for project. The blocks are to con- 
sist. of ground-floor flats with two tiers of two-storey 
maisonettes above. 
Uttoxeter.—UDC approved layout for 52 houses on 
Copes Park Farm estate. 
Walsall.—Expenditure of £322,204 for erection of 70 
houses, 100 flats, 53 bungalows, and three shops with 
living accommodation approved by TC. iggest 
single contract in present programme is one of 60 
houses to be built on Gipsy-la. estate, cost £77,985. 
Block of flats to be built at Dudley’s Fields, Little 
Bloxwich South Housing Estate, St. Matthew’s-cl., 
of aaa to cost £158,832, oe bungalows 
Wallasey.—BC propase erection of wares at junc- 
tion of Wellington-st. and Darlaston-rd. 
Wigan.—Rugby League Football Club to seek loan 
a 9g to complete second portion of Popular Side 
tan 





TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
j Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 

ments. 

Barnsley.—Erection of public-house at Carlton-rd., 
Athersley, for ie ag Old Brewery, Barnsley, Ltd.: 
*Vernon Dunk, , Summer-la., Barnsley. 
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Battle.—‘14 houses ome 16 flats, Asten Fields, North 
Trade-rd., for RDC. H. Neave (F ), 38, Maunt-st. 
Quantities by MacGonville Frazer & Symonds, Hast- 
ings: *J. Perryman, Tonbridge, Kent. 

Bebingtona.—Erection of ‘** Brown Cow Inn,” 
Bromborough-rd., for Birkenhead Brewery Co., Ltd.: 
*Lioyd & Cross, Ltd., Argyle-st., Birkenhead. 

Bedlington.—-66 houses at Morpeth-rd. Guide Post, 
for UDC. A. K. Dennis, S: *Direct Labour, £84,532. 

Belfast.—Chairman of Northern Ireland Joint Elec. 
Com. has placed the following contracts in connec- 
tion with Belfast Municipal Electric Power Station 
West Second Extension:—One 60 MW Turbo Alterna- 
tor: *C. A. Parsons, Ltd.. Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
£738,000 approx. Two 220,000 Ib. boilers: 
*Mitcheil Engineering, Ltd., London, £704,000 approx. 
Main excavation and piling: *Stewart & Partners, Ltd.. 
Belfast, £36,000 approx. 

Bradford.—Works for TC:—384 dwellings at Hali- 
fax-rd. estate: *Direct Labour, £534,279; 75 flats and 
72 maisonettes at Thorpe Edge estate, and 256 houses 
and 44 flats and maisonettes at Parkside-rd. estate: 
*Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, £233,433 and 
£447,187; four police houses at Beacon-rd., two at 
Carr House-gr. and two at Springbank-pl.: *Mosleys 
(Public Works Contractors), Ltd., Bradford, £10,789 
and £3,745. 

Brighton.—Erection of factory at Lower Bevendean, 
for Harrimonde, Ltd., for TC: *Rice & Son, Ltd., 23, 
Gloucester-pl., Brighton 1, £69,936; joint erection of 
four-class cty. inf. sch. and three-class voluntary sch., 
for EC: *Saunders (Contractors), Ltd., London-rd., 
Burgess Hill, Sussex, £49,070; erection of 18 flats, six 
shops and four garages at St. George’s-rd., for TC: 
*Rice & Son, Ltd., 23, Gloucester-pl., Brighton 1. 
£52,234. 

British Railways (London Midland Region).—The 
— contracts have been placed:— 

& J. Seddon, Ltd., 55, Duke-st., Fenton, Stoke- 
ne for labour only for cleaning and painting 
Park-la. goods station, Liverpool. Thomas Holloway 
(Tipton), Ltd., 73a, Toll End-rd., Ocker Hill, Tipton, 
Staffs, for staff amenities at Great Bridge goods depot. 
(Contract for this work placed with H. & R. L. James 
is cancelled.) Border Engineering Contractors, Ltd., 
125, Queen’s-st., Whitehaven, Cumberland, for resur- 
facing of road between Salthouse-rd. and gasworks at 
Barrow Salthouse. Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., Chapel- 
st., Adlington, Lancs, general works contract for 
reconstruction and widening of bridge No. 3 (Hythe- 
rd.) on Willesden No. 2 curve, for Hammersmith 
Corpn. R. W. Naylor, Ltd., Soho Pool Wharf, 
Whitmore-st., Hockley, Birmingham, 18, for altera- 
tions and extensions to existing staff amenities, offices 
and stores at engine shed, Walsall motive power depot. 

Carlisle.—RC Church at Edgehill-rd., Harraby, Car- 
ng Architect, W. C. Mangan (L), 2, Ribblesdale- 

, Preston, Lancs: *J. Millar & Sons. 15. London- 
% Carlisle. 

Chippenham.—Alterations and additions to the 
Divisional Police headquarters, Marshfield-rd., for 
Wilts Standing Joint Com.: *E. A. Hider, Ltd., Mal- 
mesbury, £21,495. 

Cockermouth.—Erection of 32 flats at Sullart-st., 
for UDC. . Dixon, S, Town Hall: *J. Twiname, 
Ltd., Cockermouth, £34,194 (subject to approval). 

Crawley.—38 dwellings and 18 ome, West Green 
sites, for Development Corp. S. Howgrave- 
Graham, ARIBA, AMTPI, Chief 7: ‘ayo age by 
Gardiner & Theobald: *G. T. Crouch, Ltd., 3/5, 
Thames-st., Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey, £66,086. 

Croydon.—Works for CB:—44 flats at Heathfield- 
d.: *J| Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Victoria House, South- 
ampton-row, London, WCl, £89,416; 24 flats at 
Kingsdown-ave.: *Hawker-Smith, Ltd., 1, West-st., 
Erith, Kent, £41,688 (both subject to Min. approval). 

Darlington.—Erection of 20 houses at Middleton St. 
George, for RDC: *R. Blackett & Son, Darlington. 

Derby.—Erection of warehouse at Alfreton-rd., 
Derby, for Ceylon Tea Co., Ltd.: *Ford & Weston. 
Ltd., Osmaston-rd., Derby. 
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Duston (Northants).—Erection of sec. mod. sch, for 
CC: *Adkins & Shaw, rk Clock-chbrs., St. James 
td., Northampton, £105,8 

Edinburgh. —Factory ny "sighthill Industrial estate, 
for Laidlaw, Drew & Co., Ltd., Tower-st., Leith: 
*The Kelvin Construction Co., Lid., Lochrin-rd., 
Possilpark, Glasgow, 

Eskmeals.—Building of magazine and for extensions 
to radar stn., Eskmeals: *J. Laing & Co., Daiston- 
rd., Carlisle. 

Felling-on-Tyne.—Alterations and adaptations for 
the Ministry of Pensions: *H. Kindred, 371, West-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

Glasgow.—24 houses (flats) at Balvieny-st., Garth- 
maniock site. Archibald G. Jury (F), Housing A, 
The Trongate, Glasgow, EC1: *The canik Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., Bankhead Crossway, Edinburgh, 
£33,124. 

Glasgow.—Office buildings, etc., at Dalmarnock, for 
the Kidmar Hosiery Co., *The Kelvin Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., Lochrin-rd., Possilpark, Glasgow. 

Hackney.—41. dwellings at Kenninghall-rd.:/Clapton- 
way site, for BC: *Direct Labour, £81,332. 

Hereford.—Works for TC:—50 Cornish Unit houses 
at Whitecross estate: *Selleck Nicholls & Co., Ltd., 
£1,173 per dwelling; 20 Cornish Unit houses at White- 
cross estate: *Selleck Nicholls & Co., Ltd., £1,264 per 
dwelling (subject to Min. approval). 

Hexham.—Alterations and extensions to head t 
office: *John Jackson & Sons, Corporation-st., We 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—Further 50 houses at Shiney- 
row, for UDC: *Direct Labour, £64,650. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—Erection of public hall, for 
UDC: *Direct Labour. 

likeston.—Erection of church hall at Kirk Hallam 
estate: *Ford & Weston, Ltd., Osmaston-rd., Derby. 

Lanes.—Works for CC:—Worsley Mount Skip sec. 
sch.: *H. Wimpenny & Sons, Ltd., Clough Saw Mills, 
Gardner-rd., Prestwich, £115,695; Kirkby Brookfield 
sec. for girls: *W. Tomkinson & Sons, Ltd., 3/31, 
Gt. Newton-st., Liverpool 3, £103,798; Stretford Great 
Stone sec. sch.: *W. Fearnley & Sons, Ltd., Cort- 
stance Works, Eccles New-rd., £94,470; 
Thornton prim.: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Speke 
Boulevard, Liverpool, £50,313; Rainhill Longton 
prim.: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., £38,416; Kirkby 
St. Joseph’s RC: *Frederick Clark & Sons, Ltd., 191, 
Heyworth-st., Manchester, £43,571; Stage ll of Kirkby 
Simonswood inf. sch.: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., 
£63,619; Stage II of Middleton Desmesne prim.: *E. 


Taylor & Co., Ltd., Ebor-rd., Sawmills, Littleborough, 
Lancs, £33,320. 
Lewisham.—Erection of three houses at sites of Nos. 





6 and 8, Duncombe-hill, for BC:— 


Halse & Sons, Ltd. .. £9,450 
Geo. Parker & Sons, Ltd. . 8,989 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd. 8,596 
C. R. Voysey & Co., *Ltd. 8,560 
Jones & Feasey, Ltd. .. 8,558 
William Harbrow, Ltd. .. 8,176 
J. S. Alderton & Co., Ltd. 8,113 
M. J. Deane & Co., "Ltd 7,500 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. 7,484 
H.M.B. (Constructions), Ltd. 7,400 
*Anthony Cooper & Son, Ltd. 7,210 


Liverpool.—Erection of 21 flats at Embleton-st., for 
C: *W. W. Kenney, Ltd., 92, Liverpool-rd. North, 
Maghull, £37,541. Erection of TA Centre at Liver- 
pool-rd., Huyton, for West Lancs T & AF Assoc., St. 
George’s-bldg., Lime-st., Liverpool: *C. & G. L. 
Desoer, Ltd., 4, Marathon-st., Liverpool. Erection of 
shops and offices at Lord-st., for Chesham House 
(Regent-st.), Ltd.: *James Crosby & Sons, Ltd., 59, 
Queen’s-gdns., Lancaster Gate, London. 


(London (Air Ministry).—List of new works con- 
tracts to the value of £500 or over placed by 
Directorate of Contracts for the week ended 
September 25:— 

Runway surfacing: Highways Construction, Ltd., 
Iddesleigh House, Caxton-st., SW Building work: 
M. A. Boswell (Contractors), Ltd., School-st., Wolver- 
hampton, Staffs; W. J. Simons, Ltd., Friars-la., 
Lincoln; C. H. Batten, 20, Marshfield-rd., Alcombe, 
Minehead, Somerset. Repairing roofs of flight sheds: 
A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Weyhill, 
Hants. General maintenance work: Bosworth & 
Wakeford, Ltd., Daventry, Northants; Joseph Whittle, 
Ballast Bank, Inverkeithing, Fife. Dismantling and 
re-erection of gantries: Measures Bros. (1911), Ltd., 
143. Holborn, EC1. 

Pog (Metropolitan Police) —Erection of 
qtrs., Mount-ave., Ealing: *Janes (Builder), Ltd., 
£98. 992; alterations to stn. and m.qtrs., Farnborough 
PS and m.qtrs.: *Halse & Son, Ltd., £1,121; formation 
of sgts. and WPC rooms accommodation, Mitcham 

PS: *H. E. Day (Croydon), Ltd., £872. 

qLondon (MOW). p Conga placed by MOW for 
week ended Septembe: 

London: GPO, Kidbrooke, , SE3, sheds 1, 4, 8 and 9, 
internal decorations, W. & M. Negus, Ltd., Station 
Works, King James-st., Southwark, SEl. Victoria 
Tower, Houses of Parliament, SW1. internal alterations 
and adaptations, Stage 2, John Garlick (1910), Ltd., 
147, King’s-rd., London, National Gallery. 
SW1, further work in connection with remodelling and 
air conditioning of rooms 21, 27 and 28, Galbraith 
Bros., Ltd., 61. Bartholomew-cl., London. EC1. 

Cambs.: Coldhams-la., Cambridge. construction of 
PO Engineering Depot, Stage 1. Phase 1, William 
Sindall, Ltd.. Gloucester-st., Cambridge. 

Lancs.: DAE Oid Housing Estate. Mee Brow, Cul- 
cheth, Manchester, repairs and pointing to brickwork, 
George Moss & Sons, Ltd., Pennington Saw Mills, 
Leigh, Lancs. 
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Middx.: Government Buildings, 
Yeading, external painting, J. W. 


Willow Tree-la., 
Green (Painters), 





Ltd., 171, Graham-rd., London, SW19. 
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Warwickshire: Telephone Exchange Woodgate, 
Quinton, Birmingham, erection of extension, J. Harper 
& Sons (Blackheath), Ltd., Beeches-rd., Blackheath, 
Birmingham. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
War Dept. for week ended September 18:— 

Co. Down: Building, Henry Cole, Newry. Lancs: 
Building, William Townson & Sons, Ltd., Bolton. 
Ches: Roadwork, Scientific Roads (Western), Ltd., 
Crester. Gloucestershire: Painting, T. H. Kenyon & 
Sons, Ltd., Exeter. Hampshire: Building, Howard 
Bros. & Strong, Ltd., Londos. Berks: Painting, J. J. 
Hamilton & Sons, Cowley. Essex: Fencing, Prove 
Bros., Ltd., Watford. Norfolk: Roadwork, Wirks- 
worth Quarries, Ltd., London. Middlesex: Heating 
and ventilating, J. B. Jackson & Partners, Ltd., Lon- 
don. Essex: Building, A. W. Brett-Pitt, Thorpe Bay. 

Macclesfield.—75 dwellings at Hurdsfield estate, for 
TC: *Macclesfield & District Assoc. of Building Trade 
Employers, £96,275; 96 dwellings: *Kenyon Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., Ardwick, Manchester, £116,439 

Manchester.—Extensions to dyeworks at Rower-st., 
Newton Heath, for Henry Cochrane & Sons, Ltd.: *T. 
Campion & Sons, Ltd., Devonshire-st., Ardwick, 
Manchester. 

Maachester.—Nine-storey office block at Oxford-st., 
for Tootal Broadhurst Lee, Ltd.: *Russell Building & 
Contracting Co., Ltd., Plymouth-gr. , Manchester. 

Middlesbrough. —Accommodation for medical unit: 
*Plaxten (Scarborough), Ltd., Seamer-rd., Scar- 
borough. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection 
houses at Ulla Farm estate. 
Archibald & Archibald, 23, 
brough: *T. Duncanson & Son, 
Middlesbrough. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 14 police houses at 
Bentinck-rd. and Dunholme-rd., for City C. G. Ken- 
yon, City A, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
*J. H. Fisher & Co., Ltd., Kenton-la,, Newcastle, 
£22.490. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of nine flats at Buck- 
ingham-st., for City C. enyon, City A, 18, 
Cloth- market, Newcastle: *E. Jeffcock (Contractors), 
Ltd., 107, New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £13,611. 

Northampton.—Erection of 71 three-storey flats and 
maisonettes at Eastfield estate, for TC: *Direct 
Labour, £90,180. 

Nuneaton.—Erection of hosiery factory at Caldwell- 
td., for Francis & Wilebur, Ltd.: *Gotheridge & 
Sanders, Ltd., The Old Forge, St. John-st., Lichfield. 

South Shields.—Additions to Westoe Towers Sea- 
men’s Hostel, Westoe Village. A. E. Gunning, A., 
18, Eldon-sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Peter Johnston, 
Hill-st., South Shields. 

South Shields.—Large additions at Bartington-st., 
for Northern Press, Ltd. Page, Son & Hill, Archi- 
tects, 75, King-st., South Shields: *R. Summerbell & 
Sons, Rutland-st., South Shields. 


of 44 bungalows and 
Architects, Garbutt, 
Albert-rd., Middles- 
Ltd., Acklam-rd., 
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STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


HAVE BANISHED ALL re 
H OLD OR 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 
HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consuit 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London. W.6.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 
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Sunderland.—Construction of factory for Edison 
Swan Electric Co., Ltd. S. W. Milburn & Partners, 
architects, 9, Esplanade, Sunderland: *Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., Orchard House, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Tynemouth.—Construction of sea wall at King 
Edward Bay, for TC. D. M. Ov’herlihy, BE, 16, 
Northumberland-sq., North Shields: *R. Costain, Ltd., 
London and Newcastle-on-Tyne, £28,902. 

Tynemouth.—Construction of Monkhouse cty. prim. 
sch., for EC. Plans by BE: *Benjamin Peel, Ltd., 
East’ Mill Works, North "Shields, £87,000. 

Wallasey.—Erection of three shops at Alumwell-rd. 
estate, for BC: *H. Tomlinson & Son, Birchills-st., 
Wallasey, £8,866. 

Wimbledon.—External repairs to and painting of 
houses on Lower Downs Estate: *Reader and 
Mitchell, SW16, £1,350. 

Wood Green.—Erection of nine flats at Ellen- 
borough and New-rds., and 13 flats and one house at 
Lordship-la. and Granville-rd. sites, for : *John 
biang & Sons (Hornsey), Ltd., £16,339 and 
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9, HIGH BEECH ROAD “oe 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 








WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Registered Office : 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 


MONarch 7597-8 
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CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Works: 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
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